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Love-cradUd in a cábin of the Westy 

The babe to boyhood's hunger quichly greta, 
And hungeredy tMrsted, for the thinga they knew 

Wfio passed with men as wise ; and in his breast 

Hiere throbbed a longing, always unexpressed, 
To stand sonie day upon the world*s far blue 
fforizon, ^mid the great, the strong, the true 

The world might honor, as an honored guest. 

The boy to manhood built his stature well, — 
Of truth and conrage, purity andgrace; 

The mother*s love clung round him like a spell, 
And cálm-eyed Duty gave him lofty place, 

Till fame^s fair garland on his forehead fell. 
And gladly great, andstrong, and true, didgreet his face. 
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PEEFAOE. 



Wbiting the life of a living man has its embarrass- 
ments. I realized this fact when the pnblishers asked 
me to prepare a biography of General Fisk ; I realize it 
yet more keenly as now I send these final thongh first 
pages to prese. Yet, if my task has been rather a diffi- 
cult and embarrassing one, it has been at the same time 
agreeable — to the biographer ; and its ampie compensa- 
tion has come through the nearer acquaintance made 
with a ripe character, the satisfaction found in cióse 
study of manly motives and unselfísh acts, and the re- 
ward of a strong friendship, grown to full statare 
through these months of more intímate contact and more 
perfect trust. 

I have not sought in the following chapters to be 
rhetorical, analytical, philosophical, or elabórate. My 
one purpose has been to tell, in simple, unadorned fash- 
ion, the story of a typical American career, reaching 
from the log-house of a pioneer to high places of honor, 
from the struggles of a boyhood unblest by helpful sur- 
roundings to the rounded successes of a manhood richly 
helpful to Church and State. It should be a source of 
inspiration to all men, that lives like this are possible in 
our country ; and all men may learn a lesson from the 
fact that this life has its true sources of nobleness and 
power in humble Christian faith, in devoted consecration 
to good works, and in sincere loyalty to the principies of 
right, and temperance, and truth. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VI PBBFACE. 

While seeking to avoid the tone of extravagant praise, 
I have not cared to assnme the aír of an impartial nar- 
rator. History is one thing, biography is another ; and 
though they raay be cióse akin, their qualities differ. 
I snspect that the biographer should always have sym- 
pathetic partiality for his subject, in order to the best 
resulta. 

It has been thought fit and timely to include within 
these covers, also, a sketch of the Eev. Dr. John A. 
Brooks. That it is so comparatively brief and incom- 
pleto may be accredited to the fact that mainly this vol- 
ume was not proposed for campaign uses, but as one of 
a standard series for permanent sale. 

A. A. H. 

KocHESTEE, N. Y., July, 1888. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OONTENTS. 



PAOS 

SONNET xi 

CLINTON BOWEN FISK. 

CHAPTBR I. 
Antbcbdbnts and Birthflacb 1 

CHAPTBR II. 
Parbntagb and Eablt Sürroundings o 

CHAPTBR III. 
Eablt Bothood in Michigan 14 

• CHAPTBR IV. 
At thb Dbacon's and Aftbrward 21 

CHAPTBR V. 

BbABING THB BlRNBT FlAO 28 

CHAPTBR VI. 
Strugglbs for an Education 84 

CHAPTBR VII. 
Mabbiagb and Büsinbss at Coldwatbb 41 

CHAPTBR VIH. 

DOLLAB FOB DOLLAR .^ 48 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Yin C0NTENT8. 

CHAPTER IX. PAOS 

A Prívate Soldier 56 

CHAPTER X. 

A COMMANDER OF MeN 61 

CHAPTER XI. 
SoHE Army Incidents 68 

CHAPTER XII. 
Adminibtration Among Guerillas 75 

CHAPTER XIII. 

PROTECTING THE CAPITAL , 82 

CHAPTER XIV. 
An Army Story and the Sbquel 89 

CHAPTER XV. 
Reconbtructing Society 94 

CHAPTER XVI. 
The Freedman's Friend 101 

CHAPTER XVII. 

AlDING COLORBD EdUCATION 108 

CHAPTER XVIII. 
The Story op the Singbrs 114 

CHAPTER XIX. 

FiSK ÜNIVER8ITY .^. 120 

CHAPTER XX. 
Ab a Railroad Financier y^' • • • ^?^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CONTENTS. IX 

CHAPTER XXI. PAOS 

PrBSIDEKT OP THB InDIAN Ck)MHI88I0N 184 

CHAPTER XXII. 
SoMB Troüblkd DAY8 143 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

ChURCH ACTIYITIBS *147 

CHAPTER XXIV. 
Cbntbnnial Spebch ufon M188ION8 159 

CHAPTER XXV. 
PaRTT and PROHIBinON. 169 

CHAPTER XXVI. 
H18 New Jbrsbt Campaion 181 

CHAPTER XXVII. 
Gaxpaign Spbbchbs and Caluhkt 189 

CHAPTER XXVIII. 
Thb Natural Results. 198 

CHAPTER XXIX. 
Miohigan's Amendmknt Campaign 208 

CHAPTER XXX. 
Inbyitablb Lbadership 218 

CHAPTER XXXI. 

NOMINATBD FOR THB PRBSIDBNCT 227 

CHAPTER XXXn. 
At hib Sbab^ioht Homb. 388 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



X C0NTBNT8. 

CHAPTER XXXIIL pa«, 

WORDB OP Patmotism 940 

LBTTEROP AOCEPTANCE 200 



JOHN ANDEESON BEOOKS. 
CHAPTER L 

BOTHOOD AND YOUTH .• 260 

CHAPTER n. 
Pastor and Collbgb Pbbsident 276 

CHAPTER III. 
Mastkb Workman and Prohibition Lbadbr 288 

CHAPTER IV. 

NOMINATBD POR THB ViCB-PrBSIDBNCT 292 



Digitized by 



Google 



UFE OF 

CLINTON BOWEN FI8K 



CHAPTER I. 

AlíTEOEDENTS AND BIRTHPLACE. 



In the town of Killingly, Conn., about the beginning 
of the last decade of the last century, the beloved wife 
of Ephraim Fisk gave birth to four babee. There were 
two boys and two girls, and all lived, but the mother 
paid for snch nncommon matemity the tribute of her 
life. 

To these four thriving orphans gossip lent four indica- 
tive ñames — Wonderful, Marvellous, Miraculous, 
Strange. Other cognomen carne in due time — Samuel, 
David, Deborah, Miriam — more biblical, because 
Ephraim Fisk was a deácon of the church and a lover of 
the Book ; but people yet Kved in Killingly, not many 
years ago, who could recall the quadruple birth which 
pro ved a neighborhood wonder, and the appellations 
which that simple-hearted community bestowed. 

With four such infants to care for, and two other 
motherlees children who needed care, the father had 
ampie reason to seek another wife. Cbaracter and cir- 
cumstances commending him, he found her, and brought 
her duly to his home. She bore ten children, giving 
him, all told, the patemity of sixteen. The youngest of 
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2 LIFE OF CLINTON BOWEN FISK. 

her l)rood was Benjamin Bigford, named partly after 
herself , who, grown to manhood, married Lydia Aldrich, 
and became the father of six sons. 

There were two strains of the Fisk family in New 
England thi-ee generations back — the Connecticut Fisks 
and the Massachusetts Fisks. Some branches spelled the 
ñame as here written, and others added a final e. All 
were of Lineolnshire aneestry, and all dated their record 
back to about the year 1700. 

In the county of Lincoln, on the east coast of Eng- 
land, one of the mightiest movements in all church his- 
tory had its génesis ; and Lineolnshire has been spoken 
of as the remote parent of our own Republic. From 
that royal habitat of conscience, conviction, and courage 
in the Mother Land, New England drew much of her 
tinest Christian fibre, her undying manly spirit. It was 
natural that John Fiske, father of Ephraim, should take 
np the sword, and wield it so well as to become a major- 
general. It was not less natural, perhaps, that Ephraim, 
dying at fourscore, should be moumed by those about 
him as a peacemaker and a gentle man of God. Ñor 
was it strange that Wilbur Fisk, another of John's de- 
scendants and first cousin of Benjamin B., should lea ve 
strong impress upon later generations as a prof ound theo- 
logian and President of the Wesleyan University at 
Middletown. Ecclesiastical and military tastes appear 
to have blended quite harmoniously in the Fisk blood, 
even until now. 

John Fiske, born in oíd Salem, Mass., April lOth, 
1744, who rose to the rank of major-general in 1792, 
was a naval officer during the Eevolution, and com- 
manded the first vessel commissioned by Massachusetts, 
the *' Tyrannicide." He took part in many combats, 
and was placed in command of the State ship '* Massa- 
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ANTEOBDENTS AND BIRTHPLACB, 3 

chusetts " December lOth, 1777. Afterward he engaged 
in commerce, became wealthy, and wielded wide influ- 
ence. But while his early lif e was of the sanguinarj 
8ort, his father was a clergyman — Rev. Samuel Fiske — 
and his son Ephraim, as has been intimated, had the 
f ervent spirit of simple Christian faith, and devoted him- 
self to promoting neighborly fellowship and establishing 
neighborhood peace. The ñame of Fisk, indeed, has 
been long and closely identified with church work and 
religious effort, though often f ound in the annals of war. 
Dr. Ezra Fisk was a conspicuous Presbyterian divine ; 
Pliny Fisk went as a missionary of that church to Syria, 
and died there ; Nathan Fisk was a Congregational min- 
ister of high repute ; Nathan Welby Fisk, his son, be- 
came a theological teacher at Andover ; and a younger 
Samuel Fisk, better known by his nom de plume " Dunn 
Brown," left the pulpit for a soldier's work during our 
late war, and in that service gave his life. In the line 
of letters, too, the Fisks have been eminent, giving to 
literature Dr. Willard Fiske, and Professor John Fiske, 
and Helen Hunt Jackson, daughter of Professor Nathan 
Welby Fisk. 

Early branches of the family in this country seem to 
have been well off in worldly goods, as likewise well 
endowed with educational and religious tendencies. 
Ephraim and his brother Isaac were graduates of Brown 
University, and therefore had advantages which at that 
time only the wealthier class enjoyed. Wilbur, son of 
Isaac — bom in Brattleborough, Vt., 1792 — had opportu- 
nities equal to those given his father and unde, and gifts 
evidently superior to theirs, or ambition greater. But 
Benjamin B. was less fortúnate. Perhaps those sixteen 
children consumed unduly of his father's substance ; it 
may have melted away in bad business ventures, or losses 
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4 LIFE OF CLINTON BOWEN FISK. 

bj fire and flood. There was not much money, at any 
rate, in the housebold where Benjarain B. grew up, and 
no college course awaited him outside. His chief inher- 
itance was that so common among Americans — ^hard 
work, and strength and will to do it. Largely he mnst 
make his own f ature, with little help of the schools, and 
unhelped by paternal hands. His education was barely 
Bufficient for the common need of a mechanic's career, 
on which he early set out. 

Killingly was and is a township of "Wíndham Connty, 
twenty-eight miles northeast of Norwich, and not farther 
from Providence. It borders on the Ehode Island Une, 
and f orms a part of some rather sterile country not re- 
markable for wealth-making possibilities. It is not now 
agriculturally productivo in high degree ; and though 
manufacturing interests have changed that región much 
since the first decades of our century, it may be, even 
yet, as then it surely was, less fruitf ul of material for- 
tune than of genuino manhood. To Rhode Island many 
went who craved religious liberty, when elsewhere it 
did not so much abound, and who saw in the puro demo- 
cratic govemment of that miniature State our true 
American idea realized ; and with like feeling and spirit 
many located in Eastern Connecticut, where Ehode 
Island impulses were dominant, and for topographical, 
religious, and patriotic reasons made Providence their 
central rallyingpoint. But as years passed, and popula- 
tion multiplied, the región held less of promise for each 
young man and woman within it, and the eyes of some 
tumed wistf ully to the West. 

Benjamín Fisk, through boyhood and youth inured to 
labor, had learned the trade of a blacksmith, and wanted 
to ply it on some more lucrativo field. • Lydia Aldrich, 
grown from girlhood to the same narrow chances which 
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AKTECEDBNTS AND BIRTHPLACB. 5 

iü KiUingly were his, and having linked her Ufe witli his" 
own, was willing with him to seek the wider field of bis 
desire. KiUingly bom and bred, she carne of Welsh 
descent, and in her veins yet flowed somewhat of the 
sturdy faith, the heroic courage, and the nnfailing will 
which her ancestors knew. Her nature was deep, 
womanly, tender. Certain gifts of poetic insight must 
have been hers, alHed with superior practical traits. 
Givingheart and hand to the young and ambitious artisan 
who won both, she therewith gave to him a companion- 
ship of the best womanly type, and to his children a 
motherhood sweet, nplifting, beneficent, with a disposi- 
tion wherein nativo paternal severity was mellowed by 
maternal tenderness. 

Hopeful and eager, ardent of belief in the better op- 
portunities which a new country would afford, in the f all 
of 1822 Benjamin and Lydia, with Cyrus B. and Leander, 
their baby boys, left KiUingly for Livingston County, 
N. Y. Other of Ephraim's children had settled in 
the northern part of that State ; kinsfolk of Lydia had 
preceded them to the same locality whither they went ; it 
was not an nntried thing for people to migrate ; yet this 
joumey of the young Puritans might weU enough have 
appeared momentous. It was surely a great joumey for 
those times. Eastem Connecticut was then as f ar f rom 
"Western New York as Alaska from Maine to-day. 
Western New York was ^' on the frontier." Railroads 
were undreaméd of. The Ene Canal did not exist. 
Livingston County was but the recent haunt of Red 
Stocking and his dusky race. It was all " the Genesee 
country," in popular parlance, west of the river Gene- 
see, until Niagara's foaming border line. Men came to 
it as settlers, lured by the beauties of a región rích in 
Indian romance, agriculturally fertile, and fuU of prom- 
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6 lilFB OP CLIISrTON BOWEIT FISK. 

ise. But to steady-going, home-staying New Englanders 
it seemed the edge of the world. 

Tou will search f ar to find a more lovely valley than 
that of the upper Genesee, across which Geneseo, from 
the eastern slope, looks westward with serene content. 
There lived the eider Wadsworth, like some feudal lord, 
who held in fee vast áreas round about, his broad estáte 
comprising part of the original Phelps and Gorham Pur- 
chase from Massachusetts, obtained when that section of 
New England had right to sell a portion of New York. 
There Uves to-day a Wadsworth of the third generation, 
still holding much of the oíd family manor intact. In 
that fair doraaín, before any Wadsworth carne to title- 
ship, the Síx Nations had their Council House, and 
across the upper Genesee their favorito trails were made. 
There dwelt Mary Jemison, "the white woman," on 
lands conferred by the nativos with whom she cast her 
lot. It was an inviting locality to which migrated Ben- 
jamin Fisk and Lydia, and in which they established 
themselves. The valley's breadth was beautiful then as 
now — its flat bottoms thickly wooded where the river 
wound along, its rolling uplands lifting gently above 
them and adding to the landscape a varied charm — while 
farther south its narrower sweep grew yet more pictu- 
resque, until at Portage Falls heroic grandeur wore con- 
summate grace, and wed itself to legend and to song. 

Where the valley is broadest, counting bottoms and 
uplands both, in the midst of rare pastoral loveliness and 
surrounded by uncommon wealth of historie association, 
stood and stands a little hamlet known then as Clapp's 
Comers, called Greigsville now. Its first settler was 
EUis Clapp, who married an aunt of Lydia Fisk, and 
whose son, Amos Clapp, was long time Government 
Printer at Washington. Three miles above York, from 
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wliich the township takes its naine> and five miles below 
Geneseo, Livingston's county-seat, it was the natural 
centre of quite a territory contiguous, and offered to one 
of Benjamin Fisk's avocation steady employment and 
faír pay. There he located, and there he led a busy life 
of varied, vigorous activities. He was blacksmith, 
wagon-builder, and general mechanic for the country 
round. Muscular and willing, equipped with a fine 
physique, he did not shrink frora hai'd toil. His shops 
became the source óf mechanical supply for farmers all 
up and down the valley, and their proprietor soon ac- 
quired local repute as a man of intelligence, enterprise, 
and character. He took rank as captain in the militia, 
and was deferred to as a leading spirit in town affairs. 
A contract, still in existence, which he drew, and which, 
with others, as a trustee, he executed, for building a 
school-house in the town of York, shows that he could 
put language on paper with precisión, and that he pos- 
sessed good business sense. The fact that his coUeagues 
appointed him to draw such an instrument shows that 
they had conñdence in his ability and good judgment. 

The hamlet did not grow ; there was no special reason 
why it should. It is, indeed, no largor now than fifty 
years ago ; and the marvel, when one sees ít, ii^ how 
anything can be so very small of its age. But the Fisk 
household increased, and household requirements multi- 
plied. Two more boys, Welcome V. and Horace A., 
made glad the f ather's heart and kept active the mother's 
hands. The ñame of one bespoke the reception of each, 
yet both added burdens of care and need. Mistress 
Lydia bore her part in providing for family wauts. Sbie 
washed wool and spun yarn and wove cloth. She did 
whatever she could. She was the helpmeet essential, 
amid snrroundings like theirs. 
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8 LIPB OF CLIÜTTOK BOWEK FISK. 

Trhen Captain Fisk was called on, it is said, for some 
service in connection with the Ene Canal — contempt- 
nously alluded to often, in those days, as " Clinton' s 
Ditchr.'' What that service was cannot be verified, and 
whether any service was rendered is open to doubt, for 
the Erie Canal ran full thirty miles from Clapp's Comerá, 
and Captain Fisk's labors were confined there ; but if 
he had no part in the making of that water- way, as is 
the probable f act, he somehow made the acquaintance of 
Govemor DeWitt Clinton, or grew to know much about 
and greatly to admire him, perhaps to think him their 
f riend. So when a fifth boy carne to the Fisk domicile, 
in witness of regard for the governor, and borrowing 
from the mother's family tree, they called him Clinton 
Bowen. 
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CHAPTER II. 

PAEENTAGE AND BABLT STTJtEOUNDINOS. 

Clinton Bowen Fisk was born December 8th, 1828. 
Clapp's Corners had not a dozen houses, and none of 
them was pretentions. The borne in which Clinton 
firet saw líght was not the birtbplace of bis yonngest 
brotbers. Two streets, forming a conntry cross-roads, 
comprísed tbe bamlet ; and tbe Fisks originallj located 
on tbe road mnning north and sontb — tbe same wbicb, 
continned tbree f onrtbs of a mile fartber up tbe valley, 
toward Geneseo, in like manner formed and still f orms 
part of anotber small settlement, known as Greigsville 
tben, called iiow Sontb Greigsville. Before Clinton's 
advent tbey cbanged to a lot on tbe road mnning east 
and west, abont f orty rods west of tbe f onr corners. 

Tbe site tbey cbose tbere was very cbarming. It was 
on tbe nortb side of tbe street, facing tbe npper Gene- 
see's bine soutbem bonndary line, some twenty odd miles 
away. Tbe river itself cannot be seen f rom tbis point, 
since it is two miles distant, and bidden by a rise in tbe 
npland on tbe east ; but wide reacbes of intervalo stretcb 
magnificently sontbward, and end in a lofty range of 
bilis belting tbe sontbern sky from west to east. Half a 
mile fartber west, np tbe valley's gentle westem slope, 
tbe view sweeps nnobstructed over tbis depression in tbe 
npland, over tbe ridge beyond, over tbe f ertile Genesee 
flats, and traversos not less tban forty miles of eastem 
borizon dotted witb f arm bnildings and village groups. 
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10 LlFB OF CLÍ2ÍT0K BOWEN" FISKl. 

Half a mile eastward, on the upland ridge, one com- 
mands the same far-reaching prospect, with a western 
background, if he turn to note it, only less captivating, 
where sleep the twin hamlets of Greigsville in a minor • 
valley of their own, and covet nothing more. 

The house to which Benjamín Fisk removed Lydia 
and their f our boys, and whích was hallowed soon with 
the sacredness of a new matemity, was built f or unhal- 
lowed pnrposes. Before the Fisks converted it into a 
domicile it was a distillery — one of those modest manu- 
factories of liquid death so common in our conntry sixty 
years gone by. Its conversión to better uses can be 
credited to no spirit of local reform, for there were few 
temperance reformers then, and Benjamin Fisk was not 
one of those few. Perhaps the distillery did not pay. 
Larger affairs may have rendered its product unprofit- 
able. As a distillery it must have been small ; as a resi- 
dence it was not large. Eighteen by twenty-two feet 
at the most, and but one story high, it could not have 
contained more than three or four rooms, and small ones 
at that. It is standing yet, in habitable preservation, 
and belongs to the Delaware and Lackawanna Eailroad 
Cqmpany, whose thoroughfare cuts clean across the 
original five-acre lot on which the house was built. Its 
batten sidings have never seen paint, and look weather- 
worn, though they are not the same which covered the 
f rame at first. It has grown half a story in height since 
Mistress Lydia made it homelike, and a small wing has 
been added on the west end. 

On a summer's day in 1884 General Fisk went to see 
it. He had never been back to his birthplace since car- 
ried away in his mother's arms. The discovery of salt- 
fields in that neighborhood, and a certainty that the 
whole región was underlaid by salt beds, had set specu- 
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lation rampant. Sharp bargainers were going aboat 
leasíng or buying, under various pretences, all the land 
thought available for salt-producing purposes. With a 
friend the general sought out oíd residenters, whose 
recollections might mn farthest back. Two sisters were 
cited — ^maiden ladies by the ñame of Tnttle, living 
alone ; and he called npon them. But when General 
Fifik began his neighborhood inquines, explaining that 
here was his birthplace, the eider sister interrupted him. 

" You needn't come aronnd making believe any such 
thing," with quick asperity she said. '' I know all you 
salt speculators, and what you're after. You'd like to 
get our land, but you can't ha ve it. We won't sell it 
or léase it to you at any price, and you might just as 
weU go along. " 

General Fisk's keen sense of the ludicrous was excited, 
and he greatly enjoyed her remarks. Her harsh and sus- 
picious mood melted soon, however, as he went on to estab- 
lish hÍ9 identity ^nd pro ve his errand, and she said at last : 

" Yes, I remember the moming you were born. I 
remember rocking the eradle, with you in it, months 
afterward, when your mother went out to weave some 
fuU-cloth at a neighbor's on the hill. You had a good 
mother. Step to the door with me, and I will show you 
the very house where she lived." 

,It was duly pointed out, not far up the street, and 
then they sat down again to inquiry and reminiscence. 
Presently, and picking up a church journal lying on the 
centre-table, the lady asked : 

" Are you the General Fisk this paper tells about ? — 
the one who is so much of a temperance man ?" 

The general recognized his own denominational organ, 
and answered : 

" Yes, I suppose 1 am.'* 
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" Well,'' she went on, giving a little chnckle character- 
istíc of her, " 1 don't know as I onght to tell you, bnt the 
tmth is, yoar father wasn^t jast the sort of man yon are. " 

^^ Do yon mean that he did not believe in temper- . 
anee ?" asked the generaL 

" Not exactly that," was her hesitatíng reply ; " bnt 
he wasn't jnst like yon ;" and she chnckled again. 
** He wonld drink sometimes. " 

^^ Didn't ha ve a monopoly of that sort of thing, did 
he ?" the general inquired. 

^^ Oh, no, not a bit of it !" she made haste to say, 
pnnctnating with a chnckle as she ran on. ^^ 'Most 
everybody drank then, and yonr father was in the mili- 
tary, yon know ; and on training days and Fonrth of 
Jnly he drank. Bnt he was a good man and a first- 
class mechanic, and a man of inflnence." 

She has borne similar testimony since, with more f ree- 
dom of expression, perhaps, than in the gen^ral's pres- 
ence she conld feel ; and she tells, with some pride, how 
he called to see her, and what she said. She insists that 
Benjamin Fisk was not a chnrch-going or religions man ; 
that he seldom or never heard preaching while at that 
place save at a funeral, with one droU exception. And 
she chnckles and shakes her pinmp form more than ever 
when she reconnts that. 

A minister came along one day, so her story goes, 
who wanted his horse shod. He was a Baptist minister, 
and he lived at York. His chnrch was the nearest honse 
of worship, if at that time, as is declared, their only 
place of religions meeting, at Sonth Greigsville, was a 
school-honse. He drew np beside the shops of Captain 
Fisk and asked what wonld be the charge for shoeing his 
horse all ronnd. 

" Preach me a sermón, right there on that horse- 
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block," the blacksmith saíd, '*and l'U do the job and 
not charge yon a cent." 

It majr be that Captain Fisk was more i-eligions than 
the oíd lady admita ; it is possible that he craved the 
preacher^s service, even at considerable cost, when cióse 
to hand. Or he may have possessed that swift sense of 
hnmor for which his son is noted, and may have seized 
npon the idea of a wayside sermón as oflFering some ele- 
ments of sport. He shod the horse^ and then demanded 
his pay. The preacher, nothing loth, mounted the 
ho^-se-block, and solemnly, deliberately, set abont the 
task of compensation. He chose a text, annonnced a 
theme, divided and snbdivided it, and went through 
with his ejíegesis, argument, and application,. as thor- 
oughly as if facing his congregation from the pulpit. 
And so far as known that one auditor never repented his 
bargain. He sat the sermón through. And if there was 
any joke in the transaction, it may not have been all 
agaínst the preacher. 

Whether religious and church-going or not, Benja- 
min Fisk had a creed. He was a Universalist. He 
believed that all men will be saved. He had not held 
to the orthodox faith of his fathers, to which his good 
wife stiU clung. Of a virile, unyielding, rather severe 
nature, masterful and combative, he could more easily 
step outside the narrow.lines of individual trust than 
walk within them, His temperament, of the more heroic, 
assertive order, grew rebellious against meek personal sub- 
míssion to the personal requirements of orthodox faith. 
His dominant characteristics may have come from his 
grandfather, who f ought so bravely on the quarter-deck, 
as the dominant characteristics of liis son, Clinton B., 
must have come from hü grandfather, the gentle-souled 
peacemaker of Kilh'ngly, or from the maternal side. 
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CHAPTER HL 

EABLY BOYHOOD IN MICHIGAN. 

After eight years of cióse economy and hard work 
at Olapp's Comers, Captain Fisk concluded to go f arther 
West. He was not rapidly getting ahead, and tliere 
were the five lads to think of and provide for. Better 
chances conld be fonnd, he felt certain ; and in May, 
1830, he songht them in the new territory of Michigan. 

That was a long way from *' the Genesee Oountry,'' 
bnt, as compared with their former removal, an easy 
way. They went to Baffalo with teams ; from there 
the jonrney was by steamboat to Detroit. Taking pas- 
sage on '' the staiinch, low-pressure ^ William Peacock,' " 
as described in the handbills then, they encountered one 
of the gales for which Lake Erie is famous, and were 
blown back into port. It was a stormy passage throngh- 
out, and occupied nine days. Clinton's older brothers 
remember it well, and speak of it in tones which imply 
less lively enjoyment than might have been expected. 
One of them, Welcome V., came near drowning in the 
river at Detroit, after they reached there. Leaving the 
wharf, to see a bear-show opposite, he sL'pped off a log 
and sank. As he was disappearing the third time, a 
sailor caught him with a boat-hook and drew him out. 
Life was apparently gone, and the word went round that 
a boy was drowned. But resuscitation foUowed, and 
just as Mrs. Fisk was connting her children, to see if the 
reported loss was hers, the dripping lad was brought to 
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her anns stíU more dead than alive. Thns f or the wif e 
and mother Michigan's fírst greeting had in it tronble 
and pain, with an ontcome of great joy. 

Lenawee Oounty, in southeastem Michigan, was at 
that time alluríng many settlers. The ñver Raisin 
traversed it, upon the banks of which occnrred the 
bloodj massacre of 1813. It was all a wildemess nearly, 
with wet, swampy bottoms, rich, wooded nplandfl, and 
Potawatamie Indians in plenty. These latter yet hnng 
abont the neighborhood, idways fríendly and inofiensive, 
but often a nuisance. Daniel Porter had gone there 
f rom York a year earher and bnilt a log-honse two and 
a half miles north of Clinton, which was five miles north 
of the then small village of Tecumseh. Clinton had 
been started and named in 1828 by Alphens Kies, who 
there and then opened a log hotel. When Captain Fisk 
went to it, the place had two hotels and a blacksmith 
shop, and little else bnt its ñame. It has been said that 
this was given by Clinton's father in eqnal recognition 
of the boy, Clinton Fisk, and the govemor, DeWitt 
Clinton ; but snch statement is in part erroneous. Kies 
gave the ñame in honor of New York's govemor before 
Captain Fisk applíed it to his boy. It was a mere coin- 
cidence that Clinton Fisk's boyhood should be spent in 
the town whose ñame he bore. 

The Fisks at first moved into Daniel Porter's house, 
and lived there six weeks. Then they bought out the 
Clinton blacksmith, one Mordy, locally known as '' the 
bell-maker," becanse he made so many bells f or cattle 
to wear. His log shop stood on an acre lot upon the 
«ast side of the north and sonth road, only two lots re- 
moved from the present home of Welcome V. Fisk, and 
near the present centre of Clinton. Captain Fisk had 
spent about.all his ready money in the transfer of family 
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and effects, and reached Clinton with bnt one doUar and 
fifty cents left. They mnst therefore make shift for 
awhile as best they could, and cheerfuUy they did it. 
To the shop they added a log and slab attachment, small 
and rude, and there for two years they lived, the ringing 
anvil near at hand, the smoking f orge eqnally cióse, the 
wheezy bellows puffing half the time by day, and f rom 
the wide-monthed chimney scattering a freqnent shower 
of sparks by night^ The first recollection which abides 
with General Fisk is of seeing his father stampede the 
Indians, who of ten crowded into the shop and annoyed 
him, by swinging a white-hot iron bar from the forge to 
the anvil, so that the blistering scales flew from it in pro- 
fusión and stung their naked legs. It was his accidental 
way of clearing out the Potawatamies when they became 
too friendly and familiar. And it never failed. 

Captain Fisk got on here more encouragingly than 
hitherto. The country was fast settling up. Several 
men foUowed him to Clinton from the township he had 
left, and the place bid fair to thrive. He worked early 
and late, ambitious to secure home and fortune for Lydia 
and their six growing lads, another boy having been 
added to the number since they came. He managed to 
buy eighty acres of wild land two miles away and to 
pay for it, with the help of some cloth which Lydia 
wove before their removal and brought with her, and 
which preved valuable as an article of exchange ; he also 
built a small f rame house near the shop, into which they 
gladly and proudly went. Then the strong man sick- 
ened within six months af ter that better home was his, 
and when all their prospects began to brighten and giv^ 
them gladder hope. Smitten with typhus-fever, the 
result of malarious conditions, no doubt, he mastered the 
first attack and was getting well, when slight exposure 
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caused a relapse that carried him off. This was in 1832, 
and his remains were the first which found sepultare in 
the graveyard at Clinton. A Methodist minister, Eider 
Bangs, preached the funeral sermón. 

With her six boys — one but a mere babe — her qnarter 
section of wild land, her shop and her eneumbered new 
heme, Mrs. Fisk faced rather a sombre fnture. The 
home was given np, and the land sold for three hnndred 
dollars. This money she expended in erecting a frame 
cottage npon another lot, and there she bravely strug- 
gled to keep her family together. How bnsy and brave 
she must have been ! She kept boarders, and did 
lanndiy work, and bonnd hats ; and still she fonnd time 
to care for the neighborhood sick. All who knew her 
then and are living now speak warmly of the unselfish- 
ness she exhibited, the nnfailing courage and noble 
womanliness that were hers. She was loving and true 
and strong. 

When his father died, Clinton B. was a chnbby little 
fellow less than four years oíd. From his mother he 
inherited a sunny disposition, which quickly won him 
friends. Sportive, f un-loving, and f rank, he grew to be 
the village favorito. An eager thirst for knowledge 
early possessed him, and almost before any one knew it 
he had leamed to read. In like self-helpful way he 
leamed to write. On a dry-goods box one day, in f ront 
of the village store, he saw painted in compact, back- 
hand Italic script the address of 

Clinton, Mich., 
Lenawee Co. 

He wag captivated by the neat style of lettering, which 
some expert shipping clerk had achieved, in the remote 
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city of New York. Wíth impetnous desire, Clinton 
Bought the merchants named, and asked if thej would 
sell him that box. They would, bnt the small price put 
npon it was quite beyond his reach. Disappointed and 
sorrowful, he turned about to lea ve, but then an alter- 
nativo Buggested itself. Would they not sell him the 
one board on which that pretty writing was ? Liking 
the boy, the merchants said they would do that, and that 
he might have it for so much, or so little. 

'* And will yon take pay in eggs ?" he further asked. 

Tes, they would accept eggs in payment. 

*' And will you trust me V ' was his final inquiry. 

They would even do that. And after the bargain was 
thus closed he took the coveted board and ran home- 
ward, big with elation, to sit down and calcúlate how 
long before he could finish paying his debt with the eggs 
given him as a premium for careful watching of the 
nests and gathering of their contents. Having patiently 
figured out this problem, he set himself to patient imita- 
tion of the backhand letters, finding in them more than 
half the alphabet. The broad, smooth hearthstone be- 
fore the ampie fireplace was all the slate he had, and 
lying there, cióse to the roaring flames as he could bear, 
he practised writing, as days and nights wore on, until 
he mastered the style, and wrote it easily and well. In 
the same positionhe studied DabolPs '^ Arithmetic," and 
on the same stone surface he set down and wrought out 
the simpler problems DaboU gave. To the heat of that 
fireplace and another, so long directed upon his young 
head while prostrate he wrote and ciphered, his early 
baldness was unquestionably due. 

One by one the four boys older than Clinton were put 
out to Uve with farmers and mechanics in the vicinity, 
and thus maternal burdens grew less. Cyrus, Leander, 
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and jfforace had comfortabre homes, and fairly enjoyed 
them ; Welcome f ell into the hands of a fiery, brutal 
Irisliman, and finally ran away in self-defence, and 
mnch to bis advantage, thongh he did not go far or stay 
long. Their mother boped that Clinton migbt be kept 
with her, but it seemed wiser, at last, that he, too, 
should be making his own way. Across the river and 
the river flats, beyond where Indian banda had often 
camped since the village began, in a small log-house 
containing a big chimney, lived Deacon Elijah Wright. 
It was barely a mile f rom the cottage of his mother, and 
there it was decided Clinton should go. 

He pleaded for the chance himself . But nine years 
oíd though he was, the hunger for an education had 
seized him and would not be satisfied. Somewhere and 
Bomehow he must have the school opportunities which 
his hard-working mother could not aflEord. And though 
he missed no oíler of a penny for errands he could do, 
and saved each coin paid him toward the purpose he had 
formed, there was little prospect of success uniese he 
should accept the proposition made. He heard it, in his 
mother's kitchen, his heart beating one tattoo within his 
breast and his heels beating another upon the washtub 
whereon he sat. By the terms proposed he was to live 
with and work for Deacon Wright until twenty-one 
years oíd, was to have three months of ''schooling" 
each year for at least four years, and when '^ of age" 
he should be paid two hundred dollars in cash and given 
a horse, saddle, and bridle and two suits of clothes. It 
seemed a magnificent opportunity, and much as he loved 
the good mother and hated to leave her, he was in a 
tremor of fear lest she mi'ght pass it by. 

" O my !" he ejaculated, '^ such a chance afi that ! 
ni go, mother ! I'U go !" 
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And 80 he settled it. Go ho did next day. TJiere 
was a wide, wide world of knowledge outreaching before 
him, and he could explore it, or so he fancied, from 
those paths near by which focused at the deacon's farm. 
So glad and grand a thing it seemed, this chance of his, 
and so glad and elate was he as he kissed his niother 
good-by at the door, tbat looking back he wondered 
why her face grew swiftly sad, and why she put her 
apron often to her eyes till he was out of sight. 
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It was but an ordinary pioneer home to wliich this 
Imngry lad so gladly went. In it and abont it there 
was enongh to busy a chore-boy from year's end to 
year's end. He was not allowed much leisure, ñor did 
he have a harder time than has or had the average 
farmer's son. But he lacked the advantages which to-day 
the average boy enjoys. Books were few in the neigh- 
borhood, and iiis craving for them was constant, insati- 
able. His three months yearly at the log school-house 
but served to whet an almost abnormal appetite for 
knowledge, and render him more passionately eager for 
that which was denied. His chief opportunities for 
study were not in school, but at the fireplace, as in the 
home he had left ; and there, stretched flat upon the 
hearthstone, he lay long evenings through, conning 
the lessons to be learned, devouring every printed 
page that he could capture. When tired of study 
he would turn upon his back and count the stars that 
crossed his field of visión through the yawning chimney's 
throat. 

The first literary possession he could cali his own was 
a mutilated copy of Shakespeare. He happened to see 
it one day in the hands of a neighbor, who was wiping 
his razor upon its leaves, tearing oS one at a time as 
needed for that purpose. This vandalism had gone on 
so long that two or three plays were missing already, but 
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Btill he begged to buy it. The f armer consented to sell, 
and Clinton paid him by hoeíng com two days. He f elt 
a iBturdy pride in his parchase, damaged thongh it was ; 
and what remained of Shakespeare he read as best 
he could, catching even then, we may believe, some 
glimmer of the great poet's finest meanings and grandest 
thoughts. Beginning with this one volnme, he estab- 
lished a genuino circnlating library, a shoe-box for his 
bookcase, of which the emasculated Shakespeare, an 
entire " Robinson Crusoe," a wom " Pilgrim's Prog- 
ress," a '* Paradise Lost,'' and a " Columbian Orator," 
f ormed the largest part. If these were not all entertain- 
ing books for so young a lad, one of them, at least, had 
fascination ín it, and they were such as neighborhood 
resources would permit. 

Clinton was bright, quick-witted, ambitious. He had 
an exceptional memory. He thought much about what 
he read, and talked of it freely with those around him. 
The man he ser ved had fair inteUigence, and a sensible 
appreciation of the superiority knowledge gave. Per- 
haps as much encouragement was given the boy by those 
he daily met as prudence could justify. He worked 
faithfuUy, often hard, but all his spare moments were 
given to reading. His thirst for knowledge grew daily 
more intense. Like many another lad, he dreamed of 
broad endeavor and splendid achievement, and felt in 
eager haste for manhood's royal morrow. 

It was in front of Deacon Wright's fireplace that his 
earliest anti-slavery convictions took root. The deacon 
was an abolitionist of the original type — tenacious, ardent ; 
and so was his wife. They held long and animated con- 
versations over slavery, and all the innato hatred of 
Clinton's boyish heart quickened and grew strong against 
it. Tet that he should ever have such part as carne to 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



AT THE DBACON'S AND AFTBRWARD. 23 

him ín caring for slavery's effects, no prophetic aspira- 
tions might foretell. 

The year after he went to live at Deacon Wright's, a 
veteran Baptist missionary, Kev. Kobert Powell, held 
revival meetings ia a school-house two miles west. He 
attended these, and became interested. Yonng as he 
was, he had more mental maturity than many older 
yonth ; and back of him was a religious lineage un- 
asnal, from which he had inherited nnnsnally strong re- 
ligions tendencies. His temperament was responsive to 
the tonch of divine things. He had read so mnch, too, 
that he was well gronnded in the fundamentáis of Chris- 
tian faith, 

One night the preacher's text read : " Come nnto me 
all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest '' {Matthew 11 : 28). A weary working boy, 
tired with the labors of the day, Clinton had trndged 
over to the meeting. That Scriptnre tonched him very 
deeply. He listened with a new tendemess to the ser- 
món which followed, and afterward went forward with 
others for prayers, while the congregation sang, ^* Alas ! 
and did my Savionr bleed ?" Across liis sonl there 
roUed a burden of conscious guilt nnknown till that 
hour. He thirsted for the personal comfort of Christ. 
Then came the hymned confession and covenant of those 
abont him, sweet and pulsing with recognition and 

avowal — 

*< Bnt drops of grief can ne'er repay 
The debt of love I owe ; 
Here, Lord, I give myself away, 
'Tis aU that I can do." 

TJpon the wings of faith and song his burden lifted. 
" I adopted the statement and pledge as mine," he testi- 
fied later, " and was born into the kingdom. " A happy 
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walk acroBs the fields homeward finished the day for 
him, and in his life it formed a way-mark memorable 
above all others. 

He was baptized a little later, on a Sunday afternoon, 
in the river Raisin, by Eider Powell, and joined the 
Baptist Church. A sturdy little Baptist he remained, 
too, for some time af terward, as affirmed by one of his 
playmates still living in Clinton ; an earnest believer in 
and advócate of immersion, and quite well read in the 
froB and cons thereof. Best of all, as this gentleman 
testifies, he was an active, working Christian, solicitous 
for human souls. He talked often with the boys who 
worked and played with him about religious things, and 
prayed with them as well ; and though he did not cease 
to be a boy himself, alive, alert, with genuino boyish 
pranks and innocent mischief, they knew that he was 
devoted and sincere. 

His lips were clean. Only twice does he remember to 
have soiled them with an oath. On the first occasion he 
was buming brush in a back lot haK a mile away from 
every one but God. He had heard much profanity, as 
in those days every boy did hear it. Young tongues and 
puré could easily echo oaths. They seemed to many 
youth the manly form of emphasis. Vexed and fretted 
by some obstacle his hands encountered, Clinton voiced 
a mild expletivo, which did not viólate the third com- 
mandment. It shocked him, however, coming from 
himself. It violated his integrity of Christian speech. 
Conscience began at once to goad him and give him 
punishment. He could neither be happy ñor work on 
until, kneeling by a stump near by, he had acknowledged 
his fault and sin, and implored God's forgiveness. And 
of his second slip he repented in similar swift fashion, 
never to err that way again. 
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Afl Clinton read and stadied on before the fíreplace 
in the farmer's home, or, often, with book in hand, 
about his duties as chore-boy, there grew within him a 
desire f or wider things. This chance that had appeared 
at first so fine did not develop as he snpposed it would, 
or in the ratio of his developing aspirations. * At best 
he coTild count upon two or three years only, in the 
aggregate, of school advantages, before he should come 
*' of age " and command his time ; and he daily hnn- 
gered for more, and of a better sort. At length hesita- 
tion yielded to hope, and he laid the case before Deacon 
Wright. But the deacon failed to see any way of satis- 
faction. Then Western, his younger brother — so named 
because of the Western fever which brought Captain Fisk 
to Michigan — fell ill and died. The older boys were 
scattered, as has been said. Theír mother was left en- 
tirely alone. She missed her baby, and grew more lone- 
some and unhappy week by week. She coveted Clinton, 
and sought to secure his retum. Between her and 
Deacon Wright there were many interviews and seasons 
of consideration, with the subject of them all a deeply 
interested listener or participant. It grew to be a grave 
qaestion, in his mind, whether the terms his master pro- 
posed, as conditioning his reléase, could be met ; and he 
spent anxious hours with the deacon in discussing them. 
Atlastconcessions were made which Mrs. Fisk accepted, 
and af ter two years and a little more of f arm lif e Clinton 
found himself back with his mother, sharing cheerf ally 
the poverty she bore, because f ree to work out, with her 
consent and help, the better things of which ambitiously 
he dreamed. 

He did not find the doors of opportimity wide open 
even now. It was not easy for the boy of eleven to 
overeóme snch diflSicTilties as hedged him in. But he 
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was at home, and liis mother's counsels were wise, her 
love was great. There must come brighter days farther 
on. He should be her brave and cheerful helper. 
Somehow they should get along. He might go to school, 
when school there was ; the way would grow kinder 
by and by. 

Blessed is theladwho has a royal mother-heart to com- 
fort him in such sweet and blessed wise ! Blessed is the 
man who can look back upon a boyhood ennobled and 
inspired by such a mother-heart I 

Whatever he could do Clinton did to help the mother 
who so helped him. AU sorts of odd jobs were thrown 
into his hands by neighbors and clerks, each of whom 
liked the lad and wanted to see him succeed. He ran 
errands, he carried packages, he watered horses, he 
drove cows ; he took such pay as carne. Of ten his com- 
pensation was in some printed form or other-— a stray 
magazíne, or an oíd newspaper, or a well-thumbed book 
which none coveted but he. In this manner he acquired 
and read " The Pickwick Papers," then running as a 
serial in a Philadelphia journal, and reverting from the 
regular subscriber to himself. His taste did not discrim- 
inate against anything in the shape of print that fortune 
threw in his way. He read omnivorously, with Tarying 
interest, to be sure, but always interested. Whatever 
treated of the Revolution or slavery, or was adapted to 
declamation, he caught at quickest. The nativo instincts 
of an orator were his, and he soon committed to memory 
every page in the oíd '' Columbian " coUection, reciting 
favorito pieces often to an imaginary audience, and 
thrilling with the effort thus made. 

It must ha ve been just af ter hisretum from life on the 
deacon's farm that he first publicly appeared in an 
oratorical capacity. With some other active lads he 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



AT THE DKACON'S AND AFTBBWARD. 27 

planned a Fourth of July celebra! ion, and was designated 
to deliver the address. With all possible care he wrote 
it oat ; Schoolmaster Tidd corrected it and perhaps a 
little improved it ; and then he carefnilj memorized the 
production. It glowed with revolutionary spirit and 
patriotism. It was radical with anti slavery sentiment. 
Its delivery, in a grove by the riverside, before a real 
andience numbering about all the people in that neigh- 
borhood, bronght the climax of exnltation and exaltation 
to Clinton B. Some grown-np patriota had taken the 
affair partly in hand and given it more general char- 
acter, and it surprised the town. Having organized a 
little company of cadets, Clinton marched them about 
the village, some hint of his militarj qnalifications thus 
early manifest, and halted them in front of the Eagle 
Hotel. The landlord, one Parks, invited them in to 
drink. Bnt that was a cold-water company, made so 
throngh the influence of a cold-water captain. The 
company hesitated, and the landlord urged. 

" Can we ha ve anything to drink wo want ?" inqnired 
yonng Captain Fisk. 

The landlord said they could. 

" Then we'U all come in and take some lemonade," 
said the captain ; and in they went. 

The resnlt was a speedy dearth of lemons and sngar in 
that hotel, and widespread enjoyment of the kndlord's 
discomfiture. 
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CHAPTER V. 



BEABINO THE BIBNBY FLAG. 



The Presidential campaign of 1840, with its " log- 
cabin and liard eider '* features, is well remeinbered by 
the middle-aged men of to-day. Especial interest was 
felt jn it throughout southeasteru Michigan, because two 
of tlie candidates had figured actively in a fiercer and 
bloodier campaign on that same soil a generation pre- 
vious. General Harrison's Indian warfare along the 
Maumee and up and down the Raisin had not yet be- 
come ancient history ; and in that wilder campaigning 
Major Richard M. Johnson, of Kentucky, had taken 
conspicuous part. Now Harrison was the Whig nominee 
f or President, and Johnson had bcen nomi'nated for^ice- 
President by the Democrats. The ñame of each was 
familiar, from local association, in all that range of 
country round about Detroit, on both sides the Canadian 
line. 

Johnson came to Lenawee County, and spoke ín Clin- 
ton. He had been a gallant soldier in his early man- 
hood ; he was a brilliant orator now, with the dash and 
fervor characteristic of Southern speakers. The boy 
Clinton went to hear him, though not a Democrat. 

For it should be recorded that while all the other lads 
in his neighborhood were Democrats or Whigs, Clinton 
Fisk went with an unpopular cause, and shouted for 
liberty. His party was the Liberty Party. Descended 
from ancestors who ever held strong moral and political 
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convictíons, he was bom to hate that great prophetíc f act 
in our nationallífe which begat abolitionism and inspired 
political organization to put the f act away. Quickly and 
faithfully he identified himself with that organization, 
and felt a sturdy pride in his alliance which could not be 
repressed. And while his mates were growing up to walk 
in the partisan way of their f athers, and his well-grown 
brothers would soon vote the Democratic ticket, he stood 
out with boyish boldness for the little party scorned and 
sneered at on every side. His faith in it never faltered. 
With brave and resolute heart he could hold alone by 
what he thonght was right, and feel no sense of 
shame. 

Those were exciting days when vast crowds gathered 
to shout and sing for '* Tippecanoe and Tyler too." 
Hard eider flowed abnndantly at every assemblage of the 
Whigs, and it may be tme, as has been said, that many^a 
drnnkard in af ter years could trace his downward course 
to " log-cabin " gatherings during the summer and fall 
of 1840. There were processions and barbecues and 
banners everywhere. The very air grew heavy with 
political feeling and party strife. Even youngest lads 
were eager in party demonstration, and vied with each 
other, and excited men, in the heated clamor of the 
times. 

It humiliated Clinton Fisk to see the little Whigs and 
Democrats bearing their neat banners and flags about, 
gay with color and glorious with possible victory, while 
no cheers went up and no flag was lif ted for the candi- 
dates of his cholee. He wanted a banner, too, and de- 
termined to have it. By selling molasses candy he 
eamed a little cash, and with it purchased three fourths 
of a yard of cotton sheeting. Some axle grease served 
him for paint, and with that he inscribod, in crude black 
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letters upon the white cloth, the tiieket which had few 
f rlends : 

BIRNEY AND LEMOYNE. 

Havíng a banner, he needed but a staff to bear it as 
proudly as bis mates were bearing theirs. The need was 
urgent, and his resources were meagre. He must take 
part in the processions, large and small, and his flag must 
be held aloft. So he justified, to himself, the appropri- 
ation of his mother's broom-handle, after sawing off the 
brush, and on it he nailed the banner *' with that strange 
device," and bore it to victory. To victory, because he 
had to fight for the privilege of canying it at all, and 
won his firet actual battl'e in llfe upon that issue of re- 
form. The other boys made a vigorous attack upon 
him when he appeared with it in their midst, and he 
made still more vigorous defence. It was a lively méUe 
which foUowed, and in it flags, sta&, boys, and a broom- 
stick were sadly mixed up, if not much demoralized ; 
but the Birney banner triumphed, and Clinton bore it 
exultantly and unmolested from that time. It may be 
his exultation was a bit discounted, however, when his 
mother spanked him for spoiling her broom. Whether 
she often punished him that way he does not testify, 
though he often refers with a sigh to '' those j?aZmy 
days." 

He went to the Democratic meeting at which Johnson 
spoke, and with his banner perched himself just front of 
the platform, in the grove where a crowd was gathered. 
Ossian E. Dodge, a then popular minstrel, sat there, 
with other singers forming a quartette — the first Clinton 
had ever heard. The Birney flag caught the minstrel's 
eye, and to the Birney boy he said : 

" See here, boy, go away with your dirty rag !" 
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Then the Birney boy was led indignantly to prophesy. 

'' This dirty rag will one day swallow up all other 
political banners !" he declared, his shrill tones quiver- 
ing with a consciousness of insult. 

It may not be amiss to add just here that ín 1860, 
speaking for the Kepnblican candidates at another town 
in Michigan, General Rsk met Ossian E. Dodge again, 
singing for party snceess, and publicly reminded him of 
the incident above given, and of that prophecy uttered 
twenty years bef ore. 

Colonel Johnson 's oratory captivated Clinton, and made 
him wish to hear more of it. Next day the brilKant 
Kentnckian was to speak at Tecumseh, and the boy grew 
crazy to be there. What matter if it was not a gather- 
ing of hÍ8 party ? — his party had not yet come to the 
mass-meeting estáte — all the same he was eager to see 
the crowd, and hear the music, and catch its inspiration. 
The martial spirit of his father and of certain fore- 
fathers rose and thrilled within him at thought of the 
splendid assemblage, the sharp vigor of fife and drum, 
perhaps the glitter of military parade, and the sure glow 
of impassioned speech. Then the glamour of heroism 
and romance hung about the orator's personality, for he 
it was, as campaign stories ran, who with his own hand 
slew the great Tecumseh upon the bank of the Thames. 
What boy with a soldier's future waiting even far ahead 
could not feel the strong allurement of such a candidate, 
with oratorical power such as his ! 

His brother Welcome and another young man drove 
to the Tecumseh meeting in a buggy. When o ver half 
way there Welcome saw something sticking out from 
under the buggy-seat behind. It was a boy's foot. It 
belonged to a boy. The boy was Clinton B. He had 
smuggled himself on board, and curled up in this pain- 
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ful f afíhion was bound f or the place of his desire. He 
might easier have walked the five miles, possibly, but it 
would not have been so much fun. And he loved f un 
dearly always. 

A year after this wonderful campaign an important 
event oecurred. Mrs. Fisk mamed again. Wilh'am 
Smith, a wealthy farmer living at Spring Arbor, twelve 
miles from Jackson, having somehow heard of her worth 
and work, songht her acquaintance, and persuaded her 
to abandon widowhood. The little home was given up, 
the struggles of a lonely life terminated, and with Clin- 
ton, in the fall of 1841, she went to easier conditions 
and an apparently assured futnre for her boy. He won 
the warm aflfection of his stepfather at once ; and Mr. 
Smith, thinking so highly of edncation that he soon 
planned the establishment of a coUege, was willing and 
anxious to give his bright stepson a chance. 

But for a time Spring Arbor advantages were limited. 
The district school was two miles and a half away, and 
Clinton walked that distance daily to and fro when any 
school there was. Sometimos he went to the school- 
house for other than school reasons. Mr. Smith was an 
/ abolitionist, like Deacon Wright, and under his arrange- 
ment abolition meetings were occasionally held there, for 
which Clinton built the fires, and in which his young 
convictions grew steadily stronger and more maturo. 
He breathed now an intenser radical atmosphere than 
ever, in point of fact, for the Smith homestead was a 
station on the TJnderground Railroad, and boy as he was, 
Clinton became a sub-conductor of that famous thor- 
oughfare. Many a time within the next three or four 
years was he called up at night and despatched with 
some dusky passenger toward the Detroit River and 
Freedom. He could drive to the next station and get 
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back by daylight generally, with no one the wiser for 
his going or retuming ; but some siispicion existed in the 
minds of pro-slavery neighbors, after all, and it found 
expression vaguely now and then. 

He was nearing home one moming a little later than 
it should have been after such an errand, and rather 
tired and sleepy from his all-night's trip. Jogging 
along without much care or concern as to who saw him, 
he met a stern religionist of the town, who was also 
sternly opposed to aboHtion ideas, and who believed 
slavery a divine institution. He, too, was a deacon, but 
not of Elijah Wright's kind. Looking sharply at the 
tired horse and the sleepy driver, and suspecting both of 
nnholy uses — perhaps imagining Clinton to have been 
out on some midnight lark of quite another sort — this 
deacon said : 

'' Young man, I know where you're going !" 

PuUing up short, the young man simply asked : 

''Where?" 

And slowly and with solemn emphasis the deacon 
answered : 

" You're going to hell !" 

Then as slowly and solemnly the young man made 
responso : 

'' No, sir ! You are mistaken. I'm going home to 
breakfast.^' 

And thelook of horror and surprise upon thatdeacon's 
face as the young man drove on is not forgotten by the 
young man yet. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

STBUGGLE8 FOB AN EDUCATION. 

Two years were spent by Clinton in the Smith faniily 
without intemiption. He was rarely idle. When not 
in scfaool he worked upon the farm. A very comfort-, 
able home was his, with some luxuries, including more 
books than he had known ; but it does not appear that he 
had quite all he craved. 

His effort to obtain one special text-book was tinged 
with pathos. He was then fifteen years oíd, rather tall 
and slim and slight. Whoever looked at him must f ancy 
that he was less fitted for hard knocks than for the quiet 
of a student's life. Yet he could devoto much physical 
energy to give the student in him a chance. He caught 
a coon — no strange thing for a boy where coons 
abounded, bnt he caught this one for an unusual pur- 
pose. Then with singular patience he taught the coon 
more tricks than were ever dreamed of before in a coon's 
tricky philosophy. Of course he came to love the sly, 
sleek, serene yet semi-humorous animal, and to feel a 
certain pride in him as well. He would gladly have 
kept him, after all his patient application, foUowed by 
the reward of such expertness. But resolutely he put 
love and desire one side, and as resolutely walked twelve 
miles to Jackson, sold his coon as a trick wonder to a 
circus exhibiting there, bought Anthon's " Latin Les- 
6on?," and walked the long way home again, sorrowful 
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over the loss of his pet, but glad in possession of the 
book he had coveted so keenly. 

It was not easy to study Latín alone unaided, now tliat 
the Latín grammar was his. But at night, ín front of 
the fireplace, and by day whíle afield, he plodded on 
through nouns and verbs, declensíons and conjugatíons. 
With the help of wrítten slíps prepared for such use the 
night before, he conned his Latín exercíses many a day- 
light hour behind the plough, or drívíng the cattle to pas- 
ture, or foUowíng the drag. The genítíve diphthong 
troubled hím more than all else. Was íts pronuncíatíon 
determíned by the a or the e f Not a serious qucstíon, 
the average youth might have said ; and Clinton might 
have thonght so, only he was not the average youth. 
His ambítíon saíd constantly to hím, '' Be right." No- 
body near hím knew a Latín word, but he leamed, by 
chance, of another boy studyíng the language who was to 
be at a camp-meetíng ten miles distant. To meet that 
boy he walked the twenty miles of that round trip, and 
he faírly hugged himself the whole retuming distance 
because of his success in pumpíng the boy dry of Latin 
Information wíthout tellíng how líttle he really knew 
himself. 

His likíng for declamatíon díd not cease. He memo- 
rized about every bit of stírring prose or verse which 
came under his eye, and never tíred of repeating it. 
Stepfather Smíth had an oíd bay horse known as Jerry 
which Clinton rodé regularly to the post-oflSce, two and 
a half miles away, on maíl days, and Jerry became his 
patíent audíence. The boy's voice, it ís said, could often 
be heard a f uU half mile as, standing ín the saddle, he 
made some writer's eloquence his own, whíle Jerry 
wondered, possíbly, what ít all meant, yet seldom an- 
swered neigh. 
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Deacon Smith — for, if not actualljr a deacon, they 
called him so — was a very pious man, and besides being 
a Christian and an abolí tionist, lie was a " Millerite." 
He looked for the end of the world. With a f ew of like 
faith he had ciphered out the problem of Christ's reap- 
pearance, and the final ascensión of the saints. And 
more than once Clinton was called np in the night or 
bidden be ready by day to mount heav^enward. With 
so good and strong a man as his stepfather believing 
implicitly in the near finis, a summons like this could 
not be other than impressive and awesome, even though 
the boy doubted much and did very little dread. 

In the fall of 184:3 Clinton went to Albion Seminary 
for the preliminary conree of study that shoald fit hira 
for college. Not so much from necessity, it may be 
assumed, as from independent choice, he rather roughed 
it there. With a Miss Benedict, a Misa Depew, a 
brother of the former and some othera, he organized a 
students' club, and they boarded themselves at an aver- 
age weekly cost of sixty cents each. By the kindness of 
Eev. Loren Grant, Clinton slept in a loft over that gen- 
tleman's woodshed. His previous self-teaching had 
served so well that he took front rank promptly in all 
classes, and was able to hold his own throughout the 
winter term with ease. 

In the spring of 1844 he went back to Spring Arbor to 
resume work on the farm. Not yet were the plans for 
his thorough education fuUy made, but they took shape 
during the next few months. With other men of means 
and influence, William Smith that summer founded 
Michigan Central College, in the little town near which 
he lived, and here Clinton Fisk was to go f orward and 
gradúate. Daniel M. Graham became its firet principal, 
and with Andrew Jackson Graham, Clinton began the 
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stndy of Greek that fall. He was happy in the thought 
of unbroken educational opportunity till a college 
diploma should be bis, and after tbat be bad not 
clearly made up bis mind. Sixteen, sunny of beart, 
Bwift to leam, tbe adopted fávorite of a man wbom 
every one respected and wbom be bad come to love, tbe 
futuro seemed brigbt before bim, and bope was literally 
bounding in bis breast. 

Tben suddenly, for Williara Smitb alone, tbe world's 
end came. He died almost witbout any warning, on 
Cbristraas Day. And again for Clinton Fisk, as for bis 
twice-widowed motber, all tbings were cbanged. On 
May 5tb, 1845, tbey left tbe Smitb bomestead for Albion, 
wbere Mr. Isaac Ñ. Swayne, son-in-law of Mr. Smitb, 
provided for tbem a little bome wbicb togetber tbey oc- 
cupied until autumn, wben tbe motber went back to 
Clinton for permanent residence, and later once more 
remarried tbere. Her tbird busband was tbe minister by 
wbom Clinton was baptized, Rev. Robert Powell, and 
witb bim sbe bad many years of peacef ul companionsbip 
on a farm two miles from Clinton, f ree from burdensome 
cares and in an atmospbere of comforting Cbristian trust. 

Cbnton's college purposes were not abandoned. Part 
of tbe years 1845 and 1846 be pursued bis preliminary 
conrse, leading eacb class be was in. He bad some 
brigbt classmates, too. One of tbem was Wirt W. 
Dexter, now of Cbicago ; anotber, J. Stirling Martin, of 
tbe same city ; a tbird was bis partial namesake and 
perbaps very distant relativ^e, L. E. Fisk, now President 
of Albion College. Like all students, tbese bad tbeir 
merry times, tbeir practical jokes. One of tbe latter 
came near to tragedy, and grew almost too serious for 
sport. Boxes of food were sent sometimes to Clinton 
from tbe motber's kitcben, and were welcomed, of 
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course. Another youth, named Stewaxt, thought it no 
sin to slip into Clinton's room occasionally while Clinton 
was out and fiU himself with pie and cake. Willing to 
pnnish him a bit^ and missing lialf a pie which he 
had placed conspicuonsly, and which Stewart had 
made way with, Clinton said soberly, but in anxious 
tones : 

*' Stewart, yon didn't eat that pie ?" 

A little frightened, the victim allowed he did. Heav- 
ing a troubled sigh, and looking much concemed, liis 
tormentor said : 

" Well, I hope it won't kill yon !" 

"Why — why — what was the matter with it ?" in- 
quired Stewart, now much alarmed. 

*' Yon didn't know it was fixed there on purpose to 
kill rats ?" insinuated Clinton. 

*' How should I know it?" the young man asked, 
frightened yet more terribly. '' What shall I do ? Am 
I poisoned ? . Do yon think I'U die ?" 

Then Clinton's chum, Martin, carne f orward and offered 
to fix him some medicine that might ward off death. It 
was prepared, and taken with almost fatal effeet. In a 
few hours Stewart grew so weak and used up that he 
looked like a hospital patient near his end, and aU the 
time the young man's alarm became more terrible. At 
last his sister, Miss MoUie Stewart, suspected the secret 
of his illness, and laid her suspicions before the princi- 
pal. Toong Martin and Fisk were arraígned in his pres- 
ence, and manf ully conf essed the joke. He reprimanded 
them severely, but his keen eyes twinkled as he did so, 
and they saw him laughing silently as they lef t his room. 
The joke got out, and for some time afterward the dpor 
of these two young men bore upon it this sign, placed 
there by appreciative hands : 
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FisK & Martin, 

BOTANIC PHYSICIANS. 

Refer to W, W. S 

General Fisk may well, as he does, give credit to those 
school terms at Albion for the larger part of his life's 
worth and work ; for he won there more and better 
things than an insight into Greek participles and a 
knowledge of Cflesar's '' Commentaríes." He leamed by 
heart, as never in solitary field studies could he have done, 
the Latín verb amo. Among his fellow-students was a 
round-faced, rosy-cheeked, black-eyed girl of fourteen, 
from Oold water, Mich. — Jeannette A. Orippen. He 
saw her first in June, 1845, and the sehool-days were 
brighter for him every month af terward. By and by he 
won her heart, as altogether she won his, and with it he 
won, for a near and a long futuro, all the better things 
implied above — helpful companionship, loyal devotion, 
unyielding confidence, and the sweet, fearless, faithful 
strength of a character fine-fibred, close-knit, self-reliant 
in superlativo degree. 

During a part of 1846 he taught school in the town- 
ship of Bridgewater, near where his mother had gone to 
live ; but this only as a makeshif t. He had set his face 
toward Ann Arbor, and the University of Michigan 
there. He was ready indeed to enter Sophomore year 
at that institution, when Providence ordered otherwise. 
Hard study by night, and the intense heat of fire- 
light by which he had read and studied much, bore fruit 
in disease of the eyes so acute and continued that f urther 
cióse application became impossible ; and with keen, 
lasting regret he gave up his long-cherished hope, put 
away the books he loved so well, turned his back on 
teachers and teaching, and began as best he might to 
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work out a business career. His bitter disappointment 
can be nnderstood only by those who have hungered 
with desire like his for all that books and schools can 
yield, have tasted a little time the sweets of their satis- 
faction, and then have been thmst suddenly away where 
famine is. 

During bíx months of 1847 he served as clerk in the 
store of John Keyes, at Manchester, Mich., and throngh 
the spring and snmmer of 1848 he was a clerk at Albion 
for M. Hannahs & Son. His genial good-natnre, his 
native politeness, and his active ways made friends for 
him and for his employers, and he speedily developed 
bnsiness gifts and adaptiveness of a superior, even a sur- 
prising order. He was qnick, discriminating, ready. 
He gave to the poorest patrón equal courtesy accorded 
the rich. He had unyielding convictions, but they were 
covered as with velvet. His tact made contact with him 
agreeable for all. By some swift instinct he started at 
once on the sure road to business popularity that in general 
means business success ; whicH accounts largely, if not 
altogether, for the fact that he went to Coldwater in 
September, 1848, and formed a business alliance with 
Crippen & Kellogg in that place. It was another way- 
mark, the going there. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OHAPTETl VII. 

MARRIAGK AND BUSINESS AT COLDWATEB. 

Miss Jeannette Crippen had a brother, J. B. Crip- 
pen, who at Albion formed f or Clinton B. a wann at- 
tachment, and it was ostensibly to visit him that Clin- 
ton sought Cold water at first. He may ha ve confessed 
also a wisli to see Miss Jeannette hereelf . The yonng 
lady's father, Mr. L. D. Crippen, was the leading busi- 
ness man in Coldwater at that time, with large capital 
and varied interests, comprising milis, a store, farm 
lands, etc. The place numbered from two to three 
thousand population, and was a recognized commercial 
centre of Southern Michigan. Round about it were 
fertile reaches of country being rapidly brought into 
cultivation and requiring large cash advances for de- 
velopment. It was a wide, rich field for sagacious busi- 
ness operations. 

By advantageous arrangement with the Crippens, 
Clinton became associated at once wíth the firm as it 
stood then, J. B. Crippen and himself having part 
therein without ñame. It remained Crippen & Kellogg 
two years longer, and grew yet more successful. Having 
put away entirely his higher educational ambitions, and 
possessing acquirements ampie for a commercial life, 
our young friend was ambitious along these lines of 
alternativo effort, and set his heart on success. His self- 
confidence grew strong. It was not undue assurance, but 
a f air measure of his own powers, that gave him f aith and 
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lent firmness of parpóse. He had rare incentive, too, to 
work and win. A home and fortune were one day to 
be his. He was trusted, and given a chance. He had 
lost much, but prodigal things were yet in store. No 
wonder that he gave himself so f reely and with snch 
prosperous results. He was spendthrift of good-natnre, 
cheerful conrtesy, willing zeal. He shrank f rom nothing 
that was honorable and profitable. He became a neces- 
sity in the various departments of business carried on. 
Alert, adept, adaptable, he could not be spared. 

In 1850 Mr. Kellogg retired, and the firm was made 
L. D. Crippen & Son, with Clinton Fisk a still silent 
but very active partner. On February 20th of that year 
he married Miss Crippen, and thus established a dual 
partnership, which compensated him for loss of col- 
lege honors. The young couple began doraestic life 
together under favorable auspices in a modest cottage 
on Chicago Street, the chief avenue of Cold water. The 
parents of Mrs. Fisk f urnished and fitted up this home 
for them, and in it the sweetest ambitions of Clinton B. 
were realized. 

lu business too he prospered f ar beyond his dreams. 
The same year Crippen's Exchange Bank was started by 
Crippen & Fisk, and with good capital its operations 
extended widely in a short time. Mr. Fisk managed 
bank affairs chiefly from the day it opened, and here, as 
in the more miscellaneous business activities,.he showed 
exceptional sagacity, the instinct of success. His un- 
failing good-fellowship, his consummate skill in dealing 
with men, insured patronage and commanded friends. 
He took part or led in every enterprise for the town's 
welfare. He was active and zealous in all the com- 
munity's good works. Among other things which 
helped his popularity with the younger generation, he 
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organized the first band Coldwater knew, and himself 
played in it f or some time, taking the £ flat tuba. He 
proved himself accessible, many-sided, clear-headed, with 
executive tálente remarkable and diverse. 

Perhaps in token of past remembrances, in 1853 he 
bought a farm. It lay just outside and adjoining the 
Corporation, northeast, and could not be surpassed for 
beanty and f ertility in all that f ertile región. Upon it 
he erected fine bnildings and conducted practical experi- 
ments. He made it the premium farm of that county, 
and Mrs. Fisk yet has a set of silver píate awarded him 
by the committee who pronounced it so. It boasted the 
best stock known, and became, with its equipment, an ob- 
ject of local pride. It advertised the owner as a man of 
exqnisite rural taste allied with practical sense as an agri- 
culturist. If he did not make money oflE his well-kept 
acres, he made a better rural sentiment around them and 
lifted higher the standard of neighboring rural lif e. 

It was not until 1854 that the distinctively Ohristian 
quality of his manhood became dominant. He had 
never let clean go of God, as do so many youth between 
fifteen and twenty-five, but his church relations for a 
time were rather nominal. Of composite religious 
antecedents and of Baptist conversión, he came while at 
Albion into Methodist communion and faith, but not 
then into f ull Methodistic activity. The need of prayer 
seemed less pressing than the cali for work during those 
busy years before and after marriage. Almost without 
realizing it he had drifted religiously into that indiffer- 
ent, careless, well-nigh prayerless condition of mind 
common to energetic, overworked business men. 

At home one night, after supper was over, his little 
three-year-old daughter Mary came and knelt by him to 
say her evening prayer. The mother was occupied un- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



44 LIM OF OUüTrOír BOWEK MSK. 

usnally, and f or once her sweetest maternal dnty she dele- 
gated to him. White-robed and pnre as the white-robed 
ones above, the tiny figure bowed its head npon his knee 
and prayed. It was a new experience to this busy young 
man. He listened, with heart beating swifter, to her 
simple formula, and to the special plea of ^^ God bless 
papa, God bless mamma," at the cióse. And when the 
child rose up her question smote him like a blow : 

*' Papa, why don't you pray ?" 

He made some hasty answer, and kissed her haunting 
Hps good-night. Then he went down street and into the 
bank, and tried to labor there. But his mind would not 
fix itself on matters of finance. Between him and credit 
balances, bilis of exchange, discounts, and the like carne 
persistently.that little form in white ; over and o ver he 
heard again the prayer breathed sof tly at his knee, and 
echoing in his ears, with sweet and strange persistence 
that would not be put aside, her question repeated itself : 

" Papa, why don't you pray ?" 

At last he yielded to the influences which he could not 
control, thrust business considerations quite away, and 
did the soberest thinking he had done f or many a month. 
And in the midst of commercial success, facing what 
promised to be a widely prosperous future, he resolved 
hereafter to be as active f or God as for Clinton Fisk, and 
to lea ven all his business life with prayer. 

Bolting his safes and turning the key of his bank door, 
he walked homeward. Eeaching there, he sat down near 
his wife and said : 

" Did you hear the question Mary asked me, Jean- 
nette ?" 

" Yes, Clinton, I heard it," answered Mrs. Fisk. 

" Well, Jenny, I've been thinking it all over, and 
l've made up my mind that, with God's help, we'll ha ve 
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all the praying there ought to be in this household here- 
after. If you'll hand me the Bible, we'll begin now." 

So there and then, with the Book in hand and a new 
resolve in his heart, they set up a f amily altar which 
neither time ñor care ñor disaster has tom down. And 
often since that night the question of little Mary has come 
to him with talismanic charm and sent him to the surest 
source of help and comfort. When burdens ha ve pressed 
heavily npon him, or grief has overwhelmed, or great 
sacrifices ha ve made him sore, or great losses have made 
him well-nigh bankrupt of all but faith^n the stress of 
business, in the shock of battle, in the darkness of 
national conflict — ^sweet and clear and with another em- 
phasis his ears and heart have heard it again and again — 

'^ Papa, why don't yoa^ay /" 

FoUowing this almost new conversión, Mr. Fisk gave / 
himself as actively to church as to other interests. 

" He was the best Sunday-school superintendent we 
ever had !" not long since testified one of the oldest 
members of the Coldwater Methodist Chnrch. 

His readiness of speech, his retentive memory, his oíd 
habit of declamation, helped him in every department of 
public efifort. His Christian spirit, morco ver, was so 
catholic that he quickly won men to the Master's work. 

Writing to a friend years later, he said : 

*^ My early association with different branches of the 
1¡ ving chm'ch of Ohrist has throngh all my subsequent life 
given me freedom from sectarian bias. 1 am at home 
with all believers every where." 

About this time his pnblic temperance activities began. 
He seems to have been born with a twin hatred for 
slavery and the liquor traffic, if so severo a term be com- 
patible with so mild a nature. As a boy in Clinton we 
have seen how he stood for total abstinence, and how his 
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inflnence was exerted upon those within its range. To 
tlie motlier-side of him, no doubt, tliis trend of life was 
due. True throughont those yeare of youth to the prin- 
cipie of personal prohibition, with man's responsibility 
he must esponse and advócate Prohibition for the State 
as well. He could see no other consistent course. 

The first great tidal wave of Prohibition reform had 
swept across our country f rom Maine to lowa. It was 
the logical sequence of Washingtonianism. No eamest, 
widespread work of moral suasion ever was or ever will 
be conducted but that closely in its wake you shall see 
the sweep of statutes and legal forcé. State after State 
had adopted *'the Maine law," as commonly termed, 
and among them Michigan. And even so early as 1855 
it was clear to many that a law fares best in the hands 
of its friends — that a State policy, formnlated in law, 
will be npheld and established in State government only 
by executors of the law who believe in the policy. It 
happened, therefore — no, it was inevitable — that there 
should be ^' Maine law tickets " nominated by the 
Maine Law Party in some States and many places. Not 
that there was a party bearíng that ñame in every or any 
State having the Maine law. Bnt parties may be and be 
nameless. A party is only one of the parts into which 
the people are divided on some question of public con- 
cern, and always npon the qnestion of temperance 
people are divided. There is always, then, a temper- 
ance party, and there must be so long as the liqnor traffic 
exists. It may not always assert itself in the way of 
political nominations, bnt while law requires enforce- 
ment, and enforcement must come through oflSciais, 
tepiperance conviction and purpose will quite likely 
manifest itself through party action at the polis. 

There were " Maine law tickets ' ' in Michigan. There 
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was one at Coldwater. With stich a ñame that place 
conld not well avoid having such a ticket. Liking that 
ñame, believing in the Idea it symbolized, earnest for 
the success of a law which embodied tlie idea, Clinton 
B. Fisk could not refuse that ticket the strength of hís 
ñame. And thus he became a candidato for Jnstice of 
the Peace. He was not elected, for still he was on the 
nnpopular side, but his own popnlarity almost carried 
the day. And he had the satisfaction of standing for 
truth and right, though he missed the glory of victory. 

The same year or the next he went back to his boyhood 
home for another Fourth of July celebration, taking the 
Coldwater Band with him. Of course Clinton people 
tnmed out en masse to see and hear the boy Clinton 
Fisk, grown to a manhood of which tliey could feel 
prond. His address is well remembered by tliose now 
living who were there. It dealt a good deal in remi- 
niscence, and the speaker evoked laughter and tears at his 
will. It was wonderful to many ; what must it have 
been to the mother whose love never failed him, and 
whose faith in him was finding ampie realization ? 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHAPTER Vm. 



BOLLAR FOB BOLLAR. 



Cbitpen's Exchange Bank finally occupied the comer 
of a brick block north side of the main street which Mr. 
Crippen erected in 185i and in which the First National 
Bank of Cold water now has quarters as its lineal descend- 
ant. When this block was built the bank had large de- 
posits and made larger loans. Its capital and its credit 
were widelj spread out in mortgages thronghout South- 
ern Michigan and Northern Indiana. Those were the 
days of ten per cent and big discoants. The farmers 
must have money, and could afford, or thonght they could, 
the heavy interest exacted. They bought land at low 
pnces on time, and they raised large crops. They pros- 
pered in appearance if not in f act ; and many of them, 
as is well known, paid comfortably out of debt. 

The financial crash of 1857 found bankers everywhere 
with a host of debtors and comparatively small piles of 
cash. Like other extensivo business men, Crippen & 
Fisk had reached out widely in many directions. They 
had their country stores, including one managed by Wel- 
come V. Fisk in Clinton ; their saw- and grist-mills ; 
their Western lands ; their farms, and blocks and other 
rental property. They had loaned money on every side. 
They were assisting a railroad down on the Eel River in 
Indiana. So fortúnate had they been throughout several 
years of extensive financiering that they gave less heed than 
perhaps they should have gi ven to signs of business distress 
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Then carne the great panic. One by one heaviest 
banking houses went down. Speculation had started an 
avalanche wliich would not be stayed. At all the great 
money centres credit nearly ceased. Basiness suffered 
as by a paralytic stroke. Confidence fled everywhere. 
The bank that did not fail was an exception. It was 
considered no discredit to suspend. Assignments were 
too common abnost f or record. 

In the midst of his prosperity Mr. Fisk saw the cyclone 
cióse at hand, and marvelled what the end woald be. 
But he did not inurmnr when wreck impended. With 
stronger manliness than some accredited to so snnny, 
suave a temperament, he faced the storm. It swept 
over him as over all. Creditors wanted their cash, but 
borrowers could not pay. The mortgages on property 
round about were good security, but not current for bank 
bilis. He was advised to assign and save utter ruin. He 
risked the ruin, but would not assign. Temporarily his 
bank suspended, because temporarily it could not com- 
mand the current funds wherewith to meet presented 
claims ; but no assignment was made, no creditors brought 
suit, no judgment decrees were entered up. 

A little shock to the community followed Crippen & 
Fisk's suspensión, but no serious general results. Their 
depositors were well protected, and a universal feeling 
prevailed that Mr. Fisk would come out all right, give 
him fair chance. With cheerful energy and unselfish 
purpose he set about mastering misfortune and meeting 
their obligations. He labored as never before. By day 
and night he bent every energy of body and brain to the 
task. He spent himself with a prodigality unmatched 
in all his endeavors hitherto. Having ref used the advice 
of well-meaning associates, he must prove his policy the 
better one at any physical cost. 
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And 80 he proved it. He paid in full every valid 
claim, according to the testimony of business men now in 
Coldwater who were familiar with the facts ; moreover, 
he paid full interest. 

" His record Í8 as olean as any man's on earth," said 
one leading merchant of the town long afterward. 

And he did not wholly impoverish himself, except in 
strength of nerve and brain. His handsome farm was 
lef t, and something besides, when months of nnremitting 
care and perplexity were over and the final settlements 
all made. It mattered more, perhaps, that health was 
gone than the larger share of fortune ; it mattered most 
that no man suffered loss which he eould prevent, though 
he lost all. 

The bank was given up, and the banking business. 
The firm of L. D. Crippen & Son and of Crippen & 
Fisk was dissolved. For the júnior partner there re- 
mained nothing immediate but to restore a shattered ner- 
vous system by regaining wasted physical strength. For 
a yearensuing he gave himself to that achievement. 
The farm helped him. A sound constitution assisted. 
Olean habits of life were in his favor. Hopefulness and 
good-will toward men, and the good-will ^men, were 
co-ordinate agents. He was not born to despond. With 
manhood left, and Christian faith, and returning health, 
there were surely more good times ahead. As Qod 
might will, he should come to them. 

In the fall of 1858 the .¿Etna Insurance Company of 
Hartford, Conn., proposed that Mr. Fisk should become 
their Western financial agent, with headquarters at St. 
Louis. It was a timely proposition, because it offered 
activities to his taste which he now felt physically able 
to undertake, with sufficient travel to aid in the complete 
restoration of health. They paid his expenses to go and 
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look over the field. Hitherto he had been too buey 
with local aflEairs for rambling much abroad, and what 
he saw was like a revelation. He enjoyed the Wefitern 
dash and spirit. His qaick bnsiness instinct recognizcd 
the inimense commercial possibilites of that wide new 
West. He decided for St. Louis and a new f ature. 

During the next year or two he travelled much up and 
down the Mississippi Yalley and across the States con- 
tiguous. He saw the South — the South of cotton-grow- 
ing ArkansaB and Mississippi and Louisiana — the South 
of cotton and of slaves. Abolitionist as f rom boyhood, 
he insured the lives of many a slave band shipped south- 
ward from St. Louis, and went upon many a plautatlon 
where slavery exhibited its worst and its more humane 
qualities. Some of those oíd Mississippi planters might 
not have greeted him so cordially had they known of his 
early Underground Eailroad connection at Spring Arbor. 
He enjoyed his work, despite some associations which re- 
pelled, and his wide contact with men. He formed 
friendships both North and South that were cherished. 

Some wéeks of one winter he spent as a lobbyist about 
the Illinois Legislature, at Springfíeld. His mission was 
to prevent insurance legislation that should keep his 
company from pushing business in that State. It was 
then that his acquaintance with Abraham Lincoln began. 
Bishop Simpson at that time resided in Springfield, or 
was often there, and Governor Evans, of Colorado, was 
a legislator in the body which there met. With these 
two gentlemen Mr. Fisk often spent an evening at Mr, 
Lincoln's house, and listened to the great man's quaint 
stories and homely talk. Lincoln was not then widely 
thought of for the Presidency, but throughout Illinois 
he had been long a popular idol. Between him and 
Bishop Simpson there existed a strong attachment of 
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which the country leamed something a few years later 
on. And the bishop had even then come to know Clin- 
ton B. Fisk as a wide-awake, level-headed, warm-hearted 
Methodist layman of great power in Sunday-scliool work 
and great promise in other ways. 

On one visit to Mississippi Mr. Fisk was entertained 
at a village boarding-liouse for a little time, and saw 
come in and take seat at another table a tall, sallow, 
bent, black-haired young man, with the look of a stndent 
so positive in his face as to excite curiosity. He made 
inquiry and leamed the young man's ñame. It was 
Professor L. Q. O. Lámar, now Justice of the Snpreme 
Court. 

St. Lonis was the metrópolis of a slave State, the 
northwestern entrepóú of the whole región dominated by 
slavery. It lay in that debatable land known then as 
"the border," and life there between 1858 and 1861 
was in a growing ferment. Mr. Fisk felt and heard the 
matterings of a political earthquake long before they 
shook our Northern conntry. He was one in whom both 
sides put confidence. He antagonized no one. He won 
the regard of all. He knew the spirit of the North ; he 
had grown familiar with the feeling and views of the 
South. He feared a bloody contest some time before it 
came. Yet how little he dreamed of having responsible 
part in it himself ! How unconscious he was that often 
he met right there, in the city of his home, the man who 
was to be military chieftain in the end ! TJlysses S. 
Grant lived then in St. Louis, and gave no token of the 
greatness in him. Mr. Fisk knew him well, and had 
dealings with him often. But it was not then the Grant 
of the war and the White House. 

His business prospered, his health came back,'and Mr. 
Fisk had no reason to be apprehensive on his own ac- 
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coant. But as the days wore on he grew deeply con- 
cemed about pnblic affaira. In politics he was a Eepub-T 
lican, having helped to organizo that party in 1856, and i 
he voted f or Abraham Lincohi, of course. He was polit- ' 
ically ardent. He believed intensely in the abolition of 
slavery. Despite its financial power, its constitutíonal 
gríp, its chnrch domination and its partisan tyranny, he 
was certain it must and would be smitten and pnt away. 
But he knew how slavery would fight to live, and how 
the States Rights idea was fixed in the bed-rock of 
Southern politieal faith. He might well dread the issue. 
He did dread it. But with sure forecast he helped to 
shape conditions for righteous success when it should 
come. 

For months before the outbreak in 1861 bodies of men 
were practising secret military drill in St. Louis. Both 
sides had organized thus quietly for what they f elt in- 
evitable. So sharply was public sentiment divided that 
there grew up general distrust and doubt. Only by 
secret oath did any one feel sure of even his neighbor. 
Yet spite of much Union sentiment it appeared natural 
that St. Louis' location and interests should throw her 
final choice with the South, if time of choosing came. 

In the ranks of those who secretly drilled for liberty 
and unión, and among the earliest there, was Clinton 
B. Fisk. He asked no place of honor. "With some 
hundreds of well-known business men — merchants, bank- 
ers, lawyers, and the like — he regularly shouldered a 
musket, and was taught the manual of arms. They 
met in a disused and somewhat remote warehouse, going 
to it singly and f rom diflEerent points of approach, and 
were admitted only after giving the countersign. All 
through thal winter of 1860-61 their secret preparations 
were making for later open acts. 
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When Sumter was fired on, as if by magic there 
sprang into active organization a well-drilled bodj of 
Missouri Home Guards for loyal servíce in defence of the 
Stars and Stripes. In the Third Regiment, as a prívate, 
stood Clinton B. Fisk, and his ñame was one of the first 
npon the muster-roll of Company C. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

A PEIVATE 80LDIEB. 

The Missouri Home Guards were enlisted for ninety 
days onlj, and saw little exciting service. They were 
mainlj a check against local eruptions of dislojal sjm- 
pathy. They did one day march out to a Confedérate 
camp on the edge of town and capture it, It looked 
like the beginning of open war. Governor Jackson was 
a secessionist, and the whole State oflSciary were with 
him for carrying Missouri out of the Union. By his act 
State arms had been supplied to disloyal citizens of St. 
Louis, drilling with disloyal intent, and they were swom 
into State service. Under command of one Frost, com- 
missioned a brigadier-general by Jackson for that pur- 
pose, they f ormed a militia camp in the suburbs, and, 
that their true character might not be known, kept flying 
over it the American flag. Their purpose was to seize 
the United States Arsenal, with all its valuable stores, and 
master the really dominant Union majority with one 
blow. 

The arsenal was in command of Oaptain Nathaniel 
Lyon, and guarded by 500 regular troops. By Presi- 
dential order the loyal citizens were ' also enrolled under 
him, forming the Home Guards, and these were quar- 
tered at the arsenal and on ground near by. They 
f ormed part of the Union forcé which, commanded by 
Captain Lyon and Colonel Frank Blair, early on the 
aftemoon of May 9th swept round the secession Camp 
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Jackson, with its 1200 men, and demanded immediate 
surrender. The movement was not quite a surprise, but 
Frost had no time for defensive preparation, and at- 
tempted no defence. An armed mob of secessionists 
f rom the city rushed out to assist their friends, but they 
carne too late. There was rioting on the streets, and 
some firing resulted whereby the crowd and the soldiery 
suffered ; but it could not rank as a battle, though it 
might have been a bloody one. 

Among those whom Mr. Fisk saw as his regiment 
marched out that day was W. T. Sherman. He was not 
then a general ñor a prívate, only an interested civilian. 
He stood in a field near by, holding by the hand a little 
boy, and 'watching curiously this initial military move- 
ment in the State where he lived. 

Great excitement followed in St. Louis several days 
and nights afterward, and the Home Guards were on 
duty as an armed pólice much of the time throughout 
the balance of their three months' term. There was 
bloodshed in the city but twice ; there was promise or 
probability of it through riotous demonstration almost 
every day. Perhaps nowhere else save at Baltimore did 
there seem such insecurity and hourly pending revolu- 
tion. The status of Missouri was more peculiar than that 
of any other State. East, west, and north it was bounded 
by loyalty, and its metrópolis was counted a Union city ; 
but the Legislature, sitting at Jefferson, f avored disunion, 
and would support Govemor Jackson in any secession 
course he might pursue ; and the financial influences of 
St. Louis were largely wielded to the same end. There 
was actual if not open defiance of the National Govern- 
ment by State authority ; and as^ a condition vital to 
pacification, Govemor Jackson demanded immediate 
disbanding of the Home Guards. To this Lyon, now 
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made a brigadier-general, would not listen, and on June 
12th the govemor inaugurated civil war. His procla- 
mation called into service 50,000 State militia, '^ for the 
pnrpose of repelling invasión, and for the protection of 
the Uves, liberty, and property of the citizens." The 
possible neutrality of Missoarí became impossible. 

Quite a year after being inustered out of the Home 
Guards, Mr. Fisk busied himself in many ways for the 
publíc behoof , while still endeavoring, as best he could 
under conditions^owing steadily more adverse, to pro- 
mote the business interests grown very extensivo in his 
charge. He was a recognized leader among the Union 
men of St. Louis, and his counsels were sought and re- 
garded with growing respect. He went to Washington, 
as soon as discharged from the ranks, and reached there 
when the first battle of the war impended at Bull Eun. 
Like scores besides, he called upon President Lincoln, 
and, like some of these, he urged a speedy f orward move- 
ment " on to Richmond." He had assisted slightly in 
capturing a camp of Oonfederates ; he believed the Con- 
fedérate capital could be taken if prompt movement 
were made. The President heard him as a friend and 
answered little, though complaining that he had rather 
more advice than he knew what to do with. He even 
smiled with some questioning irony when Mr. Fisk told 
of his purpose to join the army and go forward to Eich- 
mond himself. 

'' I've ordered my mail sent there," this Presidential 
visitor remarked as he took lea ve, ^* and am going after 
it." 

With thousands more civilians, Mr. Fisk did join, or 
f ollow, the Federal Army as it marched from Arlington 
Heights to cross Bull Eun. With them, and with, or 
preceding, thousands of undrílled soldiers, their smart 
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uníforms all draggled and soiled, their spirits broken 
and their f aith temporarily gone, lie carne back to Wash- 
ington. It was his first retreat, and he laughs yet to 
think of the plight he and so many others f ell into. His 
hope f or a speedy termination of the war vanished as he 
sought the capital -again. 

Hour af ter hour the retreating crowds poured in. Mem- 
bers of Oongress, citizens, visitors f rom every Northern 
State, and the disheartened soldiery, af oot, on horseback, 
by carriage, retumed to the excited town. ^ Singly, or in 
squadsand shattered companies, the soldiers carne, grimy 
with powder and dust, exhausted from lack of food. 

Standing in front of Willard's, Mr. Fisk saw some 
stragglers from a Michigan regiment passing wearily by. 
Love for his oíd State and pity for those who wore the 
bine prompted an act of sympathy, and uniting with two 
or three other Michigan gentlemen, he invited the boys in 
to a square meal. They liad eaten nothing in twenty-f our 
to thirty-six hours, and were abont famished. Having 
satisfied these, Mr. Fisk and his f riends told them to send 
every regimental comrade there who miglit come in for 
like hospitality. Their story was that the regiment had 
all been cut up and nearly every man killed. To the 
amazement of their entertainers, the survivors kept re- 
porting and being fed until several hundreds were fiUed 
np ; and the bilí for their entertainment proved a stand- 
ing joke against those by whom it was paid. 

Mr. Fisk called on the President as he was about to 
retum home. With a touch of mild sarcasm in his voice, 
Mr. Lincoln asked : 

" Did you order your mail forwarded from Eich- 
mond?" 

And then, his sad face lighting with a smile, he re- 
marked : '^ You may not get it unless you did." 
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Shaking Mr. Fisk's liand as he took leave, the Preei- 
dent slowly said : 

" Tou must all have patience, my f riend. I am bound 
to do my best. This will be a luighty struggle. God 
only knowB how it will end. But tell all your friends to 
be patient — very patient.' ' 

Sectional feeUng ran so deep, and the wall of partisan 
partition grew so high, in St. Louis, that religíous and 
bnsiness associations were monlded chiefly thereby. 

A Union Methodist Church was f ormed, in the organ- 
ization of which Mr. Fisk had conspicuonsly leading part. 
He was first snperíntendent of its Sabbath-school, and 
aided much .in making both school and charch the posi- 
tivo power which they became. 

The Union Merchants' Exchange owed its organization 
to him. In the oíd Exchange, which long had been the 
city's commercial right arm, there were two bodies corre- 
sponding to the npper and lower houses of Congress. 
The upper branch controlled, officially, and that was thor- 
oughly disloyal. As a result, the Exchange threw all its 
miglity organic inflaence against Union and on the side 
of Jackson and the Confederacy. An effort was pnt 
forth in January, 1862, to elect a Union ticket and 
chango this hostile attitude, but it failed. Then Mr. 
Fisk mounted a table in the lower hall and made a speech 
to the Union members. It rang so tnie and strong, and 
the Union sentiment of the lower house was so pro- 
nounced, that immediate general secession foUowed, and 
the formation of a new Exchange was resolved npon. 
Mr. Fisk drew up the articles of association, personally 
hired quarters for it in a new building owned by a seces- 
sionist of another type than himself, and in twenty-four 
hours the Union Merchants' Exchange was fully organ- 
ized, with a membership of hundreds, with financial 
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Bupport nnlimited, and comfortably honsed in a central 
location, where it flung out tlie Stars and Strípes and 
compelled instant respect. It sapped the vital resources 
of the oíd Exchange, and soon took head place as the ex- 
ponent of St. Louis' business capital, while it stood loyally 
for freedom and tlie Union. Mr. Fisk was its secretary 
and active spirit. To it he gave his best energies, be- 
lieving that so he conld well serve the coontry's need. 

In July of the same year President Lincoln requested 
him to raise a regiment of volnnteers. It was to be one 
of eight that Missouri 's quota required nnder national 
cali for 300,000 more troops. The President asked that 
behind this one, at least, the Union Merchants' Ex- 
change should stand, with influence to secure it and 
means to see it equipped. Mr. Fisk laid the matter 
before his associates of the Exchange directory. It was 
clear to all by this time that more men and more money 
must be forthcoming if the Union were saved. The 
loyal merchants, through their officials represented, 
agreed to meet the demand. Mr. Fisk was bidden go 
ahead, with ampie assurance from his colleagues of co- 
operation and support. His own loyal devotion empha- 
sized the command. 

Eeceiving proper authority July 26th, 1862, he 
donned the bine, opened an office, flung out his flag, 
and had f orty men recruited before sunset. His prompt- 
ness was ever a conspicuous quality. Deciding on a 
given course, he would move f orward without delay and 
with despatch. The times now were imperious for haste. 

In six weeks the Thirty-third Regiment of Missouri 
Volunteers stood complete. On September 5th Clinton 
B. Fisk was commissioned its colonel and the regiment 
mustered in. 
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CHAPTER X. 

A OOMMANDER OF KGN. 

OoLONEL Fisk'b recognized character helped on the 
celerity shown. The fathers who knew him were will- 
ing to trust him with their soiis. His Christian influence 
made steadily f or the good of all. 

While the regiment was forming, Colonel Físk held 
regimental religious services every Sunday afternoon in 
the great amphitheatre of the Fair Grounds, occupied 
then by troops, and known as Benton Barracks, cióse 
by town, Thousands of citizens attended them. The 
city pastora preached in tum. None will ever forget 
the effect of those meetings who had part in them. 
They were wonderfully impressive. 

One of the sermons was by Rev. Dr. Nelson, and 
bef ore its cióse he made a peraonal appeal of great power. 
It was a sober, solemn time, for the Thirty-third was to 
march next day, and in its welfare all the State felt 
special interest. Cautioning the men against varíous sins 
which army life might induce, Dr. Nelson spoke of the 
sin of profanity. After dwelling upon it a little, he 
told of a certain commodore who made a contract with 
every midshipman that he, the commodore, should do 
all the swearing for the ship ; and in substance he said : 
" Now, I want all of yon to agree that Colonel Fisk shall 
do all the swearing for the Thirty-third Regiment. As 
many of you as will enter into this contract stand up !" 

Instantly the whole regiment rose to their feet, and in 
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Bolemn silence the covenant was made. And all knew 
what it meant, for they had a praying colonel, and at 
his headqnarters, conspicnouslj visible npon the wall, this 
placard they had read : 

SWEAR NOT AT ALL. 

Attention is caUed to the Third Commandment and the 
Third Article of War. 

And six hundred of the regiraent were praying men. 

On September 15th Colonel Fisk's regiment was 
ordered to report at Rolla, which place it entered one 
week later. So successf ul had his recruiting service been, 
that he was soon retumed to St, Louis with instructions 
to recruit other regiments and f orm a brigade. By order 
of Major-General Curtis, then comnaanding the depart- 
ment of Missonri, he was (October 28th) assigned to 
duty for that purpose at that oflScer's headqnarters, 
where he remained nearly two months. On November 
24th he was notified by Secretary Stanton of his appoint- 
ment as brigadier-general, and as such was reassigned 
to headqnarters at St. Louis by General Curtis, Decera- 
ber Ist. 

Having completed the organization of his brigade, in 
which labor he still had the co-operation of those who, 
by their substantial help, had made its initial organization 
known as the '^ Merchants' Regiment," on December 
24th General Fisk was ordered by General Curtis to 
Helena, Ark., with his command, ^^reporting en route 
to Brigadier-General Davies, commanding post, Colum- 
bus, Ky., for temporary duty as commander of all f orces 
sent to General Davies from this department." 

Columbus, base of supplies for all the Federal troops 
in Mississippi, was threatened by Van Dora and Frost, 
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the former of whom had just captured HoUy Springs, 
with a large quantity of stores that General Grant had left 
there, and was supposed to be sweepíng northward. 
General Fisk reported to General Davies on the 26th, and 
joined with him in defence of that post until Jamiary 8th, 
1863, remaining there twelve days. Then the threatened 
danger being no longer imminent, General Fisk trans- 
ferred his brigade to Helena, where he reported for duty 
on the llth to General Gorman, commanding the dis- 
triet of Eastem Arkansas. 

General Grant was then actively pnshing military oper- 
ations throngh all that región tributary to the Mississippi 
between Memphis and Vicksburg. The latter was his 
objective point. If he could capture that and remove 
the Confedérate bloekade there established, immense 
gains must accrue. His approaches to and investments 
of the place were attempted from every direction. With 
patience characteristic of himself , he sought out various 
lines of attack on both sides of the Mississippi, and hesi- 
tated at no obstacle in his path. The story of that cam- 
paign is one long record of hardship, loss, and disappoint- 
ment, extending over raany weeks bef ore the tide of 
success was tunied. Much depended, for Grant and 
for the nation, upon what he should do and what results 
might soon foUow. 

One of the movements preliminary to his more impor- 
tant ones was the White Eiver expedition, which General 
Fisk was immediately ordered to join on reaching 
Helena. It proceeded up the White Kisrer to Duvall's 
Blnff, where a lively engagement took place, and then 
retnmed, occupying.ten days. Back at Helena January 
22d, General Fisk was there assigned to the command 
of the Second Infantry División of the Army of East 
Arkansas, and had placed his forces npon transports, for 
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embarking them to Milliken's Bend, when the order was 
countermanded by bis superiorj and they went into camp 
at Helena. 

They remained there about three weeks. Meanwbile, 
Grant was hoping and striving to reach Vicksburg from 
the northeast, vía the Yazoo Eiver. It appeared to him 
the easiest and safest route. Nearly opposite Helena is 
Yazoo Pass, a crooked bayou reaching from the Cold- 
water to the Mississippi, which two rivera are at this 
point but ten miles apart. In former times the pass 
was navigable for ordinary steamboats ; and the regular 
ronte for them between Memphis and Yazoo City was 
through that to the Coldwater and down that to the 
Tallahatchie, which, uniting with the Yallabusha and 
other streams, finally swells to the Yazoo, and finds the 
Father of Waters near Vicksburg. Before the war a 
levee had been thrown across the pass on the Missis- 
sippi's east bank, and Grant' s idea now was to cut this, 
let the current once more along the oíd water-way, and 
float his army down to the Yazoo Eiver's mouth. 

The levee was cut February 3d by Colonel Wilson of 
Grant's staff, who exploded a mine under it, and whom 
General Gorman, in command still at Helena, was 
ordered to assist as needed. Four days later a gunboat 
entered the pass and found plenty of water in it, also an 
excess of trees. Oonf ederates had f elled the latter across 
it and across the narrow Coldwater in great numbers to 
render each watercourse impassable. 

On February 16th General Gorman was ordered to 
send Boss's división through the pass and along the 
Coldwater, the Tallahatchie, and the Yazoo rivers, to see 
if they would permit the passage of a large forcé, and 
thence up the Yallabusha, to cut the enemy's railway 
connections at Grenada. Ross's división was the Thir- 
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teenth of the Third Army Corps, and of it General 
Fisk's brigade formed part. It was now ordered upon 
the most important expedition yet attempted during the 
Mississippi campaign, and on its effort hinged mighty 
interests. If successf al, it might lead to the opening of 
the whole Mississippi Valley and a complete se veranee 
of the Confederacy. To carry it forward, Admiral 
Porter sent several light-draught gunboats, two ironclads, 
and one ram, to protect the transporta and destroy any- 
thing which the Confederates might set afloat, 

It took several days for the fleet to make its way 
through the impedimenta placed in the pass and reach 
the Coldwater, but this wafi accomplished March 2d. 
Without waiting longer, and acting on advices from 
Wilson, which said the combined water-ways were open, 
General Grant planned to throw McPherson's whole 
corps of five divisions down them and crowd Pemberton 
and Johnston to the wall. The advance body moved 
on as rapidly as possible, and for a time with encouraging 
success. No opposing forcé was encountered until half 
the distance to Vicksburg had been traversed, but then 
the fleet could no farther go. 

Confedérate General Loring, ordered to defeñd the 
Yazoo, had erected a line of works on a península five miles 
below the Yallabusha's mouth, where the Yazoo and the 
Tallahatchie are but five hundred yards apart. These 
works he christened Fort Pemberton, and by them he 
expected to bar all passage down the Tallahatchie and 
the Yazoo. March llth the ITnion fleet arrived at this 
unlooked-for obstruction. It had come thus far with 
exceeding diflSculty and much hardship, covering but 
few miles a day, and earning by hard toil every foot of 
the course. None of McPherson's corps had yet come 
through the pass, for lack of boats. The whole flghting 
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forcé consisted of General Fisk's command and a few 
more of Ross' división, numbering only 4000 all told — 
besides the gunboats. Wide overflows prevented the 
landing of troops, and attack could be made by the boats 
alone. They opened fire and bombarded Fort Pember- 
ton all that day, but with no special harm to it. Nexfc 
day a Federal battery was constructed on a bit of raised 
and dry land half a mile from the fort, and all through 
the 13th bombardment was continued, but without suc- 
cess. The Oonf ederates were masters of the Yazoo situ- 
ation, and of this fact no one couíd have a doubt who 
possessed familiarity with the river bottoms of Missis- 
sippi and knew the spot chosen by Loring f or his blockade. 
The Yazoo expedition was a f ailare, as earlier attempts 
against Vicksburg had been and as more would be. In 
a few days the fleet started back up the river, but soon 
met Quinby with one brigade of his división, which had 
penetrated thus far. He had met the same obstacles 
which impeded the vessels ahead of him, and could not 
earlier push through. Ke-enf orced by Quinby, who now 
assumed command, Eoss and Fisk turned about and once 
more assaulted Fort Pemberton, but without avail. 
Quinby' s hope was to find a landing-place for his troops 
while he sent the transports back after the main body, 
but there was no ground suitable for that purpose. Then 
he formed a plan to swing round the fort, cross the Yal- 
labusha above it on pontoons, cut off Loring's base of sup- 
plies, and so compel surrender, and he despatched a boat 
to Helena for bridge equipment, but it was met by 
another boat bearing Grant's order to abandon the 
expedition and return at once. On April 6th General 
Fisk's command was withdrawn from Fort Pemberton 
and borne back to Helena. Grant had decided that not 
enough light-draught boats could be had for transporting 
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SO many men down the Yazoo, and gave up this expedi- 
tion before he learned of the special diflSculties which 
were in íts way. The civilian wonders why he did not 
reach this vital conclusión previous to so mnch cost of 
time and means, but wonders more why an expedition 
of such diflSculty was attempted, its success possible only 
as a surprise, when surprise itself was impossible, and 
when, not being surprised, a small forcé of the enemy 
could block the advance of a whole Federal corps and 
hem it in completely. 

On his return to Helena, General Fisk went into camp 
there with his brigade, and liad mnch to do in holding 
the Mississippi open for transportation of supplies. 
The weeks which foUowed were not peacefnl, as rebel 
forces occupied the country in rear of them, under Mar- 
maduke, Shelby, and üobbins, and frequent skirmishes 
were engaged in, also some considerable battles. The 
whole spring and early sumnier were indeed f uU of active 
military work. 
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CIIAPTER XI. 



SOME ARMY INCn)ENT8. 



It was while General Fisk's command lay at Helena, 
after their return from the Yazoo expedition, and one 
evening as he sat on a bluff of the Miesissippi, looking 
across its muddy current and still muddier bottoms, that 
he heard some superlative swearing not far below. It 
was about the worst to whielí he had ever listened, and 
it grieved him to think, indeed at first he woald not 
believe, that it could come from one of his own men. 
Walking out to the edge of the bluff, and looking over, 
he saw a teamster of the Thirty-third, who had been to 
the landing with a wagón and six mules, and, coming 
back up the river, had snagged on a stump and broken 
the wagon-pole. And, according to this teamster's pro- 
fane declarations, everything conceivable and inconceiv- 
able, in the Oonfederacy and out of it, was in the way 
just at that particular time, and to blame for his mishap. 
He blamed everything, too, and everybody, in language 
exuberant with curses, till the miasmatic air seemed 
blue. 

General Fisk walked back and sat down. By and by, 
soberly leading his six mules, along came the teamster. 
Saluting him kindly,- the general said : 

*' John, didn't I hear some one swearing dreadfully 
over there a little while ago ?" 

'' Oh, yes," the man answered, '' I reckon you did." 

^' Who was it ?" asked the general. 
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" That was me, sir," he replied. 

^^ But," said General Fisk, ^' don't yon remember the 
covenant made np at the Benton Barracks, between yon 
and me and the others of the regiment, that I was to do 
all the swearing for the Thirty-third Missouri during 
thewar?" 

'^ Oh, yes," the man answered, promptly, "I re- 
member that ; bnt yon were not there to do it, and it 
had to le done theny 

General Fisk enjoyed the hnmor of this reply, as 
much as he had been pained by the occasion for it, and 
gave it over to his staff. It gained wide currency, and 
af terward, through all the Mississippi región, whenever 
a teamster was heard cnrsing some one wonld snggest 
that he wait till General Fisk came along and let him 
have the job. 

Shut away from all mail communication, dnring the 
six weeks that the Yazoo expedition lasted, when Gen- 
eral Fisk retnmed to Helena all his men were eager 
for home news, and besieged the post-oflSee tent at 
once. 

After receiving his own postal bndget, with its pre- 
cious letters from wife and children, and pastor and 
Sunday-school, General Fisk sat down on a log near his 
headquarters tent to peruse them. He had undergone 
toil and privation forty-five days, but the sorest privation 
of all was to miss these messages of lo ve. Now came 
his compensation, and he lingeringly reád them through. 
He was not in uniform which denoted rank, and an oíd 
soldier sitting by accosted him f amiliarly. 
, *^ 1 say, oíd fellow," said this man, '^ I want yon to 
read my letter for me." 

General Fisk tnrned and looked at him, and then 
reached out his hand, into which the letter was placed. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



70 LIFE OF CLIlíTOK BOWEN FISK. 

In a straggling, downhill fashion, it was addressed to 
" John Shearer, Helena, Ark." 

" But can't yon read it yourself, John ?" the general 
asked. 

" No," the man answered, half ashamed. 

" Then 1 will, of conree," said the general ; ^' bnt 
why don't yon know how to read ?" 

Briefly the man explained. He was an lowa soldier, 
bnt bom and raised in a slave State, amid great igno- 
rance, and withont school opportnnities. 

The letter was from his wif e, and General Fisk read 
it through, slowly, alond. It spoke of the crops, and 
the harvest, and all the little affairs of home — ^' mention- 
ing even Susy's new dress, the new boots for Johnny, 
and the cnnningest wee bits of socks for the baby" — as 
the general later said, and then it went on with a bit of 
wholesome reminder like this : 

" It was qnarterly meeting last Snnday, John, and 
the presiding eider stopped at onr house. He told me 
that a great many men who go into the army Christians 
come back very wicked ; that they leam to swear, and 
gamble, and drink. Now, John, I want yon to remem- 
ber the promise yon made, as yon were leaving me and 
the children, that yon wonld be a good man.'^ 

And as the general read on, big teara began to mn 
down John's cheeks, nntil finally he raised the sleeve of 
his bine blouse and wiped them away, and ont of a 
soldier's heart, and in the soldier's vernacular, he said : 

'' Bully for her 1" 

" Well, John," asked the general, finally, ^^ have yon 
been the good man yon promised to be ?" 

Then with more teare came a sad story of drnnkenness, 
and gambling, and sinf ul speech, nntil the generalas heart 
ached. Disclosing his identíty at last, somewhat to the 
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man's confnfiion, General Fisk talked with him as a 
brother, and won his pledge of renewed consecration and 
a better life. 

John Shearer carne to all the brigade prayer-meetings 
after that, a changed man. But one day the general 
missed him, and sought him out. The swamps and 
bottoms bred disease and begat death on every hand. 
The Army of the Mississippi was under tribute every 
hour to malaria, fever, and the grave. Hundreds of 
brave men in General Fisk's own command closed their 
eyes wearily and sank to sleep — 

'* Waiting the dawn of the jndgment day." 

Low with fever, John lay in a hospital tent breathing 
his last. But he was dying in the faith. And after re- 
ceiving his final messages for wife and children. General 
Fisk said a word of prayer by the dying man, and then 

sang: 

*< Jesns can make a dying bed 
Feel soft as downy pillows are, 
While on His breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life ont sweetly there.** 

So one of the homesick went home. 

Before the war ended, more than twenty-five thousand 
Bibles and Testaments were given out to soldiers and 
sailors from the hea^quarters of General Fisk. And it 
was at Helena that a pleasing incident occurred in Bible 
distribution. 

Advices from the War Department, at Washington, 
had announced a new edition of *' Casey's Army Tac- 
tics,' ' and copies were looked for eagerly at the f ront. 
While still expected, General Fisk one moming received 
a thousand bright New Testaments from the American 
Bible Society. They were unpacked and put up at 
headquarters in a neat case, and, with their gilt»lettered 
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backs, made quite a show. Within an honr or two in 
carne Oolonel Samuel Hice, of lowa, and glancing 
casually at the volumes he said : 

^' So the Tacties have come ! I am glad of it." 

^' Tes, colonel," was the general's answer, '' the 
Tacties have come." 

" Can I make my requisition for them this moming ?" 
Colonel Eice inquired, still giving to them no closer 
scrutiny. 

" Certainly," he was told. 

" Have you read these Tacties, general f he further 
asked. 

*' Yes, colonel," was the prompt answer; ^'I have 
studied them, and I mean to study them morning and 
evening till mustered out." 

Colonel Rice's requisition for ''forty-two Casey's 
Tacties " came soon through the adjutant-general, and 
General Fisk made up a package of forty-two New Tes- 
taments and sent it to Colonel Rice. The ofBcers gath- 
ered round him to receive each a copy, and watched their 
colonel while he opened the package and handed out the 
books. 

Astonishment followed, of course. It was not the 
kind of joke common in army circles, but they took it 
kindly. For a long time Colonel Rice had been think- 
ing soberly on religious things. He began now to study 
the Tacties, and gave himself prayerfuUy to the warfare 
therein taught. For others of that group, also, these 
Tacties had special message and blessing. 

Always while at the f ront, with the armies of the Mis- 
sissippi and the Tennessee, General Fisk felt that he 
must care as well for the souls as for the bodies of those 
under him. He maintained prayer-meetings, and regu- 
lar divine service, whenever practicable, and was equally 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SOME ARMY INCIDENTS. 73 

chaplain and commander the whole time. Ilis Christian 
Commission antedated the military commission given 
him by Government. 

There was a broader Christian Commission than his 
own. It grew in the thought of Christian men like him- 
self , and its work among the soldiers was a blessed benef- 
icenee. For the dying it did much ; for the living 
vastly more. It went np and down upon the battle- 
fields with ministering presenee ; it illumined the hos- 
pitals and mellowed stony hearts. It was the divine 
iiispiration of a Christian humanity. 

^' The majoTity of the men came out of the army 
better than they went in," afterward testified General 
Fisk, *' and all owing to the Christian Commission." 

He believed in it from the lirst. He gave it every- 
where ^' God-speed." He gave it, moreover, the largest 
material aid in his power ; and, as if by his own heart- 
throbs, he gave it loving, loyal service in the person of 
his wife. Mrs. Fisk was often under fire while doing 
Commission work, and the service that she rendered 
showed her fitness to be the companion of such a man. 

General Fisk was one of the earliest to aid in the 
Christian Commission's organized effort to be and to do, 
and stood faithfully its friend till the cióse. 

*' Thank God," he said once at a reunión, long after 
peace came, '* thank God that it evér entered into the 
heart of George H. Stuart — God bless him ! — to hang 
the banner of the Cross in every camp on the Potomac, 
on the Cumberland, on the Mississippi, that through him 
the throbbing heart of the Christian Church strengthened 
the palsied arm of the Union." 

In the spirit of this Christian Commission he did the 
military duty assigned him, wherever and whatever it 
was. But he was common-sensible about it. He 
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believed religious effort should bidé its proper time, and 
he had sympathy f or tliat man whose arm was shot off, 
and to whom an over-zealons and not very practical chap- 
lain said : 

^* John, do yon lo ve Jesús ?" 

''Yon take yonr handkerchief," said John, ''and 
tie up my arm, and then talk to me about my soul." 

Physical helps are often the very best preliminary to 
spiritual ; Indeed, they are often the only ones that will 
avail. If the body bleed to death how shall the soul be 
saved ? 
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OHAPTER XII. 

ADMINI8TRATI0N AMONO GÜEEILLA8. 

Bt Special Orders No. 183 from the War Department 
at "Washington, dated April 22d, 1863, General Fisk was 
relieved from further duty in the Army of the Tennes- 
see, and commanded to report at once to General Curtís 
in St. Louis. Affairs in Missouri were unsettled and 
anomalous to an alarming degree. Two State govem- 
ments existed, one Union and the other Disunion. 
'^ Knights of the Golden Circle " were numerous. 
Bushwhackers and guerillas abounded. Life and prop- 
erty were every where unsafe. The State was as if on a 
volcano of revolution every hour. Wisdom in military 
administration could be nowhere more essential. So the 
supremo authorities, recognizing General Fisk's rare 
administrativo characteristics, transferred him to service 
calling not less for these than for the more common 
qualities of a military commander. 

There was delay in transmission of the War Depart- 
ment's order, and it did not reach General Fisk till June 
12th. He reported to General Curtis as soon as possible, 
and a few days af terward was ordered by him to re- 
lieve General J. W. Davidson in command of the Dis- 
trict of Southeast Missouri, with headquarters at Pilot 
Knob. 

He remained commander of that district until Novem- 
ber 30th, when, by order of Major-General Schofield, 
now commanding the Department of Missouri, it was 
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confiolidated with, and made part of , the District of St. 
Louis, and General Fisk was ordered to relieve Colonel 
R. R. Livingston in command of the same. 

On March 25tli, 1864, he was relieved by General 
Thomas Ewing, and ordered to relieve General Guitar, 
of the State Militia, in command of the District of Nortli 
Missouri. This was his most important command, and 
was longest held, covering more than a year. His head- 
quarters were generally at St. Joseph, though part of the 
time afield. While thns engaged he was appointed 
Major General of the Missouri Militia, by Govemor 
Fletcher, though still holding United States commission 
as Brigadier-General in command of Volunteer Troops. 

Through the whole period of nearly two years, during 
which General Fisk was a district commander, his chief 
duties were of the burean order. Detachments under 
him were often fighting small bands of the enemy in 
Southern Missouri and Northern Arkansas, while he re- 
mained at Pilot Knob, and his forces there captured JefE 
Thompson and broke up all serious inroads upon that 
territory for a long time ; but later, save through the 
summer and fall of 1864, or a part of both summer and 
fall, he was the administrator of peace rather than the 
prosecutor of war. 

Northwestern Missouri was a very hotbed of lawless- 
ness during the most lawless times. In it border-roflSan- 
ism had long been rampant ; marauders seemed more 
numerous there than peaceful citizens. Before the war 
oponed its counties were exceptional for wealth, and 
their fine plantations were f amous for beauty and fertility. 
As soon as hostilities began the worst spirit of seces- 
sionism seized upon many of the people, especially the 
younger men, and one long reign of disorder was in- 
augurated and maintained. To stop it, and to restore a 
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wliolesome social and political condition, General Fisk 
was sent there. 

His tact at managing men, his peculiar diplomatic gifts 
as a peacemaker, and his firmness, often unsuspected, 
nnder a gentle exterior, were well known to those in 
power above him, even to President Lincoln himself. 
In the long Fremont V8. Blair controversy, which so 
embittered the two Unionist factions of the State, Gen- 
eral Fisk had retained the regard of both sides and the 
respect of all, and had written the President abont it iii 
snch terms as to cali forth this reply from his own 
hand : 

ExBcunvB Mansión, October 25, 1863. 
General Clinton B. Fisk. 

My Deab Friend : I have received and read jour 
letter of the 20th. It is so fuU of charity and good-will 
that I wish I had time to more than thank you for it. 
' Cordially yours, 

Abbaham Lincoln. 

It was believed that if any one could re-establish peace 
and prosperity to a once prosperous región General Fisk 
might and would. He knew Missouri, and much of 
Missouri knew him. He could be both suave and 
severo. 

For a time matters grew steadily more aggravating 
after General Fisk took command at 8t. Joseph. The 
fact was that a secret, insidious, and very far-sighted 
movement had been begun by the Confedérate author- 
ities, in co-operation with General Sterling Price, to 
overeóme the dominant loyal power in Missouri, to revo- 
lutionize that State and Kansas, and to hold both in hand 
at the next election in November, so as, in conjunction 
with disloyal parties at the North, to prevent the lega 
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choice of a Prfeeident and perhape revolationize the wliole 
natioD. Somethíng of this plan became known to the 
Federal authoritíes as early as the sendíng of General 
Físk to this difficult distríct, and an invasión of Missouri 
by Price was anticipated if the whole scheme were to be 
carried out. 

Indeed, snch invasión was planned as the climax of it 
and to determine its final saccess. Preliminary thereto 
must come a new and assertive cohesión of the rebellions 
elements wherever existing, and a development of dis- 
union sentiment which would justify Confedérate author- 
ities in fumishing Price the invading forcé he asked. 
Henee there were spies and secret agents constantly 
operating ; the secession " Order of American Knights," 
or ^* Knights of the Golden Circle," grew in member- 
ship by some invisible means ; and through this oath- 
bound organization the entire disloyal portion of North- 
ern Missouri was pledged to disorder, bushwhacking, and 
bloody deeds. • Its hidden influences were felt in every 
walk of social, political, and military life. Their ultí- 
mate end was not less political than military, and socially 
they had f requent manifestation in dark and mysterious 
ways. Outrages were committed that now would make 
decency blush to nárrate. Wrongs were common that 
manhood should everywhere have condemned. 

Early in June, Platte Oounty, adjoining Buchanan — of 
which latter St. Joseph was the business centre — saw a 
genuine insurrection, the open result of secret endeavor 
many weeks put forth. From that time on, through 
much of the summer, General Fisk's entire available 
forcé was kept busy scouring the brush in pursuit of 
hostile bands. It was a guerilla warfare of the most 
vicious kind. And not all his own men could be relied 
upon, it soon appeared, f or two or three militia regi- 
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menta developed untrustworthinefis. Desertions from 
them grew numerous, and indicated systematic action 
and achievement on the enemy's part. An orderly- 
sergeant's retaras would often run like this : *' 37 
Company G absent ; supposed to have tuck to the 
brasil," Nothing seemed altogether reliable where so 
much was demonstrated nncertain, where sinister hints 
were heard on every hand, and when, as gathering 
ramors rendered week by week more clear, an nnknown 
power was making ready for some effective and startling 
manifestation. 

In his prompt, yet persoasive, fashion, General Fisk 
sought to nncover the secret resonrces of wrong, as well 
as to panísh its active agents, within his jurisdiction. 
He knew of the prospectivo invasión by Pnce ; he was 
aware of the purposes in volved in all this mysterious 
bnsiness so persistently carried on ; he comprehended 
the shrewd political intent under so much of semi-military 
maranding and actual violence of arms. And he real- 
ized that the possible climax of an armed invasión conld 
be averted only by finding who were the most influential 
ambassadors of it and tlurongh whom their mission was 
being wrought out, 

It grew plain that certain daring young men, repre- 
senting the best families in certain counties, were the 
direct inspiration of this widespread mischief, or the 
eflScient tools of bold mischief-brewers outside, and 
that the grip of a strong hand upon them and their 
f athers woold conduce to the general good. He arrested 
several at once, and put them in prison. Immediate 
consternation ensued. One leader, not knowing how 
much had been actually revealed, grew frightened and 
told all to the general himself, whose happy knack of 
asking questions captured him. When others in the 
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prison heard that Coon Thomton had peached, their grit 
failed them, and they were ripe f or swif t repentance and 
good works. 

From Thornton General Fisk obtained the ñames of 
twenty-five planters, living in Platte and other near-by 
counties, who, it was said, could stop disorder and insure 
peace. Some of them the general knew. AU were men 
of great local influence and of eminent respectability. 
A few were not snspected of disloyal things. To 
each of these twenty-five men and one or two more 
known Unionists General Fisk wrote a personal request 
for an interview at his headquarters on a set day. It 
was not like a notice of arrest, but it was mandatory. 
It implied the necessity of compliance. It insured the 
same. 

Every man came. They all assembled at the Patee 
Honse, his headquarters, on the evening of the day 
named. Then the general made them a genial, sunny, 
sensible talk. In kindly terms he put before them the 
parpóse of his administration, and showed them how he 
desired the best welfare of aU. With mild firmness he 
declared that what could be must be, and that these men 
could and must bring lawlessness, marauding, and murder 
to an end in that entire región, that he should hold them 
responsible thereafter for any continuance of the bush- 
whacking, bulldozing, and bloodshed so long preva- 
lent. 

The men were nonplussed. They admitted them- 
selves rebels, and f rankly testified to the good Union 
character of those additional men invited merely to serve 
as ^'a blind." They as f rankly stated the case from 
their standpoint, and rather justified their conduct, or 
sought to ; but they accepted the situation, and gave those 
guarantees which were exacted. Hencef orth they would 
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do all in their power to restore quiet and enforce law. 
And they kept their word. 

But the Pnce invasión was not averted. So much ap- 
peared to hinge on the revolution desired by Confedérate 
leaders in Missouri and Kansas, and on the wresting of 
these States f rom radical Union control, and so greatly 
had the real rebel sentiment of Missonri and the develop- 
ments of it been magnified — so necessary did it become, 
in short, for the South to achieve some great diversión 
in its favor before and at the Presidential election then 
impending, that Price's plan went forward, and Missouri 
saw an anxious, bloody autumn. 

It might have been much worse but for the wisdom 
in administration and the strategy in arms of General 
Fisk. To him was due the failure of Price to command 
large numbers of recruits to his standard when he came, 
and his further failure to capture Missouri's capital, the 
objective point of Price's campaign. With the capital 
lost to our side at that time, af ter results might have been 
vastly changed. What would have come to that State 
and Kansas, who can tell ? And with these both smitten 
off our Union column in the fall of 1864, with the political 
unrest that was increasing day by day, with Fremont a^ 
candidato for the Presidency and winning some foUowers 
from Lincoln, with the Peace Party of the North more 
and more assertive, and the national situation more and 
more doubtful to human eyes — with all this, as was part 
of it, potentially a f act, who shall calcúlate what might 
have been the end ? 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



PEOTECmNO THE CAPITAL. 



On September 24tli, 1864, General Price'fl amiy en- 
tered Missouri 20,000 strong. With him were Mar- 
maduke and Shelby, his chosen chiefs for the splendid 
expedition he had conteinplated so long. Their forcea 
were flushed with hope and promise of successf al achieve- 
ment. Price expected 20,000 State recruits to join him 
when he crossed the border of Arkansas and that his 
onward march would be one growing momentum of vio- 
tory. And, according to the subseqnent report of Gen- 
eral Eosecrans, then commanding at St. Lonis, ^^ rebel 
agents, amnesty oath-takers, recmits, sympathizers, and 
traitors of every hne and stripe had warmed into life at 
the approach of the great invasión." Bnt these do not 
seem to have accomplished much or to have given the 
help or encouragement anticípated. The farther north- 
ward and westward Price went, the less of support did 
he receive and the more difficulties did he meet. 

St. Louis was threatened and Jefferson City, the cap- 
ital, was dii-ectly aimed at. While Rosecrans made all 
possible haste and effort to protect the former, he ordered 
General Fisk to JeflEerson City with all his available 
forcé, and all possible speed, to defend the capital as best 
he conld. St. Louis was in a greater ferment than ever 
bef ore ; and all Missouri bubbled with military and 
political excitement like a full caldron over the flames. 
The bonr of destiny was at hand. 
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General Fisk reached JeflEerson City on tlie 28th and 
there took command over General Brown. He had but 
a handfol of men, for his own forcé at St. JcNseph was 
originally small, and had been depleted by militia deser- 
tions. The men he had were chiefly militia and raw 
recruits. With these and the help of willing towns- 
people, he proceeded to throw up sach defences as would 
convey an impression of large numbers and much 
Btrength. Then he brigaded his 2500 infantry into sev- 
eral brigades, as if they were 25,000, and issned orders 
to them of a purely fictitious character, which were pur- 
posely let fall into the enemy's hands, at the proper 
time, throngh an avowed deserter who bore them. 

On October 6th, after nine days of active preparation 
by General Fisk, he was re-enforced by Generáis McNeill 
and Sanboru, with their cavalry commands of about 
4000, and waited Price's appearance. The latter had 
fought with Ewing, at Pilot Knob, who made a gallant 
defence and then retreated to St. Louis, but had swung 
roond that city and was moving forward upon the cap- 
ital. The danger of its capture grew hourly more im- 
minent. So f ar the invasión was aggressive, and though 
Ewing^s blow against it had been severely felt, victory 
was with the invaders. 

As reported later, by Rosecrans, ** it was decided by 
General Fisk, the other generáis concurring, to oppose a 
modérate resistance to the enemy's ad vanee across the 
Moreau, a small stream with muddy banks and bad 
bottom, four or five miles east of the city, and then to 
retire and receive his attack at the defensive line, which 
with industry and good judgment had been prepared by 
the entire laboring forcé, civil and military, at Jefferson 
City." 

This plan was efficiently carried out. Price's army 
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croBsed the Osage and bnmed the brídge behind it the 
same day General Fisk was re-enforced. On the 7th 
Price moved across the Morean, after sharp fíghting 
there with the Union cavalry forcé, and, as his resistance 
fell back within the defensivo line, advanced upon the 
town. He was surprised to find an enveloping system 
of earthworks, which, by their extent and apparent 
strength, implied a large garrison and ampie equipment. 
He was misled, too, by the fictitious orders that had been 
brought to him from General Fisk. Not to assail the 
place meant abandonment of his errand, in large part, 
and to make assault might mean ntter destniction. 
Price had got a taste of fighting earthworks at Pilot Knob, 
and was not eager f or more. These were formidable be- 
yond all previous hint, and apparently so well manned 
that capture was out of the question. So, after develop- 
ing a line of battle three or fonr miles long, east, south, 
and west of the place, and after making a caref ul recon- 
noissance that did not encourage him, Pnce swung round 
Jefferson City, as he had swung round St. Louis, though 
nearer, without attacking, and after massing again upon 
the west, as if still unwilling to give up his game, he 
retired, leaving the town unharmed. It was a momen- 
tous victory f or the Union side, and, so far, nearly blood- 



On the 8th Price's movement became a retreat west- 
ward, with the Union cavalry forcé of McNeill and San- 
bom following him. A retreat it continued most of the 
ensuing four weeks, and the range of it traversed pretty 
much all Western Missouri. On the 25th Pleasanton's 
cavalry división, provisionally formed for the pursuit, 
forced Price to a stand, and in the engagement which 
foUowed Generáis Marmaduke and Cabell, five colonels, 
and over 1000 prisoners were taken, and what remained 
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of Príce's command was sent fljing, shattered and de- 
moralized, into Western ArkansaA. The great invasión 
had come to an ingloríons end ; its military and its 
political pnrpoBes were in no degree achieved. 

Conclnding his report of it, made some weeks later, 
Greneral Bosecrans spoke warmlj of the work Missouri 
troops had done, and said they had ^' blasted all tlie polit- 
ical schemes of the rebels and traitors who concerted 
with Price to revolutionize Missonri, destroj Kansas, 
and tnm the State and Presidential elections against the 
canse." He added, further^^ that their service, with the 
Union trinmph at the polis, had '^ given to gallant and 
snffering Missouri the fairest prospect she had ever yet 
seen of future freedom, peace, and prosperity." And 
af ter generally thanking all the soldiers who took part, 
General Rosecrans especially thanked " Greneral Fisk for 
the prompt and cheerful discharge of very trying admin- 
istrativo dutics and for his energy and good sense in 
preparing the defence of Jefferson City, as in the subse- 
quent repairs of Lamine Bridge." 

This latter mention refers to the service rendered by 
Oeneral Fisk's infantry after the cavalry forcé began 
pursuit of Price. 

Efficient as were his military services, thus hastily 
sketched, and wíthout any attempt to enlarge upon them, 
the administrativo work done by General Fisk subse- 
quent to Price's invasión and prior to the election in 
November may have been quite as effective and far- 
reaching. Missouri gave 40,000 majority for Lincoln's 
re-election, but how did this resnlt come about ? Not 
altogether, we may believe, through the defeat of Price. 
Less extensivo and less powerful, perhaps, than he had 
supposedf there were yet disloyal agencies in the State, 
and their efforts could be insidiously kept up ; they 
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might even make a secret and surprising show of strength 
at the poUs. It became a grave question, indeed, who 
at the polis were to have rights and recognition, and to 
share in the assertion of popular power. 

General Orders No. 195, Department of Missonri, 
had said : *^ The general commanding expects the united 
assistance of tme men of all parties in his efforts to 
secnre a f ull and f air opportunity f or all who are entitled 
to vote at the approaching elections in the State of Mis- 
sonri, and in excluding from the polis those who, by 
alienage, treason, gnerillaism, and other crimes or dis- 
abilities, have no just right to vote." This language 
would seem fairly plain, bnt its interpretation was open 
to divers opinions ; and on retnming to his headqnarters 
at St. Joseph, November 6th, after several weeks of ser- 
vice at and aronnd Jefferson City, General Fjsk fonnd 
many Communications waitíng him from leading citi- 
zens, including several who had been appointed judges 
of election, seeking more specific information as to the 
qualifícations of voters, and judges, and clerks of elec- 
tion, the duties of judges and clerks, the right of miU- 
tary interference at the polis, etc. In reply to these he 
issued, on the folio wing day, a circular addressed ^^ To 
the dtizens of the district, and especially to the judges of 
election." It condensed the various interrogatorios to 
five, and gave as many clear, positivo answers. 

According to General Pisk's decisions, which carríed 
with them the final determination of this whole matter 
within the bounds of his authority, none but legal voters 
were eligible as judges and clerks of election, none but 
loyal men were legal voters, and to insure these full 
ballet rights, and to prohibit the disloyal from enjoying 
such, military interference was justiñable and would be 
exercised. He further declared : 
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" The jndges of election are the authority chosen to 
decide npon the qualifícations of voters, and I conceive 
that the commanding general had this fact in view when 
he f orbid the appointment of the speciñed class as officers 
of election, to the end that there shonld be no treason- 
able sympathies as incentives to the reception of illegal 
votes to the ballot-box ; and it is apparent that the chief 
source of illegal voting, in the opinión of the command- 
ing general, was likely to come f rom that class who, by 
treason and complicity of treason, had destroyed their 
right to the privilege of the electivo franchise." 

'*ln my opinión," said General Fisk, ^^allpersons 
who in Augnst and September, a.d. 1862, voluntarily 
enrolled themselves as disloyal, or as sympathizers with 
the rebellion, ha ve no jnst right to vote." This opinión 
he based on the fact that the Convention ordinance, de- 
fining qnalifícations of voters, had been adopted on June 
lOth previous to such voluntary disloyal enrolment ; 
and that, according to the provisions of said ordinance, 
widely pnblished, every citizen, bef ore voting at any elec- 
tion, must be required to make oath that he wonld bear 
*' trae faith, loyalty, and allegiance to the United States, 
and not directly or indirectly give aid and comfort or 
countenance to the enemies or opposers thereof." 

*^ It is clearly the duty," General Fisk declared, ** of 
jndges of election and all good citizens to see that the 
pnrity of the electivo franchise is preserved, by prohibit- 
ing that class of persons " — those disloyally enrolled and 
rebellionsly engaged — " from touching the sacred ark of 
our liberties with their bloody and unsanctified hands. 
Judges," he said, " should follow their convictions of 
duty to an honest conscience, to the country and their 
God. They are only answerablo to the civil law for a 
corrupt disregard of their oath. If they are satisfied in 
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their own minds that ' known rebels and sympathizers ' 
ha ve given aid and comfort to the ehemy, it is clearly 
their dnty as honest patriots and conscientions jadges to 
reject their votes. Knights of the Golden Circle, or 
O. A. K. 's," he specifically said, " should not only be pro- 
hibited froin voting, but should be lodged in the nearest 
military prison for trial as bushwhackers ;" and he 
charged upon judges the duty of compelling all appli- 
cants at the polis, who might be suspected of membership 
therein, to meet such suspicion under solemn oath. 

Concluding this important administrative document, 
General Fisk deliberately announced : 

" The judges of election in this district will be sus- 
tained by all the power confided to my hands in the 
honest and fearless discharge of their duty. Election 
should be f ree from all violence and intimidation. The 
purity of the election is equally essential. Traitors must 
be repressed ; loyal men must be protected. . . . And 
few but traitors will complain of an administration of 
law and an enforcement of orders that exelude rebels 
from the privilege of the electivo franchise." 

The salutary eflect of the above utterances was so 
marked, that on January llth ensuing this resolution 
was unanimously adopted by the Missouri House of 
Represen tati ves : 

** Resolved, That the thanks of the loyal people of this State are 
eminently due, and are hereby tendered, to Brigadier-General Clin- 
ton B. Fisk, commanding the District of North Missouri, for the 
bold, just, and manly circular issued by him prior to the late elec. 
tion, in reference to the qualifícation of voters, and that said circular 
be spread upon the joumal of this House." 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

AN ARMY STORY AND THE BEQUEL. 

So faithfal had been General Fisk^s devotion to his 
trnstSy as a military officer, that when called npon by 
Adjutant-General Thoraas, with othere, in February, 

1864, to make report of furlonghs and the like, he could 
say : 

" I have never had a leave of absence ; have never 
been off duty an hour." 

The months folio wing of that year, as has been seen, 
were too busy for him to chango this praiseworthy habit 
of incessant service. When carne Janaary of 1865, and 
every one felt that the Kebellion drew near its cióse, he 
was invited on to Washington, for some part in the anni- 
versary of the Christian Commission. Bat he declined 
to leave his post, and not nntil he was ordered there by 
the Secretary of War did General Fisk respond and 
seek the national capital. He believed, as not all 
oflScers of high rank did, in scmpulous attention to duty, 
where that duty lay, and had no wish to wait about Gov- 
ernment departments courting Executive favor. 

It was a memorable occasion, that Christian Commis- 
sion's anni versary-time, the last Sunday night of January, 

1865. General Fisk himself gave a charming account 
of it fifteen years afterward, when the first Christian 
Commission Beunion took place, at Chautauqua. He 
said : 

" It was held in the great Gongressional Ghamber jast after its 
oompletion. It had been made ready for ooonpancy bat a íew days, 
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and therefore we helped dedícate it. It was a wonderfnl assemUage 
oí people. The sacred day on which we met, the canse for which 
we convened, and the remarkable charaoter o£ the andienoe made it 
8o. Long before nightfall the avennes of Washington leading 
toward the Capítol were crowded wíth a mnltitnde of people intent 
npon not being among the thonsands who conld not find standing 
room in the hall an honr afterward. And when, at seven o'clock, the 
venerable Secretary of State took a chair, the scene was striking and 
impressive beyond descríption. The President and Vice-President 
of the United States, the members of the Oabinet, the jndges of the 
Sapreme Conrt, and a majority of the Senators and Eepresentatives, 
distingaished men and no less distingnished women, representatives 
of the highest social cnltnre of the conntry, from the chief centres of 
the Eepnblic, adomed and graced the occasion. The galleries shone 
in blue and gold, with the nniform of the officeis of the army and 
navy. The soldier with his fatigue suit was chinked in all aroond to 
fiU np ; and fringed all abont ns were the bright, happy, and shining 
faces of the freed people. It was a mighty crowd." 

And after going on to describe in happy detail some 
of the great men composing part of it, General Fisk 
resumed : 

" Along toward midnight I was pnt on the platform to weary for a 
little time this great throng. I saw the President there hobnobbing 
with Mrs. Fisk, who was his partner, at one of the desks of the 
members. The speaker preceding me had told ns what an easy thing 
it was to be good. I knew he was mistaken about it, because I had 
tried it. It is a hard thing to be good nnder the best of circnm- 
stances, and I told them so ; that it might be easy for thosé who were 
at home, living on fat contracta, bnt down on the picket-line, half- 
starring, walking onr beat in the stormiest night, it was rather a 
difficnlt thing sometimos to be real pions. And then I told them a 
story about a soldier of mine." 

The story was of that swearing teamster, narrated on 
a previons page. It pleased Mr. Lincohi very much, 
and he laughed over it in hearty fashion, his long form 
swaying back and forth above the desk before him. 
The whole speech of General Fisk sparkled with pleasant 
allusion, and the mellow humor so characterístic of his 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



AK ARMY STORY AND THE SEQUEL. 91 

platf orm efforts, while it was abo tender even unto tears. 
Late as was the honr, and much as the crowded audience 
had heard, they all sat willing listeners till the end. 
The Missouri general, as some designated him, had 
bronght the grand occasion to its climax. 

Next day, or evening, there was a similar anniversary 
at Philadelphia, which General Fisk attended, and on 
his retom to Washington, he said : ^^ I will go and bid 
Mr. Lincoln good-by before I go back to my com- 
mand. " What foUowed can be told best in the general's 
own words, from that same Chautauqua speech already 
cited : 

*' I went to the White Honse on Tnesday moming and passed into 
the great room where the throng met on those days who wanted to 
see the JVeddent, and there sat íoreign ministers, and senatoro, and 
members of Gongress, and contractors, and judgea, all waiting for an 
audienoe. No one conld getin. Mr. O'Leary, who nsedtoattend 
the door, and get some of yon in for ten dollars apiece, carne ont and 
said that no one conld see Mr. Lincoln that moming. Among the 
disappointed ones I saw a litüe oíd man, and I had met him there 
two or three evenings before, trying to seek an audience with the 
President This oíd man staggered away and sat dpwn on the win- 
dow.siU, the very piotnre of despair. I said, * Yon seem to be in 
great sorrow ; what is the matter ?' He raised his eyes, and 
said, 'Oh, I am in snch tronble, sir.' I said, 'What is it?' 
and he said, ' Look at that package of papera ;* and I looked at 
them and saw they were wom, torn, and greasy, and had passed 
throngh ever so many headqnarters, and were oovered with en- 
dorsements ; and I fonnd that when the war broke ont he lived 
in East Tennessee ; that he had two boys, sixteen and eighteen, 
and that they both went into the Federal army. That one at Straw. 
berry Plains had been woonded and taken to the hospital, and 
his yoonger brother detailed to nnrse him. The older boy died, and 
the yonnger one, homesick and lonesome, had deserted and gone 
home to see his mother in East Tennessee. It was at the time when 
death was the penalty for desertion, and no one conld mitígate the 
sentence except the President ; bnt this oíd man had been to see 
that greatest of soldiers, who never made a mistake or lost a battle, 
General George H. Thomas, the Ckimmander of the Army of the Oam- 
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berland. He had been to him and told him his sorrowfnl story, and 
General Thomas had wrítten a letter to the President, begging him 
to interfere and save the boy. And he said, * It is Tuesday, and my 
boy is going to be shot next Fríday. What shall I do ?* 

'* It was one of those sad stories, one oí a hnndred stories, that 
had made my heart sore, and I went into the Presidenta prívate 
secretary*s room. I knew him very well, and I said, ' John, I want 
to see the President.' And he said, ' Yon cannot see him/ And I 
said, ' Why V And he said, * Let me tell yon, but don't breathe it 
in Washington. We are going to start for Annapolis in twenty min- 
lites. The engine has been ordered. Stevens, Cameron, and Hnnter 
are waiting for ns at Fortress Monroe, and we are going to have peace ; 
no more war.' 

'* I said, * Yon don*t say so?* Then I added, * Mr. Lincoln must 
not go down there nntil he has seen this oíd man.* I said, ' I will 
write him a letter, ' and I wrote a letter as follows, and he took it in : 

** * Mt Deas Pbesident : There is an oíd man ont here. He has a 
sorrowfnl story, and I know you will hear it. Will yon hear him a 
moment and obligo me ?' and signed my ñame. 

** 1 sent it in, and in less time than I can tell it there carne a mes- 
sage from Lincoln to let this oíd man in, and he tumed his back on 
plenipotentiaries, and senators, and jndges and walked into the pres- 
ence of Mr. Lincoln. I said to myself, * I will see how this thing 
comes ont,' and I pried the door open just abont an inch. It wonld 
have been coriosity in a woman, but in a man it was simply a spirit 
of inquiry, yon know. 

** There stood the great President, palé and sad, his great hand 
spread ont on the table, and this oíd man got very cióse to him 
before he saw him, and he said, 

*' ' Are yon them an that General Fisk sent in here ?* and he said, 
' I don't know who sent me, some one did ;* and the President said, 
' Now tell me the story very qnickly ;* and he told him the story^ and 
Mr. Lincoln took the paper, and said, * I will send it to Jndge Holt, 
and yon come to-night and see what the answer is.' 

" And then the oíd man's heart sank within him, and he threw 
himself on the breast of the President, with his hand on his shonlder, 
and said, * My God, Mr. President, this mnst be attended to now ; 
my boy is going to be shot next Fríday.* 

" How well I remember the wonderful look of the President — the 
wondertnl look of sadness which mellowed away at once into snch 
perfect humor, as he said, ' That reminds me of General Fisk's 
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swearing Btory ; let me tell it to yon.' And he set the oíd man down 
there by the table, and he told him the stoiy in as mnch detall as I 
have told it to yon, making him laogh as heartily as possible, taking 
three times as long to tell the stoiy as it woold luive reqnired to have 
read the papera all throogh, and then he took an oíd qoill pen, that 
I wonld give a hnndred dollaro for this minnte, and wrote aoross that 
paper, ' Let this boy be pardoned. A. Linooln.' " 

Back with his command, and having no Bolicitude 
aboat promotion or other honors, at a time when loyal 
Missonrí woold gladly have acoorded him everj recog- 
nition in ite gift, General Fisk was appointed Major- 
Oeneral of the Missouri Militia, by Govemor Fletcher 
(February 27th), and a few weeks later (May 13th) was 
made Brevet Major-General of United States Yolunteers, 
by Andrew Johnson, ** for faithfnl and meritorious ser- 
vicos during the war.' ' Bnt prior to this last recognition 
he had resigned as Brigadier-General of the United States 
Army, and his resignation was pending at the War De- 
partment when President Lincoln' s assassination oocurred. 
Acceptance of it was declined, and on May 18th, 1865, by 
War Department Special Orders No. 238, he was aasigned 
to duty as Assistant Commissioner of the Burean of Eef- 
ngees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, for the States 
of Kentucky and Tennessee, and was relieved by Gen- 
eral Dodge that this new and still more important trost 
might be aasnmed. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

BE00N8TBU0TIKO 800IET7* 

The Freedmen's Bnreau, commonlj so called, was 
established by act of Congress early in the year 1865, 
for the pnrpose of protecting freedmen and refugees in 
their ríghts and retuming property to legitímate owners. 
In this twofold pnrpose was involved the complete re- 
adjustment of social and business relations at the Sonth 
— the restoration of society to its new and better con- 
ditions. 

It was the wish of President Lincoln that General Fisk 
should become the Bnreau's permanent head, with head- 
qnarters at Washington and the rank of colonel in the 
regular army, but the general would not consent. War 
had cost him all the fínancial accumulations and all the 
opportunities open to his hand since the panic of '57. 
He would not use any advantage of place to recoup the 
loss, while he had spent f reely of his Government pay in 
meeting Government needs. He felt that when peace 
caine he could and should devoto himself to commercial 
profit-seeking. Therefore his acceptance of a place as 
one of General Howard's assistants was but temporary. 

Kentucky and Tennessee were assigned to him at the 
special request of Andrew Johnson, who had succeeded 
to the Presidential chair. 

*' Fisk ain' t a fool,' ' he said, in his blunt speech ; " he 
won't hangeverybody.'' 

Which remark implied that some army officers were 
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not vnBBy and that Burean commissioners, each of the 
eleven being an officer of high rank, were given great 
authority. The latter, no doubt, was trae. As Assistant 
Commissioner of Freedmen, Refugees, and Abandoned 
Lands, General Fisk had almost dictatorial powers. In 
him rested practica] title to half the lands within his jurís- 
diction — which soon extended to Northern Alabama and 
Mississippi, and part of Arkansas as well — and to a vast 
deal of church and other property f orsaken by or wrested 
f rom its rightf ul possessors during the contest now closed. 
Upon him devolved the serions task of setting once more 
in motion a labor system become utterly demoralized and 
chaotic, wanting intelligence to know its own best good, 
ntterly useless withont direction and control, lacking all 
confidence in the men who once had controlled it, and 
pitifully expectant of great things as the immediate re- 
sult of freedom and citizenship. There has never been, 
and there can never be, a social and political situation, so . 
extensivo as this, more fraught with dangers and difii- 
cultíes than was that of the Southern States directly fol- 
lowing Lee's capitulation. 

General Fisk's headquarters were established at Nash- 
ville, and continued there, but he spent much time in 
personal visitation on the territoiy he commanded. For 
he was, in a large sense, military govemor of those two 
States named ; he was a commissioner plus. And the 
plus meant much toward the welfare and good order of 
both white and black. His initial endeavors were 
directed chiefly to the re-establishmelit of kindly feeling 
and mutual good faith between the ex-slave and the ex- 
master. 

Everywhere poverty- ruled. Plantations were not 
worked. Summer drew near, and the crops were not in, 
over wide áreas of land that should be yielding plethoric 
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harveet by and by. Freed industry could and mnst re- 
habilítate the Soath, bnt freedmen distruBted their 
formar owners, and were alike indolent and afraid. It 
was vital that labor be at once inspired with confídence 
in capital, and be guaranteed fall protection. It was 
imperative that such labor, amid such conditions, should 
have steady employment, and, f or its own eake, and the 
sake of all, should be put promptly afield. 

Among the first acts of General Fisk was to gather 
large assemblies of white and colored people in the open 
air, and there address theni. Hís addresses at these, as 
testified by gentlemen who often heard him, were won- 
derfully effectíve. Writing of his work at this time, in 
an article published in the Ladies* Repository f or April, 
1866, Major Lawrence, of General Fisk's staflf, thus 
remarked : 

*' He is very happy in his addresses to the freedmen. 
It is really refreshing to hear them exclaiming, when he 
goes out into a new place, where the gospel of f reedom 
has never been heard except as it has been thnndered 
forth by lond-mouthed cannon, ^ O bress God ! Gineral 
Fisk has come ! That's him 1' ' We'll hear de truf 
now.' * He'll tell us what to do.' And he does tell 
them, and while he speaks in his kindly way they devour 
every word, and their large, liquid eyes are never for a 
moment removed from him. I have seen four or five 
• thousand of these ^ wards of the nation ' crowded around 
the generalas stand in a compact mass and listening to 
his words, and a more interesting and, in some respects, 
affecting spectacle, I have never witnessed.^* 

The same gentleman, now well known as Jndge Law- 
rence, of Nashville — where he has been in legal practice 
since his Burean association with General Fisk — ^in a re- 
cent prívate letter recalls one great meeting, held at 
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Spring Hill, Tenn., in a beautiful grove. " People of 
both colors flocked together,'^ he saya, " to hear whát 
the head of the Bureau in this section had to say. The 
general, on reaching Spring Hill, was entertained at the 
home of a wealthy ex-rebel. The whole question of the 
relation of the races was discussed with such faimess, 
solid sense, and eloquence, and such evident sincerity, as 
to carry his entire audience with him. The substance of 
his advice to the fonner master was — ^ Employ your 
former slaves, treat them f airly, and pay them reason- 
ably for their work.' To the freedmen he said : ^ Be 
honest, industrious, and f aithful, and make of yourselves 
good citizens.' He told them that freedom meant more 
eamést work than slavery and greater responsibilities ; 
not idleness and vice. Every day the freedmen who had 
flocked into the cities were urged to retiim to their oíd 
homes and make contracts for labor or rent lands.'' 

One of those immense " mixed " meetings, to which 
carne such crowds of white and black, was near Hunts- 
ville, Ala., under great spreading oaks, where had gath- 
ered a memorable concourse. It numbered thousands, 
of all shades, and ages, and kinds. At the general's 
request a white-haired and patriarchal planter acted as 
chairman, and was invited to tell ñrst what his race and 
people wanted ; and then an aged negro, with wooUy 
white hair and wriñkled ebony face, was singled out by 
General Fisk's quick tact and nice discrimination, and 
bidden speak for the blacks. He was a genuino Únele 
Tom, and with that character's native dignity and simple 
pathos, the oíd slave said : 

^^ Massa Gin^ral,. all my people wants is jist a fa'r 
chance.'' 

Then the commissioner talked to them with that un- 
matched candor and in that homelike, sunny-hearted 
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style which neither black ñor white can long resist, and 
ehded by appointing the venerable únele and the patri- 
archal chairman a committee to draw up some basis of 
agreement which both sides could accept, to govem 
future labor relations. They did their work together, 
amicably, and reported to the multitude, which ratified 
it with hearty demonstrations. And to this day General 
Fisk is remembered with warm appreciation by the sur- 
vivors of that scene. 

Next to, or simultaneously with, the establishment of 
goodfellowship between white and black, carne the res- 
toration of property. There were no such prejudices 
here to encounter as made the first task often delicate, 
and much of this work was speedily, easily done ; but 
some people had wild notions of jnstice and equity, and 
made extra vagant calis upon the commissioner for aid. 
Hi8 duties, it may be said, formed a perfect university 
for the study of human nature. Writes a friend familiar 
with them : 

^' General Fisk, as you know, bubbled over with 
humor, and the stirring incidents which occurred while 
he was here would enrich a volume. He could put him" 
self en rapporú with the humblest and the wisest, and 
while courteous to all he never lost sight pf his work — the 
reconstruction of society on a sound and healthy basis. '^ 

As an extreme sample of one type with which General 
Fisk bad to deal, we may mention an Alabama woman, 
a mountain refugee, who came into headquarters as if 
they would contaminate her, and fairly demanded her 
rights. She had, as she informad him, *^ ben two year 
in Injianny," and her business now was ** to git trans- 
portation back to Alabam\ We uns heam tell," she 
said, " that you uns was goin' to give the refugees the 
farms of the oíd secesh, and we uns wants 'em.'^ The 
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general told her no^ that could not be done ; and as he 
said it, and while her disappointment was getting ready 
to voice itself, a neatly-dressed colored woman carne in, 
and begged a hearing. It was aceorded her as politely 
as if she had been white and dressed in satín. She was 
neater and more ladylike than the Alabama refugee. 
Her story was infinitely more sad, Her daughter had 
been spirited away from Nashville, after being freed by 
act of Congress, and sold in Georgia. It was an un- 
nsual and unusually aggravating case, and it touched the 
comínissioner's great tender heart at once. Her petition 
for aid to bring back the stolen young woman was 
granted as soon as made, and the petitioner went grate- 
fuUy away. Then this Alabama woman grew wrathy. 

" Gineral Fisk," she asked, her sallow face yet more^^ 
unlovely than before, ^' be yon ^ abolitionist ?" 

" Tes, madam," he frankly answered, " /&€.** 

"Wall, now, gineral," she went on, "yon don't 
believe in nigger equality, do you ? I'm sure you ain't 
so bad as that V 

The general's patience did not fail him, but his sense 
of justice asserted itself. With less suavity than usual, 
he replied : 

" Madam, I do not think you need have the least 
uneasiness in the world on the question of equality, for 
you will have to learn a great deal more than you now 
know, and will have to conduct yourself in a much better 
manner, before you become the equal of that good | 
colored woman who just left." 

And with a sniff of her snuffy nose, and vigorously 
condemning "the nigger burean," this lady from Ala- 
bama took her leave. 

A very fashionably-dressed woman came to him, une 
day, with a verbal request for the restoration of her 
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property. Her haughty aire and her manifest conscious- 
ness of superiority — the unladylike manner of condescen- 
sion which marked her — rather amused General Fisk, 
iand he politely requested her to write out her claim. 
She confessed, wíth some sudden embarrassment, that 
she could not write ! And then, a fine stroke of sarcasm 
under it all, he ordered a young colorad man, employed 
at headquarters — a prívate soldier of the Ninth Heavy 
Artillery detailed for office duty— to write out the claim 
and her petition concerning it, much to her disgust. 

The same sense of huraorous appreciation, tinged with 
gentle sarcasm, perhaps, led General Fisk once, when 
drafting the constitution for a colored benevolent organ- 
ization which applied to him for such help, to declare 
that its object was " to provide for the poor without any 
distinction' of color. ' ' 

It made no differefice to the general if the humor of a 
situation told against himself. At Edgefield one day, 
near Nashville, he spoke to the colored people in a new 
Bchoolhouse just built to replace one burned down by the 
enemies of colored education. An oíd Baptist preacher 
was present, past fourscore, and became overñowingly 
happy. At the cióse he came forward and grasped the 
general's hand, and said, with great pride : 

'' ' Gin'al, you is a Baptist, I knows you is a Baptist, 
for no man can talk like dat, ^cept he heen washed all 
over i/ji de Jordán.^ And, becoming confidential, the 
oíd man whispered, ^ De Methodists, gin'al, are a low set. 
You know they are. They came f rom Wesley, and he 
was a outcast, and you may look de Bible ciar through 
and not find Wesley once in it, but you find Baptist, John 
de Baptist ; and all de Baptists come from him ! Yes, 
gin'al' — with another squeeze of the hand — ' dése Meiho- 
düts are a low set P 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



THE FREEDMAN S FRIEND. 



It was through the uniform kindness and wise judg- 
ment of General Fisk, exercised in the recognition of 
property rights and the righteous adjustment of per- 
sonal wrongs, that he so won the confidence of those 
under his administration. He sought always to temper 
justíee with mercy and to soften hard feelings of aliena- 
tion in the hearts of men. Like his good grandfather, 
Ephraim Fisk, of New England memory, his raission 
was that of a peacemaker, in this New South where had 
grown such pathetic need of peace. And well and 
wisely he perf orraed it. Writing of his peculiar service, 
a resident of Nashville lately said : 

^^ Some men carne South after the war, or remained 
here, to thrive in politics and to use the recen tly en- 
franchised people to further their ambitious purposes. 
General Fisk, from the day he opened his headquarters 
here, seemed to be working in faith and hope for the 
glorious results which the people in this section, white 
and colored, are now en joying. He had faith in man, 
as man, and he certainly contributed greatly to the good 
order, peace, and thrift, educational and religious, of 
society here. " 

When General Fisk went there, religious thrift was at 
the discount of conditions which had discounted every- 
thing. Church worship in many cases had long been in- 
terfered with. Valuable church properties were under 
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alíenation from societies long engaged, before war Bmote 
them, in their development and proeperous use. These, 
like all the plantations of men who fought against the 
flag, were in General Fisk's hands. And nothing gave 
him more pleasure, we may believe, in his varied acts of 
humanity, than the restoration of such to proper owner- 
ship. 

The McKendree Church was one of these. In the 
heart of Nashville, it had known wide influence as the 
leáding Methodist church organization of that whole 
región. But war's changes had scattered its member- 
ship and brought to unsanctified uses the honored edi- 
fice. On a beautiful Sunday of early summer, that year 
of 1865, McKendree Church was reoccupied by those 
who loved it. In gladness and gratitude they carne to 
their own again. Sad and sorrowful times had been 
seen, during those months and years of separation, and 
wonderful changes had occurred, which gave a tender 
pathos to the day. The deepest solemnity marked that 
service of rededication. General Fisk attended it, with 
his entire staff, infull uniform, and occupied seats at the 
front. Tears of a hallowed joy flowed down hundreds 
of cheeks before the benediction came. And the sym- 
pathetic words of General Fisk, spoken in his abiding 
spirit of Christian brotherhood, were not least eloquent 
and thrilling. 

The rights of the f reedman before the law became at 
once matter of grave concern. A slave, he had never 
been allowed to testify in courts of justice against the 
whites. Freed, and a citizen, the State laws conceming 
him were in this respect unchanged. He was a cipherin 
his own defence, as all those years gone by. General Fisk 
saw the immediate necessity of fixing a different legal 
status for the blacks, and organized the first court where- 
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in a negro had equal rights of testimony with white men. 
This was done nnder an act of Congress wliereby special 
courts were made possible, in which were to be tried all 
canses, civil, criminal, and equitable, involving the 
rights of colored people. These courts, established 
wherever deemed necessary, were the occasion of some 
alarm in certain quarters, as a matter of course, and at 
first provoked nnfavorable comment. It could not be 
otherwise. " The oíd order changes," but its changes, 
though swift enough when God ordains, do not so swif tly 
change men. Slavery had gone forever, but its oíd 
prejudices remained. White superiority could not at 
once brook the claim of colored equality in all places. 
Inward disgust and outward demonstration of it were but 
natural. The marvel is, when we come to pender it all 
over, that such a degree of considérate acceptance ob- 
tained among the master race with regard to many 
things at feud with ancient custom and established social 
creeds. 

These freedmen's courts were absolutely essential, 
nnder the new dispensation of citizenship and the oíd 
code of State laws. But it required clear, solid judg- 
ment and the sternest sense of justice to run them 
fairly. General Fisk was equal to the emergency. He 
not only saw the courts proraptly organized, but he saw 
them jealously maintained, and great numbers of causes 
adjudicated by them in a manner which gave satisfaction 
to all classes. But while these courts were firmly sup- 
ported and their judgments and decrees enforced, he 
was using all his influence with the legislatures to induce 
them to enact laws giving to colored men the right to 
testify in all the courts ; and he constantly assured legis- 
lativo assemblies that the freedmen's courts would be 
abolished as soon as such laws were made. He kept his 
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promise f aithf uUy. The civil rights of the ex-slave carne 
into fair legal recognition sooner than our country had 
reaeonable ground to expect. 

Periiaps the first book ever issued for the practical 
behoof of colored men was a little manual compiled by 
General Fisk, and entitled ^^ Eules for the Government 
of the Freedmen's Courts." Certainly the first volume 
ever published specially/b/* colored men came from him, 
aboat the same time — *' Plain Counsels for Freedmen." 
This latter was published in large numbers, by the 
Boston Tract Society, and was sold cheaply or given 
away. It contained about eighty pages, and was greatly 
prized by those for whom it had been prepared. A book 
writtcn and printeá for them had rareinterest and pecul- 
iar merit in their eyes. They regarded it with great 
favor, and took its connsels quickly to heart. Its very 
dedication appealed to them persuasively. It ran : 

TO THE 

FREEDMEN OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Now happily released from the hoase of bondage, and fairly set for- 
ward in the path of progresa, these Plain Connsels are respectfnlly 
and affeotionately dedicated by one who has marohed with them 
through the Bed Sea of strife, sympathized with them in all their 
snfferings, labored incessantly for their well-being, rejoiced in their 
prosperity, and who believes that, gnided by the pillar of oloud by 
day, and of fíre by night, they wiU reach the Promised Land. 

Clinton B. Fisk, 
Brevet Major-Oenerál Unüed States Volunieers, and Assistant Gommis- 
sUmer in the FreedmarCs Burean, 
Nashyille, Tenn., March 1, 1866. 

Its opening words, " On Freedom," were simple 
and to the point : 

*' Eveiy man is bom into the world with the right to his own Ufe, 
to personal liberty, and to inherit, eam, own, and hold property. 
These rights are given to him by the great Gk)d ; not becanse he is a 
white man, a red man, or a black man, bat because he is A man." 
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What foUowed " About yonr Oíd Master" was in; 
recognitíon of the real facts : 

** He has had a hard time of it, dnríng the war, as well as your- 
selves. His wealth has melted away like wax before the ñre. His; 
near relatives, and in many cases his sons, have died on the field of ; 
battle or have been oríppled for life, and the Government will grant 
no pensions in their cases, becanse they fonght not onder its flag, 
. . . Ton mnst think of these things, and think kindly of yonr oíd 
master. Yon have grown np with him, it may be, on the same 
plantation. Do not fall out now, bnt join your interests if yon can 
and Uve and die together." 

Speaking '* About White Folks," General Fisk said : 

** White people have oíd, strong prejndices, and you shonld avoid 
everything yon can which will inflame those prejudices. You know 
how easy it is to hurt a sore toe. Prejudices are like tender toes. 
Do not step on them, when it is possible to avoid it. 

" White men are very much influenced by a man's sucoess in mak- 
ing a good living, and if you are thrifty and get on well in the world, 
they cannot help respecting you, " 

The chapter '' About Yourself '' had several para- 
graphs of wise advice as to personal habits, as well 
adapted for white men as for black. One of them de- 
clared : 

** You cannot afford io drink any kind qf spirüuoua or maU Uquors, 
To say nothing of their bad effects on your health and moráis, you 
cannot, in justice to yourself, pay what they will cost. Three glasses 
of beer a day would be thirty cents — two dollars and ten cents per 
week— nine dollars and ten cents per month— one hundred and nine 
dollars and twenty cents per year I But if you drink at all, you will 
want something stronger than beer and more costly, and you will waste 
your time atdrinking saloons, fall intobad company, and, ten chances 
to one, become a miserable, bloated, wheezing, blear-eyed drunkard. 
No, you cannot afford to drink. Do not go into a liquor saloon. Let 
no man see you there. Go straight by without tuming your head. 
God says : * Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging, and whosoever 
is deceived thereby is not wise.* ' Look not upon the wine when it is 
red, when it giveth its color in the cup, when it inoveth itself aright ; 
at the last it biteth like a serpent and stingeth like an adder. * If you 
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want a olear head and a strong arm, self-respect, and money in your 
pookét, swear, and keep the oath, that yon will never take a dram." 

FoUowing some general advice ^' To Young Men," 
was this : 

'' Avoid ihe company of had men and vjomen. Do not go with a man 
who does not care for the virtue o£ a woman. Keep away from 
gamblets. Kever be fonnd in the company of a woman who cares 
nothing abont a good ñame. Lewd women will lead yon down qnick 
into hell/* 

^* To Toang Women " brave and beneficent words 
were said : 

'' There is no being on earth for whom I have a higher regard than 
a trae woman ; and if there is one thing I desire above añother it is 
that the freed-women of this conntry, so long degraded and made 
merchandise of, may riso to the dignity and glory of trae woman- 
hood. 

' * Let it be yonr ñrst aim to make of yonrself a trae woman. Allow 
no man, under any pretence, to despoil yon of yoar virtue. The 
brand of shame rests apon the brow of the anchaste woman. She is 
hated, even by those who are as bad as she is. Ko man can ever 
love her. Her parents mourn the day of her birth ; her brothers 
hang their heads in very shame when she is named, and her sisters 
blosh to own her. If in yonr slave-life yoa have been careless of 
yoar moráis, now that you are free, live as beoomes a free Ghristian 
woman. Stamp a lie apon the common remark that colored women 
are all bad. 

** A trae, honest, wise woman is the best work of God. She is 
man's strength, the charm of the household, the attraction of the 
social circle, the light of the Ghurch, and the brightest jewel in the 
Savioar's crown." 

Hów needful such true, strong utterances, at that time 
and since, all know who have had cióse observation of the 
class addressed. ^* To Married Folks" these counsels 
f ollowed : 

" When yoa were slaves yoa ' took ap * with each other, and were 
not taaght what a bad thing it was to break God's law of marriage. 
Bat now yoa can only be sorry for the past, and begin life anew, and 
on a pare foandation. 
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'* Ton who have been and are now living together as hasband and 
wife, and have had children bom to yon, shonld be married aooord- 
ing to law, as soon as possible. This will give yon the civil rights 
o£ married persons, and will make yonr children the legal heirs to 
yonr property."" 

These little extracts will serve to show how faíthfnl 
were the teachings of this íreedman's friend, and how 
trae he was to the need of that period in negro experi- 
ence. There were pages also about Work, Free Labor, 
Contracta, Dishonesty, Eeceipts and Expenditures, 
Homes, Crime and Keligion, which had in them the 
worth of gold ; and several well-drawn illustrations 
added forcé to the coiinsels given and attractiveness to 
the book. General Fisk knew how swiftly the negro's 
eyes are won by picture-prints when even he cannot 
read. There was tact, as well as wisdom, in this modest 
volume,.for the colored people's own good. It gave 
them a new consciousness of valué. A man in whom 
they trusted and believed had thought them worthy to 
be advised in a real book, printed f or them alone. They 
must be coming up in the world ! And were they not ? 

Slowly, to be sure— slowly before that, slowly then. 
For them the printed pages were beginning to multiply, 
and the school-rooms opening freely here and there, and 
the teachers giving up ease and social caste to see them 
taught. But it was only as the flushing dawn of a better 
day. The twilight of ignorance, and of educational dep- 
rivation, was not yet dissipating, for these long op- 
pressed. There should be sunrise by and by, though, 
picase God ! 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

AIDING COLOREO EDUOATION. 

The sunrise camo I— carne through the prayers of 
a straggling people crying out af ter light and knowledge ; 
through the generous gifts of devout patriota, who saw 
that these millions, freed and enfranchised, must be edu- 
cationally and religiously cared f or ; through the sacrifice 
of brave souls who endured more, under obloquy and 
ostracism, than suffering thousandB on the battlefields. 
Colored need and helplessness at the South, when free- 
dom was made a fact, stirred the great sympathetic heart 
of the North as even slavery had never done. It was 
profoundly felt that by intellectual and religious culture 
alone could the blacks be fitted for their new sphere, 
and become safe constituent elements of the Republic. 
Before emancipation, indeed, this patriotic and Christian 
impulse moved to benevolent things. It oponed the 
original school for freedmen, at Fortress Monroe, in the 
fall of 1861. It started the first colored school at Nash- 
ville in October of 1863. It had duplicated these in many 
other places before 1865. 

Chief among its agencies, as afterward testified to, in 
a speech at Fisk University, by General Fisk, '^ and 
earliest on the ground with educational facilities, was the 
American Missionary Association, which for almost a 
third of a century has been in the front rank of mission 
work, especially devoted to the uplifting of the lowliest 
of the earth on both continents and on Ihe sea. Pa- 
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tiently and faithfully, through good and evil report, has 
this aseociation marched on in the plaín path of duty, 
courting no antagonisms, but winning the favor of all 
classes, lifting up the lowly, educating the poor, and sav- 
ing the sonls of men by the power of the Gospel preached 
and taught by their faithful ministers and teachers." 

With all his oíd intense hunger for knowledge fresh 
in recoUection, and inspiring him with sympathy, Gen- 
eral Fisk craved school opportunities for these grown-up 
children in his charge. From the outset his thoughtful 
attention was directed to the matter of colored education. 
More and more he saw the imperative demand for it, 
and realized how all efforts for the freedman must fail 
largely of suceess which did not include educational 
means. He tried to interest the churches along this 
line, but organically they did not rao ve so promptly as 
could be wished. There were individual members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, however, who 
aided him much, and to whom he has paid loving tribute. 
In that same address above referred to the general said : 

'' Did Ghristian cbaracter ever shine in greater completeness before 
men than was revealed in tbe beautiful and blameless life of Dr. 
A. L. P. Green ? Did ever better beart tbrob in buman bosom iban 
that which grew still in bis breast ? During the period of my service 
here, Dr. Green was my constant adviser and wise counsellor. His 
intimate knowledge of all parties in the South, and his eamest desire 
to promote peace and goodly fellowship, rendered him invaluable to 
me in the discharge of the delioate duties to which I had been called. 
Dr. Green was the first man in the nation to place in my hands any 
considerable sum of money for the education of the freedman. This 
noble Southern man was among the pioneers in this good work. I 
can hold him up before this vast throng of young men who listen to 
my words this day as a worthy example. Stand to-day with your 
face to the stars and say, ' I wiU be a man ; a Ghristian man in aU 
generosity and eamestness. I wiU follow the pathway which shall 
make me loved while I live» and which will make me honored when 
I fill my grave.' " 
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The dominant spirít in wbich General Fisk was met 
by Southern men, and which niade easier than they 
might else ha ve been bis often difficult tasks, was tbns 
recorded by himself at the dedication of Jubílee Hall : 

** When, in 1865, the rainbow of peace spanned the coantry*s 
horizon, to myself was assigned the daty, in this and adjoining States, 
of aiding, to the extent of my ability as an officer of the army, in the 
re-establishment of the supremacy of the civil law, in the restoration 
of prostrate industries, and of doing whatever else shonld promote 
the welfare of a people whose fields, in many sections, had then no 
fresh furrows save those which had been tumed by the red-hot 
ploughshare of war, and to whom had come, throngh the arbitrament 
of the swordy a revolution upheaving the great social and industrial 
system which had grown with the growth and strengthened with the 
strength of oentnries. In the discharge of the important dnties 
assigned to me, from no source did I receive more cordial ahd help- 
ful aid than from those who had been chief spirits in the great con- 
flict, and who, with sword and pen, had serred the ' lost cause * with 
all possible devotion and eamestness ; but having returned to the 
oíd paths they with equal ardor hammered swords into ploughshares, 
and thus forgetting the things which were behind, the great aim was 
to foUow those which made for peace. We struck hands of fellow- 
ship and said : ' How best can we, shoulder to shoulder, " the blue 
and the gray," uplift the prostrate communities ? ' The years it was 
permitted me to serve in that capacity are among the most satisfac- 
tory of my Ufe. From far and near came up the busy hum of resur- 
rected industry. Ohurches and college buildings were restored to 
their original purposes, and the Ghristian pastor and teacher, the 
Scriptures and spelling-book, resumed the places from which they 
had been dríven by the stem behests of war." 

The Scriptures and the spelling-book ! — ^he was a 
believer in both. Out of bis belief , in large part, grew 
the ínstitution of learning that has been referred to, 
bearing bis ñame. It had small beginnings, but around 
those a large horizon of far-seeing purpose. 

Fisk School for Freedmen was opened January 9th, 
1866, in some Government buildings west of the Chat- 
tanooga depot, known at that time as the Bailroad Hos- 
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pital. These bnildings had sheltered the Federal soldiers, 
and were now, at General Fisk's wise discretion, trans- 
formed into au edneational centre for the emancipated 
children of bondage. In August of the year previous 
the American Missionarj Association had sent two of its 
officers to " prospect " for a school in Nashville. These 
two men were Rev. E. P. Smith, then recent Secretary 
of the Chrifitian Commissíon, and Rev. E. M. Cravath, 
and ex-army chaplain, who had entered upon service 
with the association named. And, as told by Mr. Smith 
at the dedication of Jubileo Hall, thej searched Nash- 
ville through to find a building or a hall which conld be 
rented for school uses. 

** There were Tacant bnildings, bnt none for a oolored school. We 
f ound an anny barraok strnctnre belonging to the Gk>vemment which 
conld be made to insnre the pnrpose for which we were sent — the 
establishment of a primary school— bnt it stood npon prívate gronnd, 
whose owner, thongh in need of money, was not, as he said, ' so low 
down ' as to sell or rent property for that kind of bnsiness. At last, 
in onr searoh, we carne npon the gronp of hospital bnildings near 
the Chattanooga depot. The gronnd npon which they stood conld 
be pnrchased— if it was only known for what pnrpose— for $16,000, 
one f onrth cash. Professor Ogden joined ns, and together, by nsing 
aU we had and borrrowing all we conld, we raised the cash payment 
and gave onr paper and a mortgage for the balance, and the infánt 
Fisk, thongh notyet named, had a eradle.*' 

To these preliminary efforts General Fisk lent all pos- 
sible aid, and later his pnrse and credit were of ten at the 
schooPs command in time of need. It took his ñame, 
in fitting recognition of the labors whereby he had made 
its establishment possible, and of the practical interest 
which from the first he manifested in its establishment 
and growth. For grow it did. The individual debt in- 
cmred to start it was discharged, and in 1869 the Ameri- 
can Missionary Association became fuU possessors of it. 
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Meanwhile, in 1867, it was duly chartered as Fisk Uni- 
versity. 

The wildest dreams of colored education did not at 
firet, perhaps, include the university idea. That was 
but a natural development. The brightness and progresa 
of many pnpils carne to demand instruction of a higher 
grade. The adoption, throughout many Southern States, 
of a colored common-school system spread wide the 
higher educational desire, and made less needf ul the low- 
grade special schools for freedmen heretofore supported 
by Northern contributions. So generosity was left a 
chance to rear the higher institutions of leaming, and to 
lift the blacks to a yet lof tier level of knowledge. A 
boarding hall and a dormitory were essential at Nash- 
ville, and these were provided. Steadily the needs of 
Fisk University were met, that in turn it might meet the 
crying want all about it. But year by year its needs 
grew more exigent, until 1871. 

Then the oíd buildings, though often repaired, could 
not, it was clear enough, be much longer saved from 
decay. A new set of edifíces must be erected, and for 
these it was vital that a new site be had. The Ameri- 
can Missionary Association lacked resources, and could 
do nothing. What could any one do? Speaking of 
this emergency, when Jubileo Hall was dedicated, Gen- 
eral Fisk said : 

" The immediate friends and promoters of this institution, though 
poor in worldly goods and beset with discouragements wiihont limit, 
were, nevertheless, rich in faith, and never faltered from their orig- 
inal parpóse to build here a coUege, or, at least, make the beginning, 
tmsting to the blessings of God apon those who might come after 
them to oarry forward the enterprise to complete success. Tear by 
year, after the andertaking of ten years since, grew apon as the 
perplezing problem of obtaining the means to parchase a new site 
and erect the permanent initial bailding of Fisk University. When 
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throtigh decay o£ the oíd buildings and the urgent demanda for 
inoreased faoilities the neoessity for a solntion oí the problem 
beoame imperative, there was found one man eqoal to the emer- 
genoy." 

That one man, *' a most faithful staff-oflScer in my 
own military family," as General Fisk speaks of him, 
was George L. White. What he did, and how he did 
it, and what carne of the doing, form a wonderful chap- 
ter in the record of eamest effort for God and humanity 
which men and women ha ve made— the story of the 
Fisk Jubileo Singers. They have borne General Fisk's 
ñame across two continents and over many lands. Their 
story belongs right here, and shall be told partly in the 
langnage of General Fisk himself . 
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CHAPTER XVIIl. 

THE 8TORY OF THE SINGERS. 

JuBTLEE Hall, the 'Mnitial permanent building of 
Fisk University," to which reference has been had, was 
dedicated «Tannary Ist, 1876. A great throng of white 
and colored people crowded into it, and made tlie occa- 
sion memorable. General Fisk presided as President of 
the Board of Trastees, and gave one of his winsome 
addresses, which has been liberally qnoted from already 
in these pages, and may be yet further appropriated. 
Af ter his handsome recognition of Mr. George L. White, 
the oresident said : 

*' * There's music ever in the kindly soul ; 
For every deed of goodness done is like 
A chord set in the heart, and joy doth stríke 
Üpon it oft as memory doth unroU 
The immortal page whereon good deeds are writ. ' 

" There was music in the soul of our Brother White. He gathered 
around him the children of the freedmen, and with them 

" * Sang the oíd song.' 

He conceived the idea of coining the slave melodies of the oíd plan- 
tation and the camp-meeting into gold and silver, wherewith to pur- 
chase this commanding site, and upon it erect Jubileo Hall. George 
L. White was eminently a man of faith, and when he went before 
Godon hisknees andasked His blessing upon his efforts, he believed 
that God was going to help him. His was the prophetic souL He 

saw the 

* Glorious coming years, 
Thls prophet saw them f ar npon the way ; 
With timbre! and with Bong, 
Before the doubting throng, 
He bore the standard of the coming day/ 
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" How well do I remember when this good brother wrote me at my 
home in St. Lonis, and asked me to loan him $300 to take bis singers 
north o£ the Obio Hiver. I wrote an answen and told bim not to 
tbink o£ sucb a tbing ; tbat be would bríng disgrace npon ns all, and 
told bim to stay at borne and do bis work. He wrote back tbat be 
trnsted in God and not in General Fisk. [Laugbter. ] Next we see bim 
marcbing onward witb bis little band. Beaobing tbe city oí Gincinnati 
destitnte, be went down to our oíd friend Halstead, o£ tbe Commercial, 
and said to bim, * You are a friend of General Fisk ; I bave some 
students of bis wbo are going to sing Sunday moming at snob a 
cburcb. I bave no money to pay for tbe advertisement, so will yon 
please say in yonr paper tbat tbey are bere ? * Tbis was on Friday 
and tbey were to sing on Sunday. Júdge of Mr. "Wbite's surprise to 
see annonnced in Saturday moming^s paper tbat General Fisk's negro 
minstrels from Tennessee [laugbter] were in tbe city, and wonld 
sing in sucb a cburcb tbe next moming at 10.30 o'clock, and advising 
everybody to go. Everybody did go, as it was sometbing really 
wonderful to witness a negro minstrel performance in a cburcb on 
Sunday. [Laugbter.] It was a grand triumpb for tbe negro min- 
strels ; it was tbe foundation of tbeir success. 

*' Tbe story of tbe Jubileo Singers filis a volume. Tbe little poorly 
ciad oonipany of emancipated slaves wbo, four years ago, left Nasb- 
Tille on tbeir mission of song, bave, since tbat day, written tbeiv 
ñames indelibly on tbe bearts of millions in our own country and 
Great Britain. Tbey went fortb weeping, bearing precious seed ; 
tbey came again rejoicing, bringing tbeir sbeaves witb tbem. 

** We sbould fail in tbe discbarge of our grateful duty on tbis occa- 
sion did we not speak of tbe faitbful and persevering labors of Rev. 
G. D. Pike, wbo, as business manager for tbe Jubilee Singers, made 
tbeir great acbievements possible by bis unremitting toil in properly 
presenting tbem before tbe public. 

" In America tbey conquered social prejudices, and by tbeir mod- 
est, Gbristian demeanor, wbicb tbey bave so bappily retained, com- 
manded tbe respect and generous patronage of tbe best and bigbest 
in tbe land. Beyond tbe sea tbey bave twice received bearty wel- 
come and God-speed from tbe noblest and best of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland. We tbis day record witb a becoming spirit of gratitude 
our obligations to tbe Earl of Sbaftesbury, wbose great beart tbrobs 
generously for all bumanity and its every good cause, for royal wel- 
comes to England by bis lordsbip extended ; to ber Majesty, Britain' s 
most noble Queen, and tbe royal family, for tbeir kindly benediction 
upon tbe Singers ; to ber Prime Minister, Mr. Gladstone^ to Hon. 
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John Bríght, to Her. Newman Hall, Spnrgeon, Parker, and Dr. Allon, 
and to bosta oí others in the United Kingdom, who have smoothed 
the pathway oí the Jnbilee Singers, and caoaed their treasoxy to 
ring with the clink oí British gold, therein cast íor the fnrtherance 
of oor canse. We can expresa for them all no better wish than that, 
in the great day of final rewards, they and we may be gathered into 
the common citizenship of that better and heavenly conntry, where 

" ' Unfailing palma we'll bear alof t, 
Unfailing eoogs we'II eing ; 
Unceasing jabilee we'Il keep, 
In presence of our KiDg.* ♦• 

Tlie actual sum eamed by the Fisk Jnbilee Singers, 
and the way in which their work and the work of the 
university was regarded by the noblest class of Southern 
men, found statement in the speech of Rev. John B. 
McFerrin, D.D., as foUows : 

'* There*s not recorded snob an instance in history that a few men 
and women, like the Jabilee Singers, have, within the space of a yery 
Cew years, raised $100,000 for the edncation of their race. Bnt the 
beantiful point in it is this, that I had some hand in that. Now, yon 
ask me, ' How do yon acconnt for that ?' and I teU yon that it is owing 
entirely to camp-meeting songs. I helped to teach the colored people 
the camp-meeting songs which lie at the fonndation of Jabilee Hall, 
I have heard those songs song daring my ministry of fífty years. I 
thank Ood that, after delivering hondreds andhnndreds of disconrses 
to colored people, I have lingered aroand to bear these beantifol 
songs, which were sang ontil the break of day. If the teachers here 
will teach them to send np songs and shoats of praise to Jesas, 
I simply say Amen. I want yon, General Fisk, and aU others, to 
onderstand that the Soathem people, as far as my Information ex- 
tends— that is, the intelligent, patriotic, and Ghristian people of the 
Sonth, with, perhaps, a few exoeptions—rejoice in the edncation and 
elevation of the colored people, and fally appreciate the grand work 
yon are doing for them. [Lond applaose.] I stand on my nativa 
soil and bear this testimony. It meets the hearty oo-operation and 
sincere approbation of all Ghristian people." 

How and whence carne the pathetic sweetness of those 
Jubileo songs, that have so moved the high and the 
lowly on both henaispheres, and what are represented in 
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the edifíce their service reared, were briefly stated by 
theEev. G. D. Pike : 

" We are abont to dedícate a building nninatohed, in its origin, in 
the añnals oí the world ; for this magnifíoent edifíce expresses more . 
than the renowned and praiseworthy efforts of the Jnbilee Singers — 
more than the tact and skill of eyery one who has giyen thonght and 
labor for its construction, becanse it was only made possible by ex- 
perienoes earlier than emanoipation. The prioe thereof carne from 
Btríoken souls who, in times of grieYons sorrow, bnrst forth 

" *• O Lord, o my good Lord, keep me from sinking down.' 

* ' It was bnilt with the ooin of those who, in their seas of tronble, 
breathed in whispered aooents : 

" * Steal away, steal away, steal away to Jeeos/ 

** And it shall ever stand a montunent to those who, glorified with 
hope, blazing heavenward, midst triáis and afflictions, exnltingly 
sang, 

" * Didn't my Lord deliver Daniel, 

Uiver Daniel, and why not every man ? ' 

" ^ Oh ! stand the storm, it won't be long, 
We'll anchor by and by.' 

"This bnilding represents history and ideas. It stands on the 
bonndary line betwixt two civilizations. On these groonds afort 
was once ereoted for defenoe, but this edifíce is more than a fort, it 
is a lighthonse ; yea, it is more than that, it is a nniversity, in which 
may be tanght the principies that will shape the destiny of nations. 
What we say here will not largely add to what has been done. We 
can do little indeed to consécrate, for Ood baptized this enterprise 
long ago. It is rather for ns, while we stand here, to dedícate onr- 
selves to the nnfínished task of placing the civilization this bnilding 
represents beyond peradventore. It is for ns to take on new devo- 
tíon with every trinmph won for exact jnstice and a reign of elevated 
industries and Ohristian intelligence. It is for ns here to resolve 
that, God helping ns, onr nation shall be redeemed and made typical 
for many nations yet onbom." 

On the evening of this very happy New Year's day 
for Fisk TJniversity, a supper was served in the large 
dining hall to over three hundred invited guests, where 
General Fisk presided again, with his never-faiUng 
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geniality, and where the storj of tlie Jubilees was still 
further told in the foUowing poem by Professor A. K. 

Spence : 

'* Songs from the sniiny Sonth land, 
Songa from oTer the sea, 
Songs from the honse of bondage, 

Songs of the glad and free, 
They sang, those children of sorrow, 

Those children of dasky hae ; 
Strange and wild were their acoents, 
But their hearts were warm and tme. 

** Eohoes from nnknown ages, 

From Afric's distant strand, 
Down throngh the generations, 

To wake in a captivo land, 
They bronght like the snmmer breezes 

Blown from a land of flowers, 
Like the Yoice of whispering angela 

From a fairer land than onrs. 

" They canght the sweet inspiration 

"When lulled on their mothers* breast, 
As at eyening they sang of heayen, 

"Wbore the weary are at rest : 
And they saw sweet angels coming 

To carry them away, 
And the ohariot swinging lower 

Throngh the gates of opening day. 

** Sometimes their songs were wailings 

Of the angnish-smitten soul 
In the land of dark perdition, 

Where fiery billows roll. 
And their strains grew wild and wilder, 

As bef ore their eyes entranced 
Things that no tongne may ntter 

In f earf al visions danced. 

" And men in raptare listened, 
And strong men wept to seo 
These children of the bondmen, 
These children of the free, 
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And they opened up their coffers, 
And they ponred their treasure forth 

From the ocean to the river, 
From the South land to the Korth. 

" Andafar o*er the restless billow, 

Where castles are gray and oíd, 
And many a bard oí sweetness 

Has sung to a harp oí gold, 
Entranced by the song they li^tened 

To these children o£ the son. 
And many a tear-drop glistened, 

And many a heart was won. 

" And prayers and benedictions 

Were theirs from many a breast ; 
They sang so sweet and mildly, 

So sad, as when oppressed ; 
And they stood among the great men 

In the palaces of earth — 
They from the honse of bondage, 

They of servile birth. 

" And alond they sang in triumph, 

They sang of the Jnbilee, 
When broken is every f etter, 

And the sons of men go free ; 
In the age of peace so golden, 

That the prophets have seen so plain, 
When men shall be friends and brothors, 

And Ghrist Himself shall reign. 

*' O África, land of shadow, 

O África, land of song, 
Land of long night's oppression, 

Land of sorrow and wrong, 
Thy echoes retorn unto thee, 

Bearing on golden wing 
The tidings of earth' s salvation, 

The song that the angels sing." 
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OHAPTEE XIX. 



FI8K UNIYEBSITY. 



Beoausb of the deep interest that will always attach 
to Fisk University, on account of its noble parpóse and 
the marvellous effort of song to win for it world-wide 
sympathy, and because the later half of General Fisk's 
life Í8 80 closely linked therewíth as to be inseparable 
therefrom, some fnrther words abont it may be adinissi- 
ble here. 

Its location is fortúnate — one mile northwest of Nash- 
ville, and overlooking that Southern " city of schools." 
It stands on a sloping platean, f rom whence unobstructed 
víews may be had in all directions. The prospects com- 
manded by it are everywhere pleasing. In war times 
Fort Gillem occupied the same site — named after Gen- 
eral Gillem, of Modoc fame, who lived near Nashville 
subsequent to his Modoc campaign, and died there. 
The fort was well equipped, but never saw fighting. 
When its ramparts were at length levelled, to receive a 
building earned by the songs of freedmen, no memory 
of blood or of battle stained the spot. 

It is in a neighborhood becoming classic. Another 
institution of high culture for the colored race lies on 
beyond — Roger Williams University, of Baptist main- 
tenance ; and near both is the magnificently endowed 
Vanderbilt University, for whites, with its great and 
fine structures marking a new epoch in Southern educa- 
tional progress. And scattered around these, or across 
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ihe space between them and the city's denser population, 
are hundreds of neat homes, bnilt since war grew to be 
a memory, of a dass which ronders Nashville conspicu- 
ons for modest yet elegant home-life. 

Jubilee Hall occnpies one end of the platean, Living- 
stone Hall the other, and fntnre edifices wiU extend 
along the space between.' The main angle of the main 
bnilding points almost directly to the capítol, while the 
city of Nashville, sloping on all sides from that central 
ediñce, is in more or less distinct view from both of the 
principal fronts of Jubilee Hall. The city view from 
the hdl is fine, bnt the distant as well as near scenery on 
the other sides is even more pleasant. Indeed, there is 
no window in Jubileo Hall that does not command an 
exceedingly beautif ul outlook, and the whole campus, of 
twenty-five acres, is admirably adapted for outlook, for 
drainage, for airiness and cheer. 

Ground was broken for Jubilee Hall January Ist, 
1873, and its comer-stone was laid October Ist of the 
same year. It is large, English in style, and of massive 
proportions. Architecturally it is an L, with an east 
front of 145 feet and a south front of 128 feet. Includ- 
ing basement and cellar ^ it is six stories high, and has all 
the conveniences of water, steam, and gas for its 120 
rooms. Its ultimate use will be as the ladies' hall of 
Fisk University, bnt as yet it does dormitory and chapel 
duty as well, besides f urnishing an office, assembly room, 
recitation rooms, reception rooms, library, kitchens, 
laundry, and dining hall, each of ampie dimensions. 

Its dormitory department deserves especial mention. 
There are f orty rooms, each arranged for two students, 
with sepárate and complete appointments for both. 
Every room has two closets. The fumiture is made of 
Bolid black walnut. Forty of the sets were obtained by 
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Mrs. Clinton B. Fisk, and forty others were given by 
f rienda in Great Britain. Each bed has a straw mattress 
and a heavy cotton pad upon it. The three upper stories 
are foG-similea one of the other. AU are divided into 
bedchambers and all fnrnished exacfly alike. Each floor 
has bath rooms, with hot and cold water, water-closets 
and wash-closets. Three tanks in the attic, holding 
thirty barréis each, supply the entire water convenience, 
and they are in tnrn snpplied f rom five cisterns in the 
cellar, holding 25,000 barréis of water. 

The large chapel is bright and inviting, with a broad 
platf orm whereon the Jubilee Síngers have often made 
plaintive music, and where the Mozart Society now dis- 
courses in a more ambitious musical way. The attend- 
ance always crowds the capacity and accommodations, 
and is characterized by an air of earnestnesa and prayer- 
ful purpose which impresses every visitor. Fonnded in 
prayer, built with the proceeds of great f aith, maintained 
f or the elevation of a race more universally religious tlian 
any other on earth, Jubilee Hall breathes ever an atmos- 
phere of devout and aspiring trust. The real dedication 
of it began a day earlier than New Year's of 1876. 
Students and teachers held a watch-night service in it 
as 1875 went out. It is an immemorial custom of the 
colored people thus to observe the last night of every 
year. Of that meeting a teacher wrote : 

" The special bnrden of prayer seemed to be that God, who.had so 
snrely been with the school in the oíd home, might take possession 
of this, might so fíU it with His presence that it should be as the 
temple of oíd, when the glory of the Lord descended and abode npon 
it and in it ; that it might be the birthpíace of sools for many gener- 
ations to come. A stndent prayed, * O Lord, Thou knowest we 
hated to leave the oíd home, which was so dear and so sacred to as, 
and we do not want to stay in this spacious bnilding tmless Thou art 
here. * Mention was made of Moses, when he pleaded with God» * I£ 
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thy presenoe go not with ns, oarry ns not up henee,' and very sweetly 
carne to our hearts the promise given to God*s servant, * My presenoe 
shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest.' Just at twelye o' dock, 
when 1875 was nnmbered with the past and the nntried new year 
was opening npon os, we all knelt in silent prayer, that God would 
hide US beneath His wing, safely sheltering ns dnring all the passing 
years, whether they brought to ns trial and sorrow or joy and rejoic- 
ing, in the great work that He has giren ns to do." 

A like spirit of prayer and praise possessed the heart 
of General Fisk when he opened the formal exereises of 
dedication, and, after inviting all to sing 

** Praise God, from whom aU blessings flow," 

delivered his address. His first words breathed it, and 
those which tmmediately followed were permeated by 
ardent Christian patriotism. He said : 

** With devont thankfnlness to the Giver of aU good ; with songs 
of praise on our lips and the spirit of consecration in onr hearts, 
we wonld this day gather in Jubileo Hall to dedícate it to the good 
cause of Christian culture. It is a glad day for aU ; for those who 
have planned and labored through much discouragement — who have 
prayed and watched through the darkness and the sunshine for the 
coming of this hour. It is a day of joy for those in whose behalf 
this good work has been accomplished. We hail yon with a * Happy 
New Year.* 

" We listen to the silent footfalls of the Oíd Tear, which has just 
' passed out into etemity laden with its joys and sorrows. We step 
over the threshold of a glad new year, and hail each other and aU 
with hearty greetings and best wishes and prayers that ' your liyes 
may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.* 
And was there ever land more beautiful ? Was there ever a more 
goodly heritage than yours, ye men and women of Tennessee ? Did 
lines ever fall to any people in more pleasant places than in this 
grand oíd commonwealth ? From its magnifícent rivers to its boun- 
dary lines it is fítly described, as was Canaan of oíd, by the mouth of 
the deliverer, lawgiver, and prophet, as * a good land, a land of 
brooks of water, of fountains and depths, that spring out of yalleys 
and hills ; a land of wheat and barley ; a land wherein thou shalt 
eat bread without searceness, thou shalt not lack anything in it ; a 
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land whose stones are iion, and oni of whose hills ihoa mayest dig 
brasa.' 

'* At ihe capital of the State, near to the duat oí the iron man who 
sleeps at the hermitage— here, vithin the endroling arma of the 
majestio river which flows at oor feet, where HaahYille uta aa Queen 
of the Gamberland— Jnbilee Hall thia day throws ita doora wide 
open, and bids yon enter in and aeék wiadom in her pleaaant waya 
and peaoef ni patha. How oould we better do oor part in the naher- 
ing in of 1876 ? How better celébrate the centennial year of the 
nation*s birth than by the reoognition of oor gratefol dnty to oor 
God and ooontry ? How magnificent the ontgrowth oí the centory 
of oar national existence ! Time will not permit na to tell yon ; 
every schoolboy knows it. We will not here nndertake to portray the 
marvelloos development oí thia great conntry. One hondred yeara 
ago the Atlantic coast waa fringed with sparsely popnlated commn- 
nities. Today how magnificent the growth from aea to aea, and from 
the sil^ery lakea of the North to the Southern golf ! 

" One hondred yeara ago thia moming Washington waa at Cam- 
bridge, planning his attack npon Boaton ; Lee waa in Gonnecticnt, 
marching on New Tork. General Greene, in a New Tear'a commnni- 
catión to hia friend Ward, a delégate in the (General Gongreaa from 
Bhode Island, aaid : ' The intereata of mankind hang apon that body 
of which yon are a member. Yon stand a representatiye not of 
America only, bnt of the friends of liberty and the sapportera of the 
rights of human natnre in the whole world. Permit me, from the 
sinceríty of my heart, ready at all times to bleed in my conntry's 
cause, to recommend a declaration of independence, and cali upon 
the whole world, and the great God who govems it, to witness the 
necessity, propriety, and rectitude thereof. America must raise an 
empire of permanent dnration, supported upon the grand pillars of 
truth, freedom, and religión.' " 

And after adding mach in similar spirit of apprecia- 
tion and faith — a part of which has préviously been 
quoted — General Fisk concluded his address with this 
wise advice and apostolic injunction : 

'* ' Wisdom is the principal thing, therefore get wisdom.' 
** Bnt, above all else, may they who herein enter be made ' wise 
unto saiyation through faith which is in Ghrist Jesús, ' who by the 
mouth of the prophet hath said, < Wisdom and knowledge shaU be 
the stability of thy times, and strength of salvation.' 
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*' láft np yonr eyes and behold the ontstretching, whitening har- 
Test, whioh invites yon who will go íorth from this institntion with 
the Divine benediction apon yon to teaoh and preaoh among the 
millions oí onr land who stretoh ont their hands appealing for 
knowledge, and the nnnnmbered millions more who» from the heart 
of África, are inviting the means of religions renovation of that mys- 
terioos land from which— thanks be to God— the pall of barbarism is 
being lif ted. Let it be the aim of Fisk üniversity to fashion those 
who shall be snfficient for these things. And apon all, the teachers 
and the taaght, and apon oor friends everywhere, may there this 
day come, and forever apon them remain, the blessing of the Father 
who hath loved as, the Bon who hath died for os, and the Holy 
Spirit whioh qoiokeneth and sanctifieth. Amen." 
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CHAPTER XX. 

AS A BATLBOAD FINANCIEB. 

General Fisk remained with and was a large part of 
the Freedmen's Burean till August 18th, 1866, when he 
was mustered out of the United States military service, 
to take effect September Ist ensuing. He had then de- 
voted over four years to this Government' s needs, with 
a single and unswerving purpose to help insure national 
peace on a sure basis, and the fruits of peace to all whom 
war involved. For the welfare of both races in the 
South he had labored with patient energy more than 
fifteen months, spending freely of heart and brain that 
high and humble might have every right. It had been 
a service of patriotic love. He never regretted a day of 
it. In a certain and holy sense it had been the Master's 
work, and done as for Him. Its droU experiences had 
been many, its glimpses of the grotesque frequent ; its 
tearful pathos often lent a touch of soberness to daily 
cares, and offered sharp contrast with the humor so 
abundant. 

He had seen great and essential changos in the legal 
status of black men. He had made it possible and com- 
mon for snch men to claim and secure recognition in the 
conrts. He had compiled for them a code of laws, and 
had seen the same in general operation. He had wit- 
nessed the adoption of land and labor contracts, mider 
which colored laborers had become self-snpporting and 
were able to oommand homes of their own. He had re- 
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stored vaet aggregations of property to handfl that by 
right should hold it. He liad given healthj and hopeful 
Ímpetus to industries that meant real prosperity by and 
by. He had been one of God's instruments in the pro- 
viding of educational resonrces for tlie oppressed, and in 
the safe assimilation into the body politic of a new citi- 
zenship previously nnfitted for the sphere assigned, and 
of doubtfnl, even of dangerous possibilities, without 
snch fitness and faithful attention as now conld be con-. 
ferred. 

So much, indeed, had been accomplished, or set in 
motion for accomplishment, that he saw an open door 
out of dutíes onerous while not lucrative, and felt at 
liberty to leave them for largor personal opportunities. 
Tet he f orsook the Burean with real sadness. Its field 
of useful effort had grown dear to him. The f reedman 
had become his grateful f riend, as he long had been the 
friend of freedmen. He half regretted, at times, that 
he was not to remain permanently in service for them 
and for the Southern whites, whose confidence he had 
won. He has ever since regarded that service as the 
most satisfying of all his life and productivo of the most 
good, and has held a warm place in his heart for those 
men, representing more than a hundred millions of cap- 
ital, who petitioned President Johnson to detain him at 
his post of duty in Tennessee till reconstruction eflEorts 
were no longer needed. 

Eeturning to St. Louis, to which place and whose peo- 
pie he had become deeply attached. General Fisk cast 
aboujb for some opening wherein he could retrieve the 
losses occasioned through his patriotic course. The 
domain of politics was before him, but not alluring. 
With superlativo politic insight, peculiar powers of tact, 
and a nativo genius for managing men carefuUy devel- 
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oped by wide experience, he might have entered on a 
political career of exceptional popularíty, and lused its 
advantages to hís own great material gain. Bnt he 
wonld not. Eis tastes ran along other linee. He knew, 
too, how mnch the politician must fiacrifice of fine moral 
fibre and of devoted Chrístian effort if he win and keep 
a front place. He loved his church, hís manhood, and 
his God better than the gains of a donbtfnl snccess or 
the applanse of men. 

He did aecept an appointment, tendered him by Gt)v- 
ernor Fletcher, as State Commissioner of the Southwest 
Pacific Railroad. Its fnnctions were pnrely administra- 
tivo and non-political. It gave him no party grip ; he 
wanted none. It oponed, however, some broad busi- 
ness possibilities. Bailroading then in the West was ex- 
perimental and uncertain. Oftener than otherwise it 
preved unprofitable. The throngh tronk linee were 
barely projected, save one. The States were eager for 
railnmd development, bnt not in condition to aid it save 
by the grant of lands. And immigration had not yet set 
in with snch a flood-tide westward as was later seen. 

The oíd Missouri Pacific organization had been helped 
by the State, nnder certain stipnlations, to bnild branches 
and part of its line. A land grant of 1,000,000 acres 
had been conf erred upon it, on terms which the company 
did not meet. Tronble foUowed, and in 1866 ninety 
miles of this road were snrrendered to the State. This 
the State sold to General Fremont and others, who 
agreed to complete the road within a given time, or, fail- 
ing so to do, to forfeit all interests therein. They f ailed, 
and nnder the agreement, and a law authorizing snch 
action, the State seized npon the road and became full 
possessor. Then General Fisk was sent as the State's 
agent to General Fremont to see if that gentleman wonld 
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take and run the road, but he declined. Scandal had 
grown out of its management, and Fremont preferred 
not to assume any liabüities, or appear to derive personal 
benefits f rom the changes which had taken place. 

At the request of Governor Fletcher, General Fisk 
assumed full direction of the road, and Tan it for the 
State. He gave to ifc better system, cióse economy, live 
enterprise, and success. He made it paj. He made it 
a valuable property. But this arrangement could not 
last. Missouri was not a railway corporation. The 
State did not wish permanentlj to engage in railway 
management. Some different plans must soon be set in 
motion. So General Fisk enlisted other gentlemen with 
him, and the road became theirs under conditions guar- 
anteeing the State against loss, and insuring completion 
of the enterprise. Fifteen men put $100,000 each into 
the State treasury, as an earnest of good faith, to be 
drawn out as the work progressed, and the State, in re- 
tum, gave to them the road and its original grant of 
1,000,000 acres of land. Newly chartered as the South 
Pacific, thís road of so many changes and doubts became 
a fixed fact, and its individual promoters realized hand- 
somely therefrom. General Fisk was vice-president and 
land commissioner of it, and gave it his best managerial 
abilities. 

He remained in this connection till the early summer ^ 
of 1877, but removed to New York in 1872. The ten 
years of his railroad activities were wonderfuUy busy 
and fairly profitable years. Sagacious as a financier, 
methodical, and everywhere commanding confidence, he 
gave the firm tone of integrity to his enterprise, and lib- 
eral results followed. His removal to New York, 
though not considered permanent, seemed essential to 
bnsiness interest, and threw him actively in association 
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with vast monetary resources. He won speedy recog- 
nition as a man of clear brain, strong character, quick 
but cool judgment, and unflagging zeal. 

His aid carne to be sought on everj side. His ñame 
was wanted in the directory of great insurance com- 
panies, banking corporations, and similar concerns. 
Church and other philanthropies called npon him for ser- 
vice and counsel. Colleges insisted npon making him a 
trastee. The Government appointed him to a respon- 
sible place of trnst as a known philanthropist and the 
Indian's friend. The cause of temperance daimed his 
constant sympathj and f requent help. He was desired 
as the guardián of great estates. At army reunions and 
other banquets his voice was invited for the happy cheer 
it could give and the inspiration it lent. Vast gather- 
ings of various religious bodies were not complete till 
General Fisk came. Night and day, seven days out of 
the week, his brain toiled and his heart beat for busy 
humanity round about him. Nothing but steady habita 
from boyhood up, and blood puré from any taint of 
poisonous excesses, kept him from speedily breaking 
down. 

The wonder to family and f riends was how he could 
stand such an incessant strain. Equable temper and 
serene philosophy carried him through a long time. 
Amid fires of excitement which would send the pulses 
of most men far above blood-heat, he could be cool and 
calm. Business was always put away for the prayer- 
meeting, and amusement waited on duty ; and with faith 
in the heart and coolness in the head he would not let 
worry kill when work might not. 

But suddenly, in 1877, a break came. His fine ner- 
vous system gave way. The time had come to halt. 
He resigned all railroad connection, threw business carea 
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áJl one side, and in three days, at the command of phy- 
Bicians, started for Europe. His compaiiion was Mr. 
Oliver Hoyt, of Stamford, Oonn. 

They spent all that season abroad. Putting care 
quito away, General Fisk sought recreation, and the new 
vigor it should bring. He revelled in history, scenery, 
and romance. Not seeking human contact, he yet carne 
to meet many whom the world calis great. Among 
theee was the Emperor William I., with whom a very 
pleasing interview was enjoyed. The Jubileo Singers 
had made General Fisk's ñame familiar throughout 
Great Britain and over the Continent, and he f ound him- 
self , through them and their songs, inseparably identified, 
among lovers of liberty, with the cause of f reedom in 
America. A hearty welcome waited him in England 
and Gormany, and his receptions and groetings were al- 
most embarrassing in both countries. 

He was in London during the anniversary of the Brit- 
ish Froedmon's Aid Society, and its President, the Earl 
of Shaftesbury, invited him to deliver an address. No 
other occasion, porhaps, could have induced him then to 
mako a public effort ; but this appealed swiftly and 
powerf ully to his deepest sympathies, on its own account, 
and because the Jubileo Singers were present to make 
music for the great throng. From reports in a London 
paper it would appear that General Fisk enraptured the 
earl and those five thousand shouting Englishmen besido 
to whom he s^^oke. Their applause was electric, and 
grew more frequent to the end. After thanking them 
for their reception of the Jubileo Singers on a formor 
visit, and for material aid rendered Fisk University 
through them, he said : 

*' England and America, partners in olden times in planting and 
maintaining slavery on the shores o£ the new continent, in later dayg 
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nnite. in saying that no slave can breathe on any soil over which floats 
the Union Jaok or the Stars and Strípes. England throngh peaceable 
measures broke the shackles o£ her bondsmen ; America, throngh a 
long and bloody war, which cost millions o£ treasore and thonsands 
apon thonsands of onr best sons, who sleep to-day in soldiers' graves. 

" * On Fame's etenuü camping-groond 
Their silent tents are spread, 
While Qlory goards with solemn round 
The bivouac of the dead.' 

With yon we share the glory incident to the extinction of slavery ; 
with yon lift np onr songa of deliverance to the mnsic of the break- 
ing of the fetters of hnman bondage, ringing over the hills and 
plains and across the seas, heralding the Jnbilee of onr millions of 
freed people. ' It was the Lord*s doings, and it was marvellons in 

onr eyes/ 

*' * Speed on Thy work, Lord Qod of Hoets, 
And now the bondsman chaln la riven, 
And swells from all our gollty coasta 
The anthem of the f roe to heaven. 

*^ *■ O not to those whom thon hast led. 
As with Thy cloud and flre before, 
Bat unto Thee, in f ear and dread, 
Be praise and glory evermore !' '* 

General Fisk's references to the inception of Fisk Uni- 
versitj, and the work it had undertaken to do, and to 
Jubileo Hall, which their contributions had helped erect, 
were f oUowed by this tribute to one whom all men honor 
and all Englishmen love : 

** And now, working by faith we ha ve begnn a new bnilding, to be 
specially devoted to the preparation of missionaries for África. At 
its baptism a few weeks since we gave it a ñame loved and honored 
in every Ghristian honsehold throughout the wide, wide world, as 
also in the abodes of the heathen, to whom he gave the best years of 
his great life— that tme son of science, that hero of héroes, that 
hnmble and eamest míssionary of the Gross of Christ, David Living- 
stone. England did him honor, and honored herself , when she as- 
signed him to resting-place with the great 

*^ ^ In the great minater transept, 
Where lights like glories fall, 
And the sweet choir sings 
And the organ rings 
Along its emblazoned wall. 
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" He sleeps by the sido of the best and bravest— héroes, statesmen, 
and poeta — men of art, men of letters, men of philanthropy — bat 
amid the rich memorials of greatness there is 

" * No Btoried um or animated bust * 

which tells of a nobler life than that of David Livingstone. It is onr 
parpóse to give him honor by the erection of Livingstone Mission 
Hall, from which we trust there shall, as the years roU on, go forth a 
mnltitnde who will do honorable service for the Master in regions 
opened to the world throngh the long weary years of his explorations. 
We woüld have all Ghristian lands, all Ghristians, nnite with ns in 
thisgreat work." 

The reporta then go on to state that upon the platf orna 
with General Fisk was the Rev. Dr. Moffat, father-in- 
law of David Livingstone, and that he f ollowed the gen- 
eral in a fervent speech in behalf of the culture of the 
colored people of America. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

PRESroENT OP THE IKDIAN COMMIBSION. 

The same abiding sympathy, and enduring sense of 
justice, that made General Fisk the protector and guar- 
dián of f reedmen, made him the sure ally and friend of 
the Indian. Alive to current events, and well posted in 
the history of Indian affairs, he knew how gravely our 
Govemraent had fallen short of right and duty in its 
treatment of the aboriginal tribes. He felt the shame 
of its base betrayals and repeated acts of unfaith. He 
again and again spoke freely his mind about it all, and 
demanded, in the ñame of civilization and hnmanity, 
the better and nobler policies possible. His heart and 
mind were actively reaching out to the plains and moun- 
tains where wrong too often dominated, and misery was 
the ever-growing result. His interest in the Indian' s 
welfare steadily increased. 
\ In 1874 General Grant sent f or him. As President, 
Grant was better informed on Indian matters than per- 
haps any other executive had been. He was also serving 
his second term, and his original knowledge of aboriginal 
things had grown much. He desired the most liberal, 
faithful, and far-sighted Indian policy, and wanted the 
Board of Indian Commissioners to be of the broadest 
Christian and humanitarian type. They had known 
each other, he and General Fisk, since 1858. During 
the war they had seldom met, though General Fisk was 
fiome time, as foregoing pages ha ve shown, in Grant' s 
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army besieging Vicksburg. General Fisk had a cali f rom 
him at Helena, it is true, and remembered well Grant's 
plaín demeanor at that time, also liis strong mental grasp 
of the situation. Since the war they had come often 
togetlier, and the qnalíties of General Fisk were well 
known to Grant, and greatly admired by him. He sent 
for General Fisk because he knew him so well. 

" I want you at the Indian Commission's head," was 
the declaration of President Grant. 

To take this place involved additional burdens for an 
already overburdened man, but he acquiesced. When 
has he ever failed to respond where duty's cali was 
heard ? Appointed commissioner, he was elected Presi- 
dent of the Commission by his coUeagues, and has held 
that responsible yet unsalaried place ever since. For 
fourteen years now, without reward or hope of reward, 
he has given f reely of his time, his energy, his means, 
to carry forward that broad, sagacious, philantliropic 
policy which looks to the ultímate end of all Indian 
troubles and cost through the full, intelligent, responsi- 
ble citizenship of every Indian within our national 
domain. 

Of the important work which this board has done little 
seems generally known, though its annual reports to the 
Secretary of the Interior havé fnrnished ampie inf orma- 
tion, and its frequent meetings and annual conferences 
ha ve been well reported in our public prints. The an- 
nual reports contain a vast array of interesting facts 
about tribal conditions, school experiments, etc., and 
Bome of them embody full records of the Lake Mohonk 
annual conference, held every autumn at the residence 
of Commissioner Smiley. At the third annual thus 
held, when General Fisk was a third time chosen Presi- 
dent of the Conference, in accepting the place he said : 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



136 LIFE OP CLISTTOK BOWEK PISK. 

*' There is Bome progresa in Indian affairs--not great, bat we may 
say there is progresa. General Grant in his ñrst message nsed abont 
this langnage : * The treatment of the original owners of this conntry 
has been suoh from the beginning as to lead to continual murder and 
robbery and all sorts of affliction.' He added that his own knowl- 
edge of matters on the frontier, his own experience as a soldier, 
led him to believe that the mlers of this conntry had pnrsned a 
course, or that national legislation had been such, from the begin- 
ning, as to be most harmfnl to the Indian. He then said : ' I have 
adopted a new policy, which is working well and from which I hope 
the best results.' The new policy was the legislation which provided 
for the appointment of the Board of Indian Gommissioners, and 
snch other, in the spring of 1869, as led to a better nnderstanding of 
Indian affairs. From that time — from the time when a oertain dele, 
gation, one of the members of which is in this room, visited Presi- 
dent Grant, when he said his knowledge as President and his knowl- 
edge as an oíd soldier shonld be thrown in the right direction for the 
Indian — ^progresa has been marked. At midnight on March 3d, 1871, 
Gongress made that remarkable dedaration that thenceforth no 
treaty shonld be made with an Indian tribe. They reached that 
decisión after having made four hnndred treaties, which had been 
freqnently broken, with nearly one hnndred tribes. Gongress said, 
We will pnt a stop to this wrong ; we will not regard any tribe as a 
nation. From that time we have been visiting nearly all the larger 
tribes and making certain agreements with them that are working 
for better things. Many of us are beginning to believe that the 
Indian has made all the progress he can nnder the conditions which 
have obtained in the past. 

" At the first interview I had with General Grant after coming into 
this Board of Gommissioners, he. said, ' The trouble is, we regard the 
Indians as nations, when they are simply our wards.' General 
Grant went ont on the skirmish line. Said he, * We mnst make the 
Indian believe ns ; we mnst treat him as a ward. We shonld work 
especially to throw down every barrier in this conntry, so as to have 
no foot of land on which any American may not go.' This, of 
course, meant the doing away with all reservations, and pointed to 
the ultímate citizenship of the Indian ; to his absorption, for which 
we have been working for more than a hnndred years. We owe the 
Indian a great deal— land, homes, law, and, abo ve all, patience and 
care. With snch help coming to him, and in confiding in those who 
deal with him, it will not be difficnlt in the future to settle this prob- 
lem. It was more than a score of years ago that I met Bishop 
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Whipple, at Washington, pleading for the Sioaz. Mr. Stanton said, 
' What does Bishop Whipple want ? I£ he wants to tell as that we ha ve 
done wrong, we know it. The remedy is not at this end o£ the avenne ; 
it is at the other end. When yon convince people, when yon make 
the right sentiment that shall lead Oongressmen to believe they had 
better give attention to this matter, then I shall believe the time is 
not £ar distant when there wlll be no Indians who are not American 
citizens. It is astonishing that nearly sixty millíons o£ people can- 
not manage these few.' " 

On November lOth, 1885, with a committee frora the 
Mohonk conference, General Fisk called upon Presídent 
Cleveland, to interest him still further in the Indian re- 
form. After that committee's interview with the Ex- 
ecative, and at his request, the general addressed him a 
formal letter of suggestions, which so thoroughly covers 
the ground of the proposed ref orm, and so well sets f orth 
the concliisions of those who have made Indian affairs a 
caref ul study, that mueh of it shall be given here : 

** The Indian qaestion is partly administrative, partly legislative. 
In so far as it is administrative we have nothing to nrge except 
expedition in every measnre which promises to secare permanent 
tenore of land in severalty to those Indians already entitled to it, 
zapidity in issaing patents where they have been provided for by law, 
and the greatest care in secaring and retaining, both as agents and 
snperintendents of edacation, men who are ñtted by nature and as 
far as possible by experience for the very difficalt task intrasted to 
them. 

" We strongly and heartily second the paipose indicated by Mr. 
Oberly at the Lake Mohonk conference to reqaire certificates of com- 
petence of al$*«andidates for appointment as teachers, and hispían 
briefly oatlined far a convention of Indian school snperintendents to 
disoass the problem of Indian edacation. 

" The legislative qaestion presents greater theoretical difficolties. 
Bat certain things appear to as clear and of both immediate and 
pressing importance. 

" Congress has already provided by treaty a law for the sorvey in 
jections and qaarter-sections of twelve reservations. The list of 
Ihese reservations, with ref erence to the laws, is appended. We woold 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



138 LIFE OF OLINTOK BOWEN FT8K. 

eamestly urge the immediate appropriatíon by Gongress o£ the neoes- 
sary fuDds to oarry ont the proYÍsions of these laws already enaoted, 
and thns prepare the way to give land in severalty to the Indiana 
who oooapy these reservations and to throw open the nnallotted land 
in them to settlement. 

** We eamestly reoommend the adoption by Gongress of a law con- 
ferríng npon the President power, in his discretion» to canse snrreys 
of other reseryations and the allotment of land in severalty to the 
tríbes oocnpying them as rapidly as their consent can be obtained, 
the parchase by the GoyemmeDt at a fair valoation of all the nn- 
allotted land in snch reservations, the cash yalae thereof to be appro- 
priated for the industrial and edacatiunal advantages of the tribe, 
and the opening by this method to settlement of the reseryations so 
allotted and purchased. A measnre embodying these principies has 
already twioe passed the Senate at the last session, if not on both 
oocasions nnanimonsly, and has also received the official approyal of 
the Gommittee on Indian Affairs in the House ; and we tmst that it 
will only reqnire the endorsement of the Execntive to secnre its final 
passage by the Forty-ninth Gongress. 

" Of conrse all Indian titles shonld be made inalienable for a term 
of years ; all Indians taking land in severalty shonld receive the fnll 
protection acoorded by tho law to other citizens, and as soon as any 
tribe is fairly eqnipped in individual homes and made oompetent for 
self-snpport, all annnities shonld cease. 

" In addition to these measures, which we think might properiy 
be nrged npon the immediate attention of Gongress with a reasonable 
expeotation that they wonld be promptly and with snbstantial nna- 
nimity passed, we respectfuUy snbmit to yonr consideration a third, 
which is the result of a considerable degree of consideration and 
discassion on onr part. 

" We are thoronghly convinced that with comparatively few excep- 
tions the Indians can be prepared for land in severalty and the perils 
and protection of citizenship as rapidly as the Government can well 
provide the necessary surveys and allotments of land ; that, as a nüe, 
it is safe to throw npon their resources and the proéection of the local 
commnnity, with the added safegnards of the United States oonrts» 
any tribe of Indians who are ready and willing to accept the boon 
and the bnrdens of civilization. 

** We therefore unite in recommending that Gongress be asked to 
provide for the creation of an execntive commission, to be appointed 
by the President, to open negotiations with the varions tribes, as rap- 
idly as, in the jndgment of the President, is compatible with the safety 
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and vell-being boih of tiie Indians and their wbite neighbors, in 
order to seonre their oonsent to ihe abrogation of the reservation, to 
land in severalty, to the cessation of annnities, and to the citizenship 
of the emancipated Indians. 

'' We believe that the time is f olly ripe for the inangnration of 
snch a polipy. This is no sudden conclusión ; we have come to it 
gradoally, as the resolt of study and deliberation. And it is oor pro- 
fonnd conviction that this Administration can tender no greater ser- 
Yioe to the nation than by inangnrating, and if possible carrying 
throngh to its consnmmation, a policy which shall solve the Indian 
problem by emancipating the Indian from his present condition of 
pnpilage and panperism, and his white neighbors from their altérnate 
experiences of terror and of wrath. " 

Under the Indian Commission's wise policy it has 
effected the organization of several industrial schools — 
one at Hampton, Va.; one at Carlisle, Pa.; one at Law- 
rence, Kan.; one at Ohilocco, in the Indian Territory ; 
one at Genoa, Neb. ; and one at Salem, Ore. In these 
are being trained and taught over two thousand Indian 
cliildren, anjd fitted for civilized home-life when they 
go back to their reservations. To visit some of these 
Bchools has been a duty General Fisk enjoyed, and also 
to visit several of the reservations. 

It was his happy tact and strong good sense which 
gave peace to the Creek nation in 1883. He and 
others were appointed, by the Indian authorities at 
Washington, a special commission to visit the Creeks 
and adjust, if possible, the serious difficulties which had 
long disturbed them. Himself and the Secretary of the 
Board of Indian Commissioners, General E. Whittlesey, 
were the only ones to reach Muscogee, Ind. Terr., 
for the duty assigned. They went there in August, and 
met, in several daily sessíons, the hostile Creek factions. 
So strained were the relations between these, and so 
fierce the individual hatred which had grown up between 
their leaders, that división of the Creek country was 
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urgently demanded by some, and the overthrow of the 
well-organized Creek govemment appeared likely to 
many. But General Fisk plainly told them that the 
Creek govemment must stand and the Creek lands re- 
main undividéd ; and then he brought both sides 
together, heard their respective statements, advised a 
committee to harmonize differences, and, with that good 
nature and good sense which even savages could not re- 
sist, he brought them soon to terms. 

Their concnrrent agreement was read in triplicate, 
finally, at the Methodist Church in Muscogee, before tho 
reunited Creeks. It was then signed by the leading men 
of each faction, and some " talks " foUowed which were 
full of General Fisk's own spirit of kindly Christian 
good-wilL These remarks, among others, were made 
by Chief Chocóte, head of the nation : 

'' It will be vreU for aU the Creek people i£ they will hereafter 
endeavor, on aU oocasions, under all circnnistances, to have their 
affections placed npon each other's good. That alone wiU bring 
happiness and prosperity. 

'* These good men, these commissioners sent to help as, have not 
only used their own jndgment ; more than that, they look np to the 
Giver of aU things ; they invoke His blessing npon yon, npon aU of 
ns, in bríngíng about this great good, so that we should hereafter 
remember this meeting. We shonld never forget the lesson leamed 
here, but remember what we have done on this occasion in bringing 
about the peace desired. We have once more made a great agree- 
ment. We have agreed to be united. We have nnited. Now let ns 
be nnited in all the future. 

** My fríends, we should advise all our people at home to look weU 
to their farms and herds of cattle, to be industrious, to be good 
f armers, and attend well to their business ; then alone can they ezpeot 
happiness and prosperity. Above all, advise all the people to look 
well to the welfare of your children ; send them to school ; keep 
them there ; use your best efforts to have them educated ; and when 
we have passed away they will take our places and care for the 
necessities of our people.*' 
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Af ter Isparhechee, leader of the revolt against Oliecote, 
had, at General Fisk's reqaest, said '' Amen " to all 
Checote's words, the general dismissed them with this 
admirable advice : 

*' Peace is so mnch better than war. I had rather see regiments of 
oom growing in the ñelds than to see regiments of men ready for a 
fight ; and instead of columns of men standing in Une of battle with 
nplifted gans and painted faces, I shoold prefer to see the com. 
stalks lif t their spears to the san and shake their tassels in the winds 
tiíat play over the plains of the Mnscogees. We hope to hear that 
yon are all in your homes with restored industries and doing that 
that will bring prosperity to yonr nation. Let ns forget the things 
of the past, and look forward with hope. Let ns not talk so mnch 
abont how loyal a man was to the United States Government twenty 
years ago, but how loyal each man* can be to the Greek Grovemment 
— to his own nation. Let the schoolhouses be erected and the 
children placed therein, and it will bring yon greater joy, greater 
prosperity than if yon were in camps concocting schemes against 
each other. And now, in bidding yon good-by, I can expretís for yon 
no better wish than that, after serving as the best citizens in this 
conntry, yon may all have citizenship in that better conntry which is 
anheavenly one." 

The Eev. T. W. Perryman led in a closing prayer, 
the doxology was sung, and Chief Checote pronounced 
the benediction ; after which there wafi an informal but 
almost general interchange of friendly greeting between 
the late opponents, and the assembly broke up in uni- 
versal rejoicing and mutual congratulation. Peace had 
indeed come to the Creeks. 
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SOME TROUBLED DAY8. 



DüRiNG the years 1878, 1879, and 1880, much grief and 
trouble carne to General Fisk. His mother died in the 
spring of 1878. In 1874 he had boilt a hoiise for his 
brother Horace two railes northeast of Clinton, Mich., 
and on a farm neighbor to that owned by Eider Powell, 
their stepfather, who died about that time. Once more 
a widow, and at an advanced age, Mrs. Powell's one de- 
sire was to spend her remaining days with thoee nearest 
her heart. In the new home of his brother, Horace A., 
Clinton B. fitted up a suite of rooms for their mother 
with every comfort, and lacking naught to make glad 
and peaceful her Indian summer of life. 

And there she '' fell on sleep." She sat knitting one 
day, and was suddenly paralyzed. She could barely 
speak, but she recognized her sons. When Clinton 
came she was rejoiced, and willing then to go. He sat 
down beside her, and she signalled him to sing. Her 
favorito hymns were '^ Rock of Ages" and " Jesús, 
Lover of My Soul. " He sang them both through, his 
voice trembling with the sorrow of her speedy loss. 
Then he prayed that her end might be gentleness and 
peace. And almost while he prayed the flattering spirit 
fled ; the mother to whom, under God, he owed all, had 
grown immortal. 

Her funeral services were held at the Congregational 
Church in Clinton, that being the largest audience room 
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in the village, near the little home where she and the boy 
Clinton had seen bucL early struggles together. From 
miles around the people assembled there to pay theír 
last and loving tribute to one whom all respected, whose 
long life of more than f ourscore years had been help- 
ful, hopeful, and faithfuUy devout. Her truest monu- 
ment she lef t in their tender memory, and in the Chris- 
tian manliness of her surviving sons. 

The two years following were prolific of speculation. 
The capitalists of New York grew wild with mining 
fever, and formed companies for Western operations 
with a reckless unconcem of consequences that now can- 
not be understood. Wíthin a few months over forty 
million dollars of New York capital found investment in 
the West. Many companies were often organized in a 
day. Mining stocks becarae the craze. The best and 
most prudent business men of the metrópolis caught at 
them eagerly, and clung to thera as profitable beyond 
perad venturo. Some of the raines were ^^wildcat," 
doubtless ; many were " salted ;" a few existed on paper 
alone ; and the most, it is probable, lacked only money, 
experíence, and fair mining equipment to be made pay- 
ing properties. In the aggregate they were one huge 
rat-hole, into which money was poured like water and 
never pumped out. 

With others, gentlemen of the highest commercial 
honor and Christian integrity. General Fisk engaged in 
mining venturos, and lost. They had actual raines, in 
Arizona and elsewhere, and should have coined wealth 
from them, according to all mining theories ; but those 
theories oftener fail than win. The veins cost unduly 
to develop ; or water is remote and must be had at any 
outlay ; or machinery eats up all the output ; or the 
Buperintendent proves inexperienced, if not a thief — 
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something can be cited to show why fair prospecta do 
not materialize. It is the law of mining enterprises, 
and can be relied upon. General Fisk learned all about 
it in due time, but the schooling carne dear. However, 
he did not sorely complain. He was not bankrupt, even 
by the loss of a large fortune. He had a home yet in 
St. Louis, and a more alluring one, recently acquired, 
down in New Jersey, and a competence besides. His 
health had been restored, and he could make another for- 
tune if need be. 

One effort to that end, however, only occasioned 
f urther loss, and yet f urther and more aggravating litiga- 
tioñ. It was connected, in some degree, with the min- 
ing matters referred to. As concise an account of it, 
probably, as could be given, appeared in the Seábright 
(N. J.) Sentinelj a Republican paper, in the summer of 
1886, when General Fisk was making his campaign as 
Prohibition candidato for Govemor of New Jersey. It 
ran thus : 

" Every newspaper in the State has heretofore pnblished full 
details of the inoeption and growth of the conspiracy to blackmail 
General Fisk, and of his triumphs over the villains who made the 
attack. The press without exception oommended the general* s 
conrse, and congratalated him on his yictory. From the reports of 
the cases, on file in every newspaper office, may be learned that in 
1879 General Fisk aided two yoang men to go into the business of 
banking and brokerage in the city of New York. The general for- 
nished aU of the capital. Neither of the yonng men had a dollar in 
money. One held a seat in the New Tork Stock Exohange, bat 
encumbered by an indebtedness that the general fornished fnnds to 
liquídate. The fírm began business under the ñame of Clinton B. 
Fisk & Co. 

** In 1880 the general discovered irregularities on the part of his 
partners that led him to give notice that the ñrm must be dissolved 
at the cióse of the year. The young men could not bear prosperity. 
The saloon had obtained mastery over one, and was rapidly destroy- 
ing the other. By means of fíctitions and fraudulent entries on the 
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books of the fírm, they made it appear that General Fisk was in- 
debted to them, and bronght suit for recovery o£ a falsely olaimed 
balance. Daring the progresa o£ the snit an expert acconntant dis- 
covered and revealed their rascally methods. They then interested 
an associate conspirator, a former cnstomer o£ the honse, by repre- 
senting that he had been frandolently dealt with by the fírm, and 
led him into an attack on General Fisk in the ooorts, and, as after- 
ward confessed by one o£ them, they thooght the general wonldrather 
snbmit to blackmail than have his ñame mixed up with snch litiga- 
tions. General Fisk woald not be blackmailed, but vigorously de- 
fended their saits. 

'' The Supreme Conrt o£ the State o£ New York gaye the general a 
verdict against the conspiring partners. 

** The Supreme Coart £ound that these said partners had filled the 
books o£ the fírm with fíction and- frand, £alse]y charging to General 
Fisk the snm o£ $104,985.86, and each partner falsely placing to his 
own oredit $45,160. The court foand there was dne General Fisk 
$26,062.63, and that in addition thereto the partners had carried oñ 
$3000 in bonds, the personal property of the general. The New 
York Tríbune reported the court* s decisión in detall, and in oom- 
menting upon the case said : 

** * This case has an important bearing on the suit íor damages 
against General Fisk, based on some mining transactions. In the 
suit Plaintiff made wild and reckless charges against General Fisk, 
and procured an order for his arrest in his absence. General Fisk 
hastened back to the city when he heard o£ it, and gave a clear and 
convincing explanation o£ the whole matter. Plaintiff has admitted 
that his suit was inspired by the conspirii:^ partners, who, hayii:^ a 
poor case themselves, tried to annoy General Fisk, and give him all 
the trouble possible.' 

** The press throughout the country made similar reports. After 
General Fisk obtained judgment against the wicked, ungratefnl 
partners whom he had placed in business, one of them confessed the 
entire iniquity, begged pardon and indulgence, and subsequently 
paid to General Fisk the sum due from him. The other followed his 
saloon instincts, and has paid nothiog. Their associate conspirator, 
who at their instigation had brought suit against General Fisk, fínd- 
ing himself without evidence other than the stateménts of the con- 
fessed falsifíers and fraudulent bookkeepers, made oath that he 
could not go on with the case unless, upon an examination of Gen- 
eral Fisk before trial, he might leam something that would relieye 
him from the charge of malicious prosecution. The Supreme Court 
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of the United States nnanimonsly decided in favor of General Fisk 
on that point, and sinoe that decisión no word has been heard from 
any of the oonspiríng blackmailers." 

Put forth by a political opponent when party feeling 
ran highest, and embodjdng a quotation from another 
paper also (and bitterly) opposed, the foregoing may be 
accepted as not partial to General Fisk beyond the inevi- 
table tendency of truth to make it so. He was in Detroit, 
attending to the care of a large trust estáte, when the 
order for his arrest appeared. The New York Herald 
wired him at once for his statement of the case, because 
much exciting comment had been made, and printed the 
same in full, as entire truth. He promptly retumed 
to New York. The court saw fit subsequently to 
hold him in consi/ructive contempt, for refusing to 
answer certain questions in the interest of his pros- 
ecutor, but dared and did no further go. General 
Fisk's counsel (Senator Evarts and another) forbade the 
answers sought, and reminded the court that there were 
such things as suits for malicious prosecution, and dam- 
ages for false imprisonment. It was to avoid these that 
the plaintiff, by whom the order of arrest was obtained, 
ceased his further annoying work, and that the court 
ref used to proceed so f ar as he had insisted the court 
should. 
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CHURCH AOnVITIES. 



The church activities of General Fisk, as a Cliristian 
worker, and as a leader in denominational affairs, have 
been constant ever since the war's intemiption of them, 
and constantly growing. No single layman beside, it is 
probable, has ever served the Methodist Church in sueh 
diverse and responsible positions, and for so long a time, 
as has he. His wider oflScial relation to that great body 
began in 1876, when he was made one of its Book Com- 
mittee. 

The now great business headqnarters of Methodism in 
this country, known as the Book Concern, began in New 
York in 1789, npon a capital of six hundred doUars, bor- 
rowed money. It has grown to marvellous extent and 
power, andón July Ist, 1887, its total assetswere $1,653,- 
197.66. The Book Committee has care of this vast 
material interest, and is made up of one member f rom 
each of the thirteen denominational districts, with three 
in Cincinnati and three also in New York. This impor- 
tant committee is divided into an Eastern Section and a 
Western Section, with locations respectively at New 
York and Cincinnati ; and the Eastern Section is charged 
with supervisión of the New York publishing house, and 
aJl properties there. A burdensome responsibility thus 
rests upon it, borne more especially by the Local Com- 
mittee of Three, of whom General Fisk has long been 
one. 
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With Mr. John B. Cornell and Mr. Wm. Hoyt, who 
succeeded Mr. Taft, General Fisk has given nnremittíng 
attention to the Concernes business management, and to 
him Í8 due much of its magnificent growth. It testifies of 
rare unselfishness when such men spend so freely of time 
and thonght to push f orward an enterprise that yields them 
no dividends, and yet causes great care. 

Mr. Cornell, who died at Lakewood, N. J., Octo- 
ber 26th, 1887, was the general's closest church friend 
and business advíser, and labored with him in loving 
unity of effort many years. Mr. Cornell, too, had 
come up from a poor boyhood to large wealth, and 
their sympathies were at one upon many Unes. " An 
apprentice at forge and anvil," as General Fisk said of 
him in a committee report after his death, Mr. Cornell 
had become the largest manufacturer in his line of busi- 
ness in the world ; and yet he could and did serve the 
church of his heart with faithful devotion. But he 
leaned much on General Fisk. And together, and with 
their colleague, they applied careful business methods to 
the Book Concern ; they placed it on the firm f oundations 
of business success. 

That success is now being crowned by the erection of 
a new building on Fifth Avenue, conceming which 
General Fisk lately reported as f oUows : 

** We trust the entire strnoture will be ready for ocoupancy in the 
year 1889, that we may by its dedication celébrate the centennial of 
the inauguration of the Methodist Book Goncem in 1789. It is a 
canse for devont thanksgiying to God that he has made the Method- 
ist Episcopal Chnrch instrumental through its matchless publishing 
interests in oirculating a puré and wholesome literature throughout 
the world, thereby supplementing the preached Word in its mission 
of spreading scriptural holiness over aU lands." 

In various honorary capacities, temporarily more dis- 
tinguished, and not arduous, General Fisk has repre- 
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sented Methodism and the broad cause of religión in 
this country and abroad. 

The Second International Sunday-Scliool Conven- 
tion was held in Atlanta, Ga., beginning April 17th, 
1878. The mayor of the city, and His Excellency 
Alfred H. Colquitt, Governor of the State, made ad- 
dresses of welcome, and General Fisk gave to their greet- 
ings fit responso for the delegations from the United 
States, after Eev. John Potts had answered for Canadá. 
It was an occasion of peculiar good-fellowship in Chris- 
tian faith, and the general grew peculiarly felicitous of 
utterance as he spoke on. After some introductory sen- 
tences, he said : 

<*The well-chosen words of my Canadian brother have expressed 
80 well all that can be nttered by "way of grateful responso, I am 
inolined to adopt tbem as my own in behalf of the United States. 
Yet he will admit that this grand conntry of oors speaks so well for 
itself that there is need of bnt few words from any one in her behalf. 
These brothers of ours astonish ns wiih their warm hearts. Bat 
then, yon know, Ganada is simply an annex to this country ! 
[Laughter.] And we must remember that as oar Annex Memorial 
Art bnilding at the Gentennial contained many of the choicest gems 
of the great Exposition, so Ganada, as the brilliantly appointed annex 
of the United States,- contains many of oar most splendid specimens 
of English-speaking people. And Dr. Fotts woold make us believe 
that their exoellent yirtues, splendid thrift and advanced civilization 
are the result of govemment by that most noble woman, the Qaeen 
of England. [Applanse.] I, too, am governed by a woman, and so 
are yon [laughter and applanse], and whatever is beantiful in onr 
homes and conntry is largely due to the queenly powers of woman, 
clothed in her majesty of virtne and Ghristian graces. And in an- 
other sense are we all thns governed. Is there on the face of the 
earth a woman who rules with more grace and dignity than she who 
presides in the Executive Mansión in Washington? [Prolonged 
applanse.] Much of the good there is in onr noble President— and 
there is a great deal in him— I doubt not is the result of alliance 
with one who was faithf ul as Sunday-school scholar, and teacher, and 
worker in whateyer promotes the Master's cause. [Gontinued 
applanse.] The Ohio delegation doubtless remember with speoial 
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pride that she hails from their great State. I have the honor, Hr. 
President, to bear to yon and to this oonyention, cordial greetings 
from the President and Mrs. Hayes. They commissioned me to bear 
them specially to yon, and I now deliver them. [Applanse long oon. 
tinned.] 

'' One of my most intímate trayelling companions en rovU írom 
New York to Atlanta — and I had a host of most pleasant aasooiates 
in the pilgrimage — ^was that tome the c^iefest of the minor prophets, 
Zechariah. He was a most wonderfol character, a rare combination, 
from which yon can constmct a júnior Isaiah, and Jeremiah, too. It 
is profítable to linger among the prophetio visions and ntterances, to 
go backward in thooght to the time and place when and where the 
' sore word of prophecy ' was f>om ; to listen to the song of the 
seer, as he dwells npon his ever-nltimate theme— the kingdom of onr 
Lord and His Christ. The radiance, the fnlness, the power of the 
whole of prophecy centre in the one grand idea—the reign of God 
over the world in the glorions coming years— 

" * The glorióos coming years, the glad milleimial years— 
Onr prophet saw them f ar npon the way, 

With timbrel and with song, 

Before the doabting throng, 
He bore the standard of the coming day/ 

** Looking across the golf of centnries, he saw the incamation, the 
snffering, and the glory of the Messiah ; he saw the deyelopments, 
the growth, the beanty and the trinmph of eyangelical trath. With 
my meditations npon the yisions there mingled many thonghts of the 
approaching meeting at Atlanta. I saw this host of workers in the 
Master*s yineyard thronging toward the Monnt of Love^as in the 
prophetio yision, flowing * together to the moontain of the Lord's 
hoase.' I said, certainly we are liying amid the fnlfilment of 
prophecies. I am sure that were I to ask my brother Parsons abont 
it, he wonld tell me the tmth abont it, and say that we were. From 
Zechariah I read these words : ' And the Word of the Lord of hosts 
carne nnto me, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts : The fast of the 
fonrth month shall be to the honse of Judah joy and gladness and 
cheerfnl feasts ; therefore, loye the tmth and peace.' And I said, 
May we not fancy, at least, that Georgia is Jadah, and Atlanta its 
Jemsalem ? Is not this blossoming, leafy month of April onr fonrth 
month ? and is not this f east one of joy and gladness to the honse of 
Jndah ? The yery breezes which bear to ns the fragrance of fíeld, 
forest, and garden, sing sweetly of joy. Eyery ntterance of welcome, 
eyery hearty * God bíess yon/ thrills onr hearts and yonrs with glad- 
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ness. And the ' oheerfnl feasts/ snrely they are to foUow, in the 
ooming hours and days of this International Sunday-school Conven- 
tion. What feasts more cheerful than those of the communion of 
saints ? They are the genuino love-feasts about which the govemor 
and myself know something, and yon are all to be made as cheerfnl 
and happy as the atmosphere of an old-fashioned Methodist loye- 
feast, and that is as happy as yon oan be here below. I expeot to see 
yon all go away from here not knowing exactly where yon belong I 
Why, I even look to see Dr. John Hall go baok to New York and shont 
* Glory to God !' in his pulpit 1 [Great langhter.] Well, it is the 
little child that is leading ns, and with his little hands he is beating 
down the partition walls of sects and creeds. As we here plan for 
the salyation of the children of the nations, why should we not shont 
and go away forgetfnl almost of the ñames that mark onr difiíerent 
church relations ? 

" Then Zeohariah said to me, in the very next verse, ' Thns saith 
the Lord of hosts, it shall yet come to pass that there shall come 
people and the inhabitants of many cities, and the inhabitants of 
one city shall go to another, saying, Let ns go speedily to pray before 
the Lord, and to seek the Lord of hosts. I will go also.' And hither 
have come the people and the inhabitants of many oities, who, I 
trust, have said one to another, * Let us go to pray before the Lord 
at Atlanta.' From how many of the fairest cities in our land have 
these inhabitants come ? From Augusta, Albany, and Atlanta ; from 
Boston, Bangor, Brooklyn, Baltimore, and Buffalo ; from Chicago, 
Cinoinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, and Charleston ; Detroit and Den- 
ver ; Indianapolis and Louisville ; Montreal, that beautiful mount 
of visión, Mobile, Memphis, Milwaukee, and Minneapolis ; New York, 
New Orleans, Nashville, and Newark ; Philadelphia, Pittsburg, Prov- 
idenoe and Portland ; Quebeo, Bichmond, and Bochester ; Savannah, 
St. Louis, San Francisco, Sacramento, and St. Paul ; Toronto and 
Toledo ; Wilmington, Wheeling, and 'Washington ; all these ' inhab- 
itants ' of many earthly cities are, we trust, with faith looking as did 
Abraham, for ' a city which hath foundations, whose maker and 
builder is God.' 

** And right after that this prophet said : * Yea, many people and 
strong nations shall come to seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem, and 
to pray before the Lord.* And here within your Jerusalem, praying 
before the Lord, are, indeed, the represen tatives of strong nations— 
the strongest of all nations in the earth ; strong, because of their 
adherence to liberty and truth [applause]— these representatives of 
the two great Protestan t peoples, here stand shoulder to shoulder for 
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the tnith as it is in Jesús. [Applanse.] England, withont a peer 
among the natíons o£ the earth, God bless her 1 * With all her fanlts/ 
we loye to hail her as the Mother Land [great applanse], and toss onr 
hats in the air at the sight o£ her banner, which ' f or a thonsand 
years has braved the battle and the breeze.' May the ünion Jack 
and the Stars and Stripes in loying embrace lead in the march o£ 
Ohristian ciyilization the wide world oyer. Heayen forbid that they 
shonld eyer be borne against each other in the smoke and flame o£ 
confliot. [Cries o£ Never ! Never !] May God*s perpetual bow of 
peace, which spans the boiling floods of Niágara, a radiant arch of 
glory resting on the shores of the two lands, symbolize our Inter- 
national harmony and peace, until the kii:^dom8 of this world shall 
be merged in that better country, that is an heayenly one. [Yea ! 

Yea!] 

" * Thicker than water in one rill, 
Throngh centuries of story, 
Oor Saxon blood has flowed, and etill 
We share wlth you the good and ill, 
The shadow and the glory.* 

" Gk)d bless our own, our natiye land, stretching froin the east by 
the sea to the sea by the west. ' God giye it the glory of Lebanon, 
and the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, and may all the inhabitants 
thereof see the glory of the Lord and the excellenoy of onr God. 
[Amen, and Amen !] Be this 

. . . " ' Onr glad refrain : 
Prom the enowfl of wild Nevada 

To the Bounding woods of Maine ; 
Where the Mifiaissippi wanders, 

Where the Alabama resta, 
Where the thnnder ehakes his turban 

Over Alleghany's crest. 

" * Where the moontains of New Bngland 

Mock Atlánticas stormy main ; 
Where Qod's palm imprints the prairie 

With the type of heayen again ; 
Where the mirrored mom is dawning, 

link to link onr lakes along, 
And Calif omia^s golden gate 

Swings open to the song/ 



" We often sing 



' * Up with our banner bright, 
Sprinkled with starry light,' 



but to-day we lift our eyes far aboye to another and a better ensign 
— ^the blessed banner of the cross — 
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*^ *■ It8 haes are all of heaven, 
Its red the Baneet^s dye, 
The whiteness of the moonlit cload, 
The blae of moming sky/ 

li Í8 red with the blood of the Cmcified One. It is striped with the 
finge» of God's love for our healing— the bríght bine of Bethlehem's 
glorions morning is npon it— with its gniding, shining star. Uzíder 
it we will follow the great Captain of our salvation to certain victory. 
[Applanse.] 

** And the bard still continaed to sing, and fínally nttered to me 
this wonderf al prediction : * Thus saith the Lord of hosts, in those 
days it shall come to pass that ten men shall take hold out of all 
languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him 
that is a Jew, saying, We will go with yon, for we have heard that 
God is with yon. ' Ten men taking hold ont of all languages of the 
nations — venturing once more to interpret— I said surely these are 
our intemational lesson oommittee [applause], the ten brethren 
named at Indianapolis, who, with their co-workers in the great 
Sunday-school cause, have, by the blessing of God, inaugurated a 
uniform lesson system which now girts the world. They have in- 
deed taken hold of many languages. The Sabbath sun sets not in 
any Ghristian nation or mission ñeld where their leaves for the heal- 
ing of the nations are not scattered. Ethiopia*s dark people have 
stretched out their hands for them. China, with her teeming mill- 
ions ; vast, gloomy, and gorgeous India, and populous Japan, and the 
islands of the sea, listened with you and me on Sabbath last, as the 
golden tezt was reannounced by the Master, ' Search the Soriptures : 
. . . they are they which testify of Me.' It was the inspiring con- 
sciousness of a great cause, wide as the world, and stretching through 
all cycles, which enabled these brethren, under God, to record this 
grand achievement. [Applause.] 

*' And then the prophet olosed his theme by saying : * We will go 
with you, for we have heard that God is with you.' * The best of all 
is, Ch>d is with US,' said Wesley, as he brushed the dew on Jordán 's 
bank, and in retrospection saw what God had wrought. And so may 
we say, from this happy beginning of our convention until the last 
benediction and good-by words shall be spoken, ' The best of all is, 
Godis with US.' " 

In 1881 the Ecumenical Oonncil was held in London, 
to which General Fisk went as a delégate. His attend- 
anee there was appropriate in singular degree, for it was 
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at hÍB headquarters in Nashville, fifteen years earlier, 
that the project of such a council was first discussed. 
His presence gave cheer and charm to the unique gather- 
ing, and his words there, as elsewhere, were glowing 
with that diffusive charity which is characteristic of all 
his public and prívate speech. 

It was in 1874 that he was made a Fraternal Delégate 
to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, whose General 
Conference assembled that year in Louisville, when for 
the first time in thirty years Northern and Southern 
Methodism exchanged fraternal tokens of recognition. 
And the initial efiEorts to secure this fratemity were set 
in motion at General Fisk's own home in St. Louis. So 
to him were due a renewal of brotherly spirit between 
sectionalities long divided in ecclesiastical Ufe, and the 
preliminary steps toward entire Church brotherhood. 

A dozen years later, he exchanged fraternal greetings 
with Southern Methodist Episcopal brethren at Rich- 
mond, where their General Conference gathered in the 
Centenary Church. It was in May, 1886. With his 
own family, and Mr. Cornell and family, he was pro- 
ceeding northward from a trip farther South, and they 
all stopped over a day or two to look in upon the great 
assemblage there. The regular fraternal delegates from 
the North were Eev. Dr. Miley, of Drew Seminary, and 
Governor J. B. Foraker, of Ohio, but Govemor Foraker 
did not report for duty. An immense audience assem- 
bled, and after Dr. Miley' s address General Fisk was 
called ont from the crowd. They knew him, those dele- 
gates from the field of his efficient reconstruction labors. 
They remembered how he had restored their churches 
to them after war's work was done. They recalled his 
eamest eflforts to bring again the sweet blessings of 
peace. They receíved him with the most tempestuous 
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appJanse, as if he had been of their own elect. Over a 
hundred oíd Confedérate soldiers and chaplains were 
among the delegates, and they welcomed the Northern 
general with a welcome he can never f orget. His im- 
promptu Bpeech warmed their enthusiaBtic good feeling 
to high fever heat, and made the evening memorable. 
Near the outset he jocosely recalled a bit of his own ex- 
perience, heretofore related, by saying : 

" I am greaÜy pleased that I have fínaUy reached Biclimond. It 
is nearly twenty-five years since I set out f or this magnifioent capital 
oity of the Oíd Dominion. It was on a bright Joly day in 1861, on 
which, with seyeral other traveUers, I left Washington for this oity. 
The Biohmond Committee on Fraternal Belations niet me £ar ont 
apon the way. Indeed, they came more than half way. With banner 
and band and the booming of artillery they gaye ns a warm recep- 
tion. Indeed, it was a hot weloome— so hot that I retired on Wash- 
ington and conntermanded my oxder to forward mail to Biohmond. 
I am more fortúnate in this later marching on Biohmond. Deolining 
captare then, I now find myself a wiUing captivo in yoar hands, 
with not the slightest wish to escape.*' 

Then he proceeded as follows to recognize their indi- 
vidual conference hospitalities : 

" Immediately apon entering the conference room yesterday a 
ananimoas Tote of the Eentacky brethren seated me with the Blae- 
Grass delegation. Dr. Haygood secared for me like honors with the 
Gtoorgians. Brother Mágrader swang wide open the doors to the 
Baltimore sittings. Brother Scraggs daimed me for St. Loáis, and 
the heartiness of a Missoari welcome made me at home with the 
friends and neighbors of the olden time. Meeting my yoang friend, 
Dr. ITFerrin, he adyised me that I was a delegate-at-large from the 
Tennessee Conference, and thas for a second time in yoar General 
Conference, Mr. President, I am the victim of ' disintegration and 
absorption. ' Candidatos for office will please take note of the nam- 
bar of Yotes I shall be entitled to cast when the elections come on, 
and haye me interyiewed accordingly.'* 

A Httle further on, he said : 
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^* Mr. President, my eyes grew dim, and my heart swelled with 
emotions o£ deep joy as yon so grapliically bronght to mind that glad 
day at Lonisville, a dózen years ago, vhen for the ñrst time in thirty 
years we simck glad hands of fraternal íellowship. It seems bnt 
yesterday that yon and yonr associate bishops gave to my co-delegates 
and myself that sincere and hearty greeting. Alas, how bnsy since 
then death has been in our respective Episcopal boards ! All of 
yours as then constituted haye * climbed the steeps of light,* except- 
ing Bishop Eeener and yonrself, and from onr board a larger nnmber 
have ceased from labor and entered into the rest eternal.. Paine and 
Morris, Eavanangh and Scott, Wightman and Ames, Simpson and 
Fierce, Marvin and Wiley, are in the shining city. 

** Their nnited petitions invoking God*s blessing npon the good 
work then begun have been answered. The seeds of fratemity took 
root and haye had a fair growth. There haye been some impatient 
friends on both sides who would, like children who play at garden- 
ing, dig np the seed occasionally, to see why they did not spront 
more promptly. And then there are those— and neither side has a 
monopoly in snch — who * go mouming all their daj^s * at the yery 
thought of fraternity. They wander abont in a yery small circle with 
downcast eyes, neyer looking npward and ontward upon the bríght 
and beaatifnl things of this world. 

" They remind me of a story told me by onr lamented Dr. Green, 
whose genial, happy soul bronght joy to eyery circle he entered. 
'When on daty at Nashyille at the dose of the war, in the work of 
reconstmction, restoration, and rebnilding, Dr. M'Ferrin was my 
chief of staff, and Dr. Oreen my sénior aide-áe-camp, in many a time 
of donbt as to the best methods of establishing peace, harmonious 
relations, indnstry, and good order in certain sections of my large 
distriot, and in which territory these honored brethren had large 
acqnaintance. On one occasion I had been written to by a man 
prominent in his neighborhood, who kindly, yet emphatically, orí ti - 
oised my administration. He was fearfnl I was not sufficiently radi. 
cal in my yiews, and cautioned me against receiying adyice from any 
one of the sort of M'Ferrin and Oreen. I assnred my well-meaning . 
adyiser that I wonld exercise great care in the discharge of my official 
dnties, bnt shonld endeayor to follow after the things that would 
make for peace. Subsequently, at an interview with Dr. Oreen, I 
inqnired of him tonching the wríting adviser, and the doctor said he 
would illostrate by telling me a story, as foUows : He said that a 
fríend of his, a tanner by trade, who groond his tan-bark in a mili 
ron by horse-power, had a f aithf ul oíd mulé that year after yéar had 
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made the oontinnal ronnd and ronnd ín ínmishing power for the 
bark-mill. The kindly-disposed owner at last thonght it a dnty to 
emancípate the aged mulé from futore active service.. He tnmed 
him out into a large royal pastare where he conld graze npon timothy 
and cloyer over the wide range o£ the extedlive field. The oíd mnle 
snrveyed the sitnation, discussed the new order o£ things with him- 
self, and tmanimonsly resolved to oontinne to abide within the nar. 
row limits of an old-time tan-bark cirde he established aronnda 
stump, and there ended his days going ronnd and round as of oíd, 
nipping away at the short grass, utterly refusing to enjoy the better 
things provided for him. 

' ' There are men, so-oalled statesmen, poUticians, and others, who 
will wander about in small circles, utterly oblivious to the mighty 
sweep of events around them. Let us lift up our eyes, and behold 
the outstretching, widening opportunities for obedience to the com- 
mand of our divine Leader to cany the Gospel of peace and reoon- 
ciliation to all mankind ; f orgetting the things that are behind, let 
US press f orward. 

"My esteemed friend and brother, J. B. Comell, who hadnever 
seen an oíd battle-field with its immense earthworks such as sur- 
rounded this fair city a score and more years ago, accompanied me 
out along some of the oíd Unes, but how little evidence of war he 
found lef t ! The snows of twenty winters and the rains of twenty 
summers had blotted out the tracks of ñre and sword. Where once 
boomed the cannon's thunderous roar we heard the tender notes of 
life and gladness ; the blue>bird was singing sweetly, and a torrent 
of melody bubbled from the overflowing throat of the mocking-bird. 
There, where strong men strove and brave hearts bled, were bud and 
blossom, spangle and bloom, and busy bee. 

** * And daily on the Blope^B green breast, 

The tribes of blossomin^ thüigs increase, 
Bnt dearer far than all the rest, 
The fair white flower whose ñame is Peace ; 

*' *. Whose gracions leaves to heal the illa 

Which eapped the nation^s Ufe are eent, 
Whoee fragrance blesses all the hills, 
Whose fruits are Plenty and Content.' 

" Shall not all of us take a lesson from forgiving nature, whose 
maternal, loving soul levéis the earthworks of war and strews them 
with the flowers of peace ?" 

Concluding, General Fisk gave this comprehensive 
benediction : 



Digitized by 



Google 



168 LIFB OP CLINTOK BOWEK FISK. 

** And now, Mr. President, may onr two Methodisms— no, onr oms 
Melhodism in two commoniona— maroh on waying the barner of ihe 
oross OYer all lands, and so adjosting onr work at home and abroad 
as (o preyent all waste of men and means, and moTing toward eaoh 
other as we move towara Gk>d, we shall oommand His blessing, and 
the world will say : * Snrely, they are one in spirit, one in pnrpose, 
one in fellowship.' God bless onr nnited ootintry 1 May peaco and 
prosperity be within all onr borders. 

** * Lord of the nnivene, shield tus and gaide os, 
TrnsttnK Thee alway throngli ehudow and son, 
Thon haat nnited ns— who ehall divide va i 
Keep ns, O keep ne, fhe many in one.' 

" * Then np wiili onr banner bright, sprinkled witli stany ligbt, 
Spread ite fair emblems f rom monntain to shore, 
While throngh the eounding sky lond rings the nation's cry : 
* Union and liberty, one evermore I ^ '* 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

CENTENNIAL 8PEECH UPON MISSION8. 

SixTEEN months bef ore . the occasion last ref erred to, 
there was a greater Methodist assemblage at Baltimore 
— in December, 1884 — the Centennial Methodist Confer- 
ence. It also abounded in fraternity of Bpirit. Dele- 
gates carne from the entire continent, and met in the 
exuberance of denominational joy. The Address on 
Missions was delivered by General Fisk, and so thor- 
oughly did it exemplify his religions ardor and his church 
zeal, that it is here reproduced in full : 

** In the great procession of OTents, in the mighty maroh of time, 
the centennial birth year of Episcopal Methodism wheels into line. 
We the people called Methodists coming from every qoarter of the 
continent here strike glad hands of f ellowship and lif t our Voioes with 
one aocord to heaven in gratef al benisons to the great Disposer of 
events as we gather aronnd the eradle in which was rocked onr infant 
chnrch. The centnry plant of Wesleyan American Methodism is 
borsting into magnificent blossom, fílling aU the land with its light 
and fragrance in this Ghristmastide of 1884. 

" Not only in this goodly city of Baltimore, rich in its possession 
of Lovely Lañe, is this glad day remembered with deront thanks- 
giving and joy, bnt in nearly every city, town, yillage, and hamlet on 
the continent, onr brethren are rejoicing with ns. In the lonely and 
remote places where the woodman swings his axe in wintry foresta, 
down where the miner rends the rocks that stand as sentinels over 
the precióos veins, ont on the boxmdless prairies, kissed by the golden 
sunset, where the herdsmen round up for the night, on the ocean 
ware, where the ships bear onr people * over the sea,' this day will 
have recognition. London will rejoice with Baltimore as it remem. 
bers the precions dnst at City Boad and retrospects the centmy — 
nnder the shadow of St. Peter's and the Yatícan— among the mizis 
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which proclaim and pxolong the majesty of ancienl Borne— on ihe 
dark continent from which the pall of barbarísm is lifting — in ihe 
land of the midnight son, amid Alpine passes — on the banks of the 
Danttbe and the Bhine— on India* s coral strand— in the empire 
whose high thick wails oould not keep ont the itinerante in the 
nation bom in a day — in the halla of the Montezumas, and along the 
great rivera of onr Sonthem continent, there are deyont and happj 
Methodísts who have part and place with ns in this jubileo of onr 
history, and who with as, believing in Christ's all-embracing empire, 
take np the song, echoing the wide world aronnd : 

*' ' Jeeufl Bhall relgn where'er the sun 
Does his snccesBÍve jonmeys mn, 
Hi8 kingdom spread from ehore to ehore, 
Till mooQS Bhall waz and wane no more.' 

It is, indeed, befitting that at the threshold of this feast of the cen- 
tnry, we devote an honr to the consideration of missions, the snpreme 
canse of the chnrch. 

'' It was a glad day for the world when American Methodism took 
its place in the system of universal evangelization as an independent 
cburch. It was in its organization essentially a missionary scheme. 
That marvellous man who stood godfather at the baptism of the 
Methodist Episcopal Ghurch was the f ounder of missions, and of and 
about Thomas Goke we might talk out this centennial year. His 
memoirs should this month be read aloud in the presence of father, 
mother, and children in every Methodist family on the continent. 
In travel and preaching he became as indefatigable as Wesley or 
Whitfíeld. The historian apUy gives him the title of the ' Foreign 
Minister ' of Methodism. He crossed the Atlantic eighteen times on 
slowly-sailing yessels, on Gospel errands. Of affluent fortune, he 
cast it all into the treasury of the Lord, for the upbuilding of the 
cause of Ghríst. At threescore and ten he died and was buried in 
the great sea on the bosom of which he was sailing to f ound a mission 
in India. The sea washing all shores is his monument. This great 
missionary, with his companions Yasey and Whatcoat, upon all of 
whose heads had rested the hand of John Wesley in oonsecration, 
had been duly equipped, set apart and dísmissed from the shores of 
England for the great embassy of organizing Methodism on an inde- 
pendent basis in America. They found Francia Asbury and his four- 
score associate Methodist preachers were all missionariés, and all 
eager for the upbuilding of a church through whose agency the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesús Ghrist should keep pace with the gro«rth 
of the young Bepublic. The last British sentry in the war o.' ^e 
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Berolation had left his post, and gone home, the Stars and Stripes tít 
American Independence floated where had waved the imperial stand- 
ard oí England. National America had taken the place of Colonial 
America. Washington was the builder of the new Bepttblio. Asbury, 
contemporaneonsly, nnder the blessing of God, laid broad and deep 
the fonndations of the Methodist Episcopal Ghnrch in the United 
States. The temptation to linger amid the attractions of those new 
days for the chnrch and nation is almost irresistible ; to reyiew the 
toils and triamphs of the fathers ; to tramp with the happy itinerant 
as he made the ' grand rottnds ' along the picket lines and vangnard 
of the march of civilization, over the monntains into the great and 
terrible wildemess where the wild beasts dispnted oocnpancy with 
the wilder tribes of savage man. Anywhere and CTerywhere the 
Methodist preaoher, in cheerful obedience to the cali of dnty, and 
the demands of the church he loTed, went shonting and singing as 
throogh forest and field he rodé the inimitable cironit : 

" * O, for a trampet voice, 
On all the worid to cali, 
To bid them all rejoice 

Id Him who died for all. 
For all my Lord was cnicified, 
For allf for all, my Savionr died.* 

Eveiy man of them, from Bishop Asbury down, was an organized mis- 
sionary society in himself, and fílled with the spirít of an intense 
evangelism. ünder men of God thus eqnipped, armed with weapons 
not shaped by mortal skill, strong-sooled, eamest men, knights of 
the trae order of Jesús leagued in solemn oovenant, American Meth- 
odism grew mightily and prevailed. 

*' The Ghristmas Gonference in Lovely Lañe Ghapel, one hondred 
years ago, sent ont the fírst missionary from America to foreign lands. 
The soul of Bishop Coke was inspired by the eamest appeal of Will- 
iam Black, who had made a long and perilons jonmey to be present 
at the conference, and there plead that the newly-established Meth- 
odist Ghnrch should send men and money to the then far-away re» 
gion of Nova Scotia. Two missionaries were solemnly set apart 
from the scanty list at Lovely Lañe to accompany William Black to 
Halifax, and the grace of God, bestowed on the members of the con- 
ference as npon the chnrches of Macedonia, so inspired the preachers 
that the * abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abonnded 
nnto the riches of their liberality, ' and the fírst missionary coUeotion 
of the Methodist Episcopal Ghnrch was taken np in Lovely Lañe. 
TwQ hnndred and fífty doUars, in the depreoiated cnrrency of 1784, 
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was the inilial offering of onr chorch f or the spread o'f ihe Gospel in 
other lands. That sum was transferred into thirty ponnds sterling 
íor use in the domimon of George the Third. Thus were inaogurated 
the Foreign Missions of the Methodist Episcopal Chnrch in the fírst 
week of its histolry, and one of its choicest spirits was spared from 
the imperatÍTe demands of the Home Work to bear Gk>spel tidings to 
the region's beyond. Freebom Garretson, the brave and brotherly 
soul, distressingly self diffident yet fnll of fiery h^eroism, and of whom 
Asbnry said, ' he will let no person escape a lecture that comes in his 
way/ and whose wise, rare gifts of grace and culture made him a fít 
leader of men— who had in the six weeks immediately preceding the 
opening of the Christmas Conference travelled twelve hnndred miles, 
traversing the forests, swimming the rivers, preaching, shouting, and 
singing on his way to summon the preachers from their circuits to 
the conference— was the ñrst voliinteer to go ont as a missionary to 
a foreign fíeld, saying then in his heart, to the Mother Land from 
whom the colonies had been wrested by the bloody arbitrament of 
war, what we now, after a century's lapse, most heartily say, as we 
contémplate the relations of amity between these two great English- 
speaking peoples, and which every interest of mankind imperatively 
demands shall continué forever. 

*' The cause of missions was not new to the saintly men who sat 
in Lovely Lañe Chapel. They had all been students of the sure word 
of prophecy. They knew it was as oíd as the hour when the Master 
led the wondering disciples out as f ar as to Bethany. They had heard 
the divine commission, as it came thundering down the roU of the 
centuries, speaking into existence the ñrst Missionary Society, in the 
words : * Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature. ' The steadfast mortals, beholding His ascensión to the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty were with us, and all who believe 
in that Ñame above every ñame, summoned as witnesses for Him in 
Jerusalem, in Ydl Judea, in Samaría, in gloomy and gorgeous India, in 
Ethiopia, with its dark nations, among the teeming millions in 
China, in populous Japan, and everywhere to the uttermost parts of 
the earth. * That oommandment of our ascended Saviour,' says 
James Montgomery, is * the Magna Gharta of salvation to all the 
fallen race of man.' It has never been restrícted or repealed, and it 
never will be until all things are f nlfilled which are wrítten in the law 
of Moses and in the prophets and in the psalms conceming Chríst. 
The hopes of the world and the everlasting destinies of the human 
family are in volved in the measure of the churQh*a obedienoe to (V 
great commission. 
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'' The prayerfnl coonsels, the sacramental solemnities, the liberal 
devisings» tbe harmony of thonght and speech, the merging and ab- 
sorption oí all distinctions in the immortal gathering 'we celébrate, 
was like to that rare and sacred íellowship of the disoiples, in the 

* Jemsaiem chamber/ who were all of one heart and one mind as 
they there belie^ed and prayed and waited the pentecostal honr with 
one accord in prayer and snpplication nntil the tongnes of fíre ap- 
peared. They believed that no chnrch conld be a snooessf ni mis- 
sionary ohnrch, that no man conld be a snccessful missionary, till 
dothed with power írom on high, and made fit to be co-workers with 
Him. They believed and tanght that the real test of Ghristian 
Chnrch and Ghristian character is the proclamation aggressively of 
the Gk>8pel to the entire world. ' The GkMspel for all mankind ' was 
early inscribed on the banners of American Methodism, and its colors 
have never been furled. We this day lift onr volees in glad acdaim 
with the Psalmist's ontbnrst of song : ' Thon hast given a banner to 
them that fear Thee, that it may be displayed becanse of the 
trath.' 

'* Let ns glance for a moment at the ontcome of missionary work 
among the constitnent Methodisms of this centennial commemora- 
tion. All Methodists on the American Continent ooght to be repre- 
sented on this glad occasion, in this great family gathering, as we sit 
down at the centennial Thanksgiving f east and talk over ' oíd times. * 
Here we are not a divided host —as for me I am simply a Methodist, 
and I greet yon as Methodists, pnre and simple, with no qnalifying 
adjective thereto belonging or in any wise appertaining— ifeí^odism 
wUhout a handle. Let every partition wall be here broken down, each 
rejoicing in the progress of the other, and shonting over victories 
won for the Master nnder onr common banner— forgetf al of mlnor 
differences in the one grand brotherhood of faith in Ohrist. We give 
heed to the apostle as he implores ns as he did those of Corínth. 

* Now, I beseech yon brethren by the ñame of onr Lord Jesns Ohrist, 
that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no división among 
yon, bnt that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and 
in the same jndgment, ' and no dlscordant note distnrb the harmony 
of sonl and song as we lift onr gratefnl volees and sing, 

" ' Blcst be the lie that hiuúa 
Our hearts in Chrietian love. ' 

** When onr organized Methodism entered npon its new and mag- 
nifícent destiny at the adjonmment of the Ghristmas Goníerence, it 
stepped over the threshold oí its fírst centnry with a membership oí 
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abont 15,000, and an itinerant ministry nnmbering 84. As the silent 
íootfalls oí that centnry are passÍDg ont into etemity, the roll of onr 
livingmembership records more than 4,000,000, oor itinerant ministry 
27,500 and local preachers 36,500. We have no figures to expresa 
* The army of the ransomed saints * who have gone thronging np the 
steps oí light from Methodist homes as the hnndred years have rolled 
away, and are with that moltitnde that no man can number. They 
are to-night among the great doad of witnesses. A very large per- 
oentage of those results has been attained through the domestic 
missions of the Methodists. 

*' The total snms of money gathered into onr missionary treasnries 
for home and foreign work aggregate about $30,000,000. This sum 
has been disborsed in nearly eqnal proportions in these two depart 
ments of Ghristian endeavor. Methodism on this continent has snc 
cessfnl missions the wide world around. Its missionaríes, male ant- 
íemale, and native helpers, snpplemented by those serving on its medt- 
cal and educational stafí, rank among the first in aggressive, evan 
gelistic forcé. 

'' Its chnrches, hospitals, asylums, and schools are in every and aU 
lands on the globe. The aggregate disbnrsements on account of 
missions, nnder Methodist management, in the year 1884, will be 
abont $1,500,000. 

*' While with profonnd gratitnde we study these statistios of Meth- 
odist Missions, and the ñrst impulse is to say, ' Well done,' on a re- 
view of the exhibit, and a glance outward npon the great world, with 
its imperative demands, and inward upon the vast resonrces of the 
church withheld from Him whose right it is to possess them, we are 
led to ask, How do they appear as tests of Ghristian character ? As. 
illnstrating the measore of our love for God and oor f ellow-men ? As 
exhibits of the church's loyalty to Christ? As we step over the 
threshold of the new centnry let ns ask ourselves if we are quite 
ready to have this exhibit abide as our permanent record ? Shall we 
not rather say, This is but a beginning ? In the ordering of Frovi- 
dence and of grace, upon this meeting-place of the ages, as upon no 
other era since John fell asleep under the purple skies of Ephesus, 
is placed the sublime duty of the world' s evangelization. The per- 
manent kingdom of our Lord Jesús Christ is waiting to be brought 
in. It waits the completeness of the church's consecration. Ck>n- 
secrated men and consecrated money, humanly speaking, are all that 
is needed to give the Gospel to all mankind in the near futuro. The 
world has opened every door to the coming oí the Ghristian mis- 
sionary { and the voice x)f Frovidence, like the trumpet of destiny. 
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Banunons ns to the great dnty of entering in and in the ñame oí the 
Master set np onr banners. 

'* The oonqtiest of the world for Christ need not be a ' f ar off divine 
erent, if the great host oí Ghristian believers in this and other lands 
wonld believe with greater faith, and rally the forces that wait their 
oommand for the final march and fight and victory. Ghristian 
America' s corps in that grand army falls into Une where ' Messiah's 
hosts are marshalling.' American Methodism, with its flying troops, 
always on the skirmish line, makes hot the hand-to-hand conñiot 
with the forces of evil always in baitle array and to onr feeble sense 
a phalanz never to be broken. At the battle of Trafalgar, Lord 
Nelson divided his ñeet into two portions, himself leading one and 
the brave GoUingwood the other. Gollingwood was in the ship * Boyal 
Sovereign,' the fastest ship in the fleet, and spreading all sail, he soon 
placed himself a mile or two in advance of Nelson, bnt instead of 
waiting nntil he came np, he dashed forthwith into the fray and 
alone challenged the combinad fleets of France and Spaln. Nelson, 
watching his trusted lientenant, exolaimed to those aboat him, ' See 
that gallant fellow, how eagerly he takes his ship into action.* Gol- 
lingwood, as the smoke and ñame of battle snrronnded him, said, 
' What wonld Nelson give to be here, the fírst to break the line V 
Onr Methodism mnst eagerly take the front and lead on to riotory. 
* Forward ! ' rings along the line, and 

" * With lif ted sword and waving crest 
Oor Captain leads to conquering/ 

Not to a possible trinmph. Possible is not the word. The Father hath 
said to the Son : ' He shall have the heathen for His inheritanoe and 
the nttermost parts of the earth for His possessions.* When the de- 
sign for the ñrst orasade to recoTer the holy sepnlchre by forcé of 
arms was nnfolded, the assembled mnltitndes of many nations si- 
mnltaneously ezclaimed, * God wills it^ ' and the leader of the orasade, 
seizing upon the word, responded, Let that be the battle-cry ; let 
the army of the Lord, as it rushes npon its enemies, shont but that 
one rallying cry, * God wills it.* 

" The evangelization of the heathen is the great work devolving 
apon the Gharch of Ghrist. Eight hnndred millions of onr race are 
this hoar bowing down to idols and dishonoring the Most High by 
rites and ceremonies which are a smoke in His nostrils. Onr 
lamented Bishop Pierce, apon whose new-made grave, nnder the 
sanshine of Georgia, the earth is yet fresh, the masio of whose voice 
we had fondly hoped to hear this day speaking to as the words of 
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life, and who was weloomed on the shining shore by onr Biahop 
Simpson, the loved and honored and trosted ; these two great bishops, 
leadera of God's saoramental hosts, for whom there is the ceaseless 

longing 

" * Oh for a toach of a vanished hand, 
And the sound of a voice that Ib Btill,* 

we enthrone them in onr hearts with donble honor ; they sowed the 
seed of whioh the harvest waveth now. 

** * They tanght os how to Uve, and oh, too high 
A price for knowledge, taaght us^how to die/ 

From the gloij-illmned battlements of immortality do they look 
down and enjoy the feast of visión ? Bishop Pierce, in one of his 
masterly appeals in behalf of missions, said, with bnming eloqnenoe : 
' The question is not whether the heathen can be saved withont onr 
help, bnt whether we will be saved nnless we help the heathen to a 
knowledge of the trae God.' 

** Oh for a missionary revival, beginning from this centennial love- 
feast, that shall sweep throughont onr continental Methodism, lead- 
ing to thorongh missionary consecration that will snbsoil por ability 
to work and to give ! Oh for a divine spiritual anointing, in measure 
abnndant and overflowing, descending apon bishops and pastors and 
charches ; apon the missionaries who stand in the regions beyond, 
preaching Jesas and the resorrection — apon all who teach — apon the 
noble Ghristian women of Methodism, who labor so efficiently in the 
Gospel of the Eingdom— apon oar Sanday.schools, that they may 
give as a generation of loyal, hearty, generóos, and cheerfal givers to 
this sapreme caase. 

*' Not less than ftve millions of dollars per annam shoald be cheer- 
fally cast into the treasnry of the Lord for disbursement throogh oar 
Methodist Missionary Societies, a paltry sam for foar millions of 
Methodists, whose are the abandance of the seas, the f orces of the 
Gentiles, the flocks of Kedar, the glory of Lebanon, and the gold of 
Sheba, and in oar hands to be blent in one tribate and cast at the 
f eet of the Master. 

*' Brightly breaks the moming of the new centary. Already we 
hear 'a soand of going in the tops of the malberry trees,' and 
we mast bestir oarselves. That glad crisis in the world's history 
when its kingdom shall beoome the kingdom of oar Lord and His 
Oharch, is not far off, if the resoorces of the chorch, rich in men and 
means, in brain power, heart power, hand power, and money power, 
qaiokened by the Ufe forcé from heaven, shall be oonseorated to Ck>d. 
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" The centaiy closing has in its last decades witnessed the íorward 
moTement of man toward the complete mastery o£ the material world. 
He is hamessing the forces ol nature to the chariot in which shall 
ride the Son oí Man with the miUennial escort. How measnreless are 
the trinmphs of steam and electricity ! The fiery steed of steam, 
whose breath is ñame, whose sinews are brass and steel, whose neck 
is dothed with thander, whose ' eyes are as the eyelids of the mom- 
ing/ whose hoofs are iron— in speed ontracing the wind as he goes 
storming throngh valleys, throngh and over the moontains, leaping 
riyers, onward mshing across whole continents, whose eveiy whistle is 
a hallelnjah to Him who by the month of the prophet hath said that 
eyery valley shonld be ezalted, every mountain be bronght low, and 
the crooked places be made straight. The Tery floods dap tbeir 
hands as the leviathan steamships, withont sail or oar, 'despite 
wind, darkness, tide, or tempest, straight as the arrow in its fligbt, 
seek the other side of the world on errands of commerce and cÍTÜiza- 
tion.' That marvellons combination of mind and metal, the steam 
printing-press, with its myriad-tongned ntterances and mission of 
thoaght to the world with every rising san and at the going down 
thereof ! The electric telegraph, connecting land and sea, the great 
globe aronnd, intó a wondrous whispering gallery ! The telephone, 
which with the speed of thoaght carries the living Toice leagaes of 
miles away ! The photograph, painting pictares with light and 
' enabling all the world to see all the world ! ' The photophone, 
Tooalizing light ! The megaphone, realizing the conceit of the oíd 
Norse legend of ability to hear the grass grow ! The lightning of 
heaven, sabsidized to illamine oar cities and haal oor carriages ! 
The spectroscope, with which we are almost enabled to loóse the 
hands of Orion and bind the sweet inflaences of the Pleiades ! All 
these, born in the ceniory now closing, as so well said by good 
Br. Post, of St. Loáis, are ministrant to the advancing kingdom 
of God — ' This is the Lord's doings, and it is marvelloas in oar 
eyes. * 

** The new centary is bef ore as, with its grander work, with its nobler 
heroism and its assared conqaests. The chaste, sweet singer of 
Cambridge, whose ' Psalm of Life ' made him immortal, with pro- 
phetio sweep of visión, as the moming etemal was dawning apon him, 
discemed the coming glory, when, seizing his pen for the last time, 
he wrote his final words of inspiration : 

** * Ont of the shadows of night 
The world rolla luto light, 
It Í8 daybreak everywhere/ 
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We may not be among those who on earth shall be pemiitted to 
ahout ' HaUekijah, the Lord Gk>d Omnipotent reigneth ! ' in that 
rejoioing day when He who f or the salvatíon o£ a lost worid stooped 
to the nnatterable sacrifice of Bethlehem and Oalvary, and who will 
not íail ñor be disconraged nntil He hath set jndgment in the midst of 
the earth and the thronging isles of this world are waiting in submis- 
8Íon f or His law ; bat by the word of oor testimony, in conseorated 
Uves and gifts, and by the blood of the Lamb, we may be ntimbered 
with those who helped to overeóme the dragón, and the aocnser of 
onr brethren, and other somebodies will send np from earth that glad 
acolaim. It is for ns and onr children to work, and belieye, and 
pray, and give, nntil every coast shaU be peopled by sincere wor- 
shippers and lovers of oor Lord Jesús Ghrist ; nntil every moontain 
barrier shall be overeóme, nntil every abyss shall be spanned, for the 
nninterrupted progress of the King's highway of holiness, and the 
people of the earth shall flow together as in the prophetic visión to 
the monntain of the Lord's honse ; nntil the fires of sin are every- 
where eztingnished, and the pnre líght of holiness shall be every- 
where enkindled ; nntil every idol is abolished, nntil every father 
beoomes a high priest in his own honsehold, offering the daily sacri- 
fice of prayer and praise, and every mother shall teach her infant 
charge to lisp the ñame of Jesns ; nntil religión, pnre and nndeñled, 
shall conserve all people as virtne conserves the sonl ; nntil the 
infinite power of the Holy Spirít to renew and sanctify shall be veri- 
fied by the ezperience of every dweller on this earth. üntil the 
world shall be fnll of the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea ; nntil there shall be but one story that eveiy 
ohild shall lisp, one memory that every nation shall cherish, one 
Ñame that shall be above every ñame ! Let it be the covenant work 
of our Methodism to basten that glad day ! and may the entire 
chnroh, in all its revolving cycles of history, nnceasingly have for its 
inspiration that blessed assnrance whioh gave to onr dying fonnder 
snch consolation, when the everlasting snnrise bnrst in npon failing 
heart and ñesh— * The best of all is, God is wüh U8,*** 
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OHAPTER XXV. 

PABTY AND PEOHIBITION. 

It lias been seen that General Fisk's earlj political pre- 
dilections were all of the old-fashioned abolitionist sort. 
The first Presidential ticket he could vote f or was nom- 
inated in 1852, and he then had rather more sjmpathy 
with the Demócrata than with the Whigs. On the Bub- 
ject of slavery there seemed little reason for choíce be- 
tween them at that time. The Demócrata had nomi- 
nated Pierce and King, and were pledged to the Com- 
promiae of 1850, to the Fugitive Slave Law, and againat 
all anti-alavery agitation. The Whiga had alao indorsed 
the Compromiae and the Fugitive Slave Law, and had 
nominated Scott and Graham. The only party oppoeed 
to alavery, in poaitive terma and purpoae, waa the Free 
Soil Democratic. 

Locally, the Demócrata in Southern Michigan were 
nearer right than any others. They atood atraight up 
for temperance, and voted aolid for the '* Maine Law." 
General Fiak uaually acted with them, but often voted 
for the beat man, regardleaa of hia party nomination, 
alwaya making abolition aentimenta the final teat of a 
nominee. When he ran for Juatice of the Peace on a 
" Maine Law '' ticket, aa haa heretofore been related, 
hia opponent waa George A. Coe, who had been a Whig 
Lieutenant-Governor of Michigan. 

Li 1856 General Fiak caat hia ballet for John C. 
Frémont. In 1860 hia political aurroundinga were all 
Democratic, but of a divided faith. The Douglas 
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Democracj ánd the Breckinridge Deinocracy were con- 
tendingfor ndersliip, the latter Pro-Slavery to the core, 
the former seeking to evade all responsibility on that 
Í88ue. Many Northern people in Missouri síded with 
Douglas, and were inclined to support him and Herschel 
V. Johnson ; but, as the campaign went f orward radical 
feeh'ng deepened, and they carne into full Bepnblican 
alb'ance. Mr. Fisk was one of the earliest to come oat 
boldly for Abraham Lincohi, for whom he wrote, and 
spoke, and voted ; and from that year till 1884 he was 
known as a faithful Bepnblican adherent, bearing its 
banner with as much enthusiasm as he had felt when a 
boy bearing the Bimey flag. 

It was no light matter for General Fisk to leave the 
Bepnblican ranks, or to think of leaving them. Bepnb- 
licanism had meant for him, as for the country at large, 
liberty and unión, national perpetuity, and the progress 
of civilization. The living chiefs of the Bepnblican 
party were his personal friends, as had been the great 
ones gone — Lincoln, Seward, Stanton, and the rest. His 
nearest church friendships were among those who cher- 
ished Bepnblican memories, and held the success of that 
party only less dear than the upbuilding of Christ's 
kingdom in the earth. As a matter of fact, scores 
whom he honored, and who honored and trusted liim — 
bishops, and teachers, and preachers, widely influential, 
and conscientious as himself — regarded the steady dom- 
ination of Bepnblican power essential to religious growth, 
to national safety, and to the permanence of f reedom for 
those once enslaved. Grave problems of race relation 
still confronted statesmanship and must be wrought out. 
The struggle for equal rights was not yet ended. And 
who should solve the problems, and fínish the struggle 
as God might will, but the Bepnblican Party ? 
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So queríed thonsaiids of the purest patriota our coiintry 
knew, through years and months preceding the Presi- 
dential campaign of 1884. So queried General Fisk. 
But he and they were deeply concerned about one other 
and more vital question, which the Republican Party 
had not taken np in a national way, and which was 
growing to be, if, indeed, it had not already become, 
a national question. The organized liquor trafile was 
bullying Congress, shaping the national revenue policy, 
preventing a Commission of Inquiry to investígate its 
national effects, electing candidates f or highest oíBce, 
overriding State boundaries of Prohibition, compelling 
Government officials to bow to its behests ; and this 
organized liquor traffic, laeking conscience, lacking 
patriotism, loyal only to greed, caring not for Christi- 
anity, heedless of home and happiness and human weal, 
had forced the issue of its Prohibition into national 
politics, and had made the final settlement thereof pos- 
sible there alone. In the minds of many this final settle- 
ment must be entered upon, in that broad domain, with- 
Ottt further delay. 

But what a sundering it meant of oíd ties, dear even 
as the love of one's own kin ! And how men paused, 
and wondered if to f orsake the oíd party were not unwise 
—even wicked ! How partisanship bound the best and 
truest souls to association grown hateful through liquor 
compromiso and indifference to the enforcement of law 1 

The marvel, when one ponders it a little, is that men 
can come to love so much a thing so intangible and 
unresponsive as a political party. Precisely what they 
love, and upon which they bestow such unsparing devo- 
tion, no chemical or logical analysis can find out. Sans a 
creed, that is fixed and final ; sans an organic f orm, that 
takes fixed and final mould ; sans a local habitatíon, 
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where it can be found, and in which there is something 
actual and tangible to fínd ; the political partj quite 
eludes that analjsis which would reveal an object of love 
or hate, and shows at most but an adjective, around 
which men have rallied with varying motive — some to 
defend a principie they believe represented by it ; some 
to secure honors and emoluments through it ; the major 
number, if their party be of long existence, to preserve 
their inherited or acquired political prejudice, and to 
demónstrate their unswerving political fidelity. A party 
is not a church, ñor a standing army ; yet men will love 
it as they do the one, and fear it as they would the other, 
and sacrífice principie for its maintenance when there is 
nothing to maintain, crucify conscience in support of it 
when there is nothing to support, and abuse other men 
for abandoning it when there was nothing to forsake — 
nothing but the adjective. Bary all parties to-day and 
you shall miéis nothing to-morrow. No moumer could 
even find the burial-place of one, that he might weep 
over it. The world would wag right on, undisturbed, 
and with no one the wiser or the worse. Next week, or 
next year, as occasion should require, men would assem- 
ble and vote, and nomínate, and elect ; and their prin- 
cipies would find declaration and official embodiment ; 
and no tears would be shed except over some dear ad- 
jective departed, with speedy resurrection possible in 
the dictionary. 

General Fisk was not one of the first to espouse 
National Prohibition through party alliance. A few 
others had been out on the skirmish line of that reform 
several years, when he joined them with a small part of 
the main fighting corps. But all along his sympathies 
had been with them, and for a considerable time pre- 
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viouB tó 1884, he felt like singing, as often the '^ Fisk 
Jubilees " had sang in his hearing — 

'* I am tronbled in my mind." 

O ver and over, before vast audiences, in the'church and 
on secular platforms, he had spoken for temperance ; 
and his heart said '' Amen " to every effort for thesaving 
of society from drink and its universal curse. He be- 
lieved in Prohibition, though he would welcome any ap- 
plication of law which, while it should not traverso right 
principies, might promise curtailment of the growing 
wrong. With Rev. Dr. Cuyler, in the National Tem- 
perance Society and out of it, he stood for any progrea- 
sive measures that should throttle the power of rum, 
while confident that there could be only one logical and 
ultímate policy to make temperance reform a lasting 
success. That policy, he realized, must be political, and 
as inclusive as the curse it should seek to remove. It 
must be partisan, because to achieve political results men 
vote together for their achievement, and, banded so to 
vote, they are called by a party ñame and act in a par- 
tisan way. The partisanship must be national in scope, 
because a national polícj'^ had become neceesary to meet 
and overmatch a national curse. With others. General 
Fisk had hopes that such a policy would be adopted by 
the Bepublican Party ; and he tarried in its affilia- 
tion a good while af ter mentally accepting the logic above 
briefly set forth. In the early summer of 1884 he held 
the same party attitude held by ex-Governor John P. 
St John, of Kansas, who had trained loyally in the 
Republican ranks two years after being beaten for a 
third term as Governor of that State. Both, with 
Francés E. Willard and a host more of devoted women 
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and patriotic men, were suppliants before the Natíonal 
Bepublican Party for some policy of oppositíon to the 
saloon. General Fisk and Governor St. John were yet 
loyal to the party they had lo ved so long and welL Both 
hated to leave it, and were willing to aceept the most 
conservativo titterances of anti-liquor parpóse, rather 
than sever party bonds and step out with a few so-called 
fanatics for sepárate political action. 

The Eepublicans met in National Convention at Chi- 
cago, on Jane 22d, that memorable year, and before 
their Committee on Resolations went Miss Willard, rep- 
resenting the National Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union ; John B. Finch, representing the great order of 
Good Templars ; and others, bearing inflnential petitions 
that temperance be recognized and indorsed. Their 
prayers were denied. Miss "WiUard's pathetic plea 
broaght tears to the eyes of some who listened, bat her 
memorial, after she retired, was thrast from the table 
and spat apon. The Kepablican platform had not a 
word for the home as against the saloon. Previoas 
platforms were reaffirmed— Easter Resolation of 1872 
and all — bat no new declaration, in favor of a new and 
worthy opposition to the liqaor traffic, coald be foand 
in the new platform, to make glad the hope of those who 
had hoped so mach. 

Then Governor St. John swang oat of Repablican 
Une, and so did General Fisk. The former was nomi- 
nated for President by the Prohibitionists, at Pittsbarg, 
Jaly 23d, and the latter gave him hearty and helpf al 
sapport. General Fisk attended the Pittsbarg Conven- 
tion, and had part in St. John's nomination. His ñame 
was only less familiar to temperance ears than Governor 
St. John's, and some talk was heard of patting him apon 
the ticket for first place, bat he had not been so intensely 
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radical of ntterance as Governor St. John, he had in 
slight fashion coraraitted himself to the policy of high 
license a year or two earlier, though repentant of eveu 
the mild commitment made, and he escaped sacrífice as 
a leader at that time. His ñame was brought forward 
in convention, however, for Vice-President, and had 
warm reception ; and the speech in which he declined 
the honor rang so strong and eloqnent for prohibition 
against license, and for the party there by representa- 
tion assembled — it was so happy in temper, so nncom- 
promising of spirit, and so admirable every way — that it 
gave him instant national prestige, and was prophetic of 
his future leadership. 

The campaign which followed was a severe test of the 
stamina in both Greneral Fisk and Governor St. John. 
Persistent eflForts were made to induce the latter's retire- 
ment, and to win the support of the former for Mr. 
Blaine, his personal friend. Every line of honorable 
influence was tried with him, and he was even followed 
from city to city, on his prívate business errands, by 
men supposedly in such cióse relation as woald give 
special weight to their appeals. The boast was made, 
even, that General Fisk had already abandoned the Pro- 
hibition candidato, or would soon forsake him ; but Mr. 
J. B. Oomell heard it, and said : 

*^ I would venturo my whole iron business [and it was 
worth millions] that he will not go back to the Republi- 
can Party ; and,'' he added, ** I' ve not talked an hour 
with him about it either." 

The pressure grew heavy upon him, but at last Gen- 
eral Fisk ended it all. He had not been able to take the 
stump for St. John, and did not do it to any extent 
throughout the campaign, but he was present at a great 
mass-meeting in Kewark, where that gentleman ap- 
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peared, and there he made a Bpeech. It lef t no doabt 
of his purpose, and his fixed principie, in anybody's 
mind. It settled his party attitude beyond the perad- 
venture of Repnblican needs or the wish of Repnblican 
leaders. It cost hira the f riendship of some, genial and 
full of charity as it was ; but it saved him further an- 
noyance and importnnity. Oíd associates conceded his 
newpolitical association final, after that. 

In 1886 the Prohibitionists of New Jersey determined 
on making their cause felt in the politics of that State. 
Prohibition sentiment had been steadily increasing since 
the Presidential campaign ended, and its promoters grew 
sanguino. With active preliminary eflEort, a large con- 
vention, and a popular candidato for governor, they saw 
it possible to push their issue squarely forward in public 
recognition, and compel respect. They decided on all 
these conditions, and achieved them. One, indeed — 
that of candidato — was already settled quite to their 
hand, by common party opinión, widely expressed. The 
large conven tion carne naturally from general intercst 
and the preliminary eflForts put f orth. It was the largest 
ever held, and of overflowing enthusiasm. 

Six hundred delegates carne together in the Grand 
Opera House at Newark, May 27th, forming such a 
gathering, politically, as New Jersey never before saw. 
They chose General Fisk permanent chairman, and pro- 
ceeded to routine business, after a reception of the gen- 
eral, which lasted several minutes, and was tempestuous 
beyond anything he had ever seén, perhaps, in all his 
varied public experience. There were other wild dem- 
onstrations of popular regard for General Fisk as the 
day wore on ; and when, during some informal speeches 
by visitors, in the aftemoon, pending committee reports, 
his ñame was mentioned as that of the coming candidato, 
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enthusiasra boiled over, and spent itself in a regular riot 
of good feeling, party fervor, and superheated zeaL 

They carne to nominations next day. With intense 
desire to avoid political leadership, General Fisk had 
privately sought to tum the tide another way. It eould 
not be turned. Its currents all set toward the one man 
who had been spontaneously selected, in the minds of 
those present, for service as their chief. Other ñames 
had been mentioned, it is true, but of gentlemen who 
insisted that General Fisk should be chosen instead, and 
who would not yield to his repeated assurances that he 
mnst be excused. 

He was nominated by acclamation. This biographer 
sat near him on the stage, and saw how his frame shook 
with emotion as the test-hour struck, The platform 
had been adopted, and a whirlwind of applanse had 
groeted that. A motion to proceed with raising a cam- 
paign f and had been made. Then somebody said ; 

** We of South Jersey will be able to give with a great 
deal better grace when we know that Clinton B. Fisk is 
our candidate." 

The cheers rang out again at that. 

'^ Mr. Chairraan," said the Hon. Chauncey Shaffer, 
" I move as an amendment that we do now nominate 
General Clinton B. Fisk for Govemor of New Jersey." 

Never before was an amendment seconded and carried 
in such fashion. Delegates rose and swung their hats, 
their handkerchiefs, their umbrellas ; they stood upon 
the chairs, and waved banners, and shouted ; they sub- 
sided only to break out afresh more riotously; and the 
seene lasted several minutes. The acdaim of that nom- 
ination was wonderful, and never to be forgotten by 
those who heard it. 

When General Fisk rose to speak they would not let 
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him» and again and again swelled tbe tremendous volume 
of applause as lie soaght to sectire silence and their atten- 
tion. At length, when the storra had f airly spent itself , 
in the calm, masterfal manner so habitual with him 
before an aadience, though hÍ8 whole form trembled 
with the feeling repressed, he said : 

** OenÜemm <f ihe ConverUion : 

'* I once was yery near the track of a cyclone in ihe West, bnt for- 
tnnately not near enongh for it to haye any effect npon me. Thia 
time I am in the yery cnrrent, and fínd myself swept in. Of coorse 
I did not antioipate ontil yesterday any snch possibility as this re- 
snlt. Many of yon haye my letters in yonr pockets containing the 
expressions of my nnalterable decisión neyer to be a candidato for 
pnblic office. When I was a boy I ran for a little place on a temper- 
ance ticket in Michigan and was defeated. I haye neyer tried my 
ranning powers since. 

'' I haye had a wonderfol time thinking abont this proffered nom- 
ination and what I onght to do, since so many of my fríends haye 
come to me and so kindly nrged me to giye the matter consideration. 
I had hoped nntil this moming that I might persuade another to be 
yonr candidate—another to whom yonr eyes haye been tnmed. None 
of yon can donbt my adhesión to this grand trinmphing Prohibition 
Party. If I haye entertained misgiyings on my own score, it has not 
been becanse of want of oonfídence in the party or of deyotion to it. 

'* I need not more than thank yon for this yery cordial and flatter- 
ing tender of yonr nomination. Only, genüemen, I did not want iL 
to oome exactly in the way that it has come. It has been painfni. 
indeed, to sít here i^d listen to what yon hayei^omp^Ued me to bear, 
But, gentlemen, I am going to serye for yon." 

At this poiut the wildest denionstrations again bnrst 
forthy and were some time continued, until a delejgate 
began to sing— 

'' Praise God from wliom all blessings ilow.** 

Snddenlj, and with swift tranaition, the enthnsiasm 
melted into song, which softened the hearts of all. At 
least one present recalled that marvellous scene at Pitte- 
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burg, in 1884, when the nomination of Govemor St. John 
had excited like approval, and when, in the very midst 
of it, a roice struck up — 

' In the beaaty of the lilies Ghrist was bom across the sea." 

And now, as then, there fell a eolemn hush upon the 
tumultuous throng, till tears filled many eyes, and such 
devout tendemess stirred every heart as differentiated 
this from the nominating convention of any other party. 
Their candidate wíis nearly broken down by the tense 
strain of feeling which these six hundred men had 
eaiised, and his voice trembled, even as did he, when he 
proceeded to say : 

" I understand that before me is mnch hard work, and I will to 
the best of my ability do it. There will be no child's play the nezt 
fíve months in New Jersey. Things are going to be hot. All sorts 
of representations and misrepresentations wiU be made aboat as, 
and we most expect that. All sorts of calnmny wiU be rained npon 
as by the ram-seUers and their parties— we can stand that. A word 
or two was said yesterday aboat the Trenton Conference. (The 
Bepablican Anti-Saloon Conference.) This moming I looked oyer 
that body*s proceedings for the fírst time, and I fonnd maoh in what 
they did and said which I can heartily approye. Hear what they say 
aboat the ram-seUer ; see if we can say anything better : 

'' * Intemperance is the conspicaoas, the colossal carse of society ; 
it is the prolifío soarce of poverty and paaperism, the breeder of and 
stimalant to crime, the waster and devonrer of indiyidaal and 
national wealth, the blight of honest indastry, the disorganizer and 
destróyer of the peace and parity of home, the antagonist of religión, 
the foe of law and order, and the enemy of good goyemment.' '* 

Here a delégate asked — 
*' What are they going to do about it ?'' 
*' Why," said the general, " they will have to come 
with US," and, as often during his speech, ringing ap- 
plause carne in as punctnation. Besuming, he said : 

*' When I read oyer the list of those who attended that conference, I 
loand some most exceUent ñames. There are men in that movement 
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who mean bnsiness->men who will haye to change position soon. 
There are men whose hearts will bleed ^s mine has bled when after 
twenty years of faithfnlness I had to leave the oíd party behind me 
— the oíd party that had been behind me in quite another sense in 
the smoke o£ the conflict. It will not be easy for them to change. 
Bnt ií it is poBsible let ns smooth the way, and prepare a new home 
for them withont making their poor hearts bleed too mnch. Let me 
tell yon it took conrage for those sixty, seyenty, or eighty to do what 
they did. 

'' This canse is as snre as that the stars shine. Tmth always con- 
quere, always swells on, as resistless as the tides of yonder sea. 'Tis 
weary watching, bnt remember : 

*' ' Where the vangaard resta to-day, 
The rear ehall tent to-morrow.* 

Let US keep going forward with onr fírat great party. Now, after 
what has been said, I need not detain yon with a formal speech. I 
give yon again my thanks for this nomination, and my promise to try 
to make the most of it for yon and for the canse.** 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHAPTER XXYT. 



HI8 NEW JERSEY CAMPAIGN. 



That New Jersey campaign of 1886 was the most 
notable yet carried on for Prohibition in any State. 
*^ Things are going to be hot," General Fisk bad said, 
in bis address of acceptance ; and he made them so. 
He bore the banner of his young and aggressive party 
from one end of Jersey to the other, and always with a 
smile on his face, and words of kindly good-nature on 
his tongue. No asperities of speech could be charged to 
him. He was genial as a June day throughout the 
whole five months, during which he made one hundred 
and twenty-five speaking engagements and fiUed them 
all, travelling five thonsand miles to do it. Nothing 
moved him from a serenity which impressed every one 
he met. There seemed always abont him an atmosphere 
pnrer and sweeter than that in which political candidatos 
usnally walk ; he breathed forth a spirit of lofty patriot- 
ism that was nplifting and ennobling. 

Yet the chicanery of oíd party methods tried to hedge 
him in. His nomination had changed the whole political 
aspect of New Jersey for some men. The most popular 
Bepublican that State held was planning to be its next 
govemor, and had hopes of success till General Fisk took 
the field. Then he knew, and his friends, that no 
chance remained for him, unless the general would re- 
tire ; and plans to secure his retirement were contem- 
plated, if not laid. One of these involved the election, 
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by the Legislature, of General Fisk as United States 
Senator ; and for some days the press teemed with talk 
about it. A f avorite popular scheme was the reverse of 
this, and meant the indorsement of General Fisk for 
Govemor, by the Republicans, and his snpport and elec- 
tion by them, in return for which the Prohibí tionists 
were to make no legislative nominations, and so insure a 
Republican Legislature that should return a Republican 
Senator to Washington. 

On these two opposing plans rested the hopes of cer- 
tain opposing Republican factions ; while the fears of 
both were excited lest Prohibitionists should develop 
sufficient strength, in some counties, to eleet legislative 
candidatos there, who should in turn make a deadloek 
possible in the Legislature, and give the senatorshíp to 
General Fisk anyhow. 

The opportunity was ripe for some well-managed polit- 
ical " deals/' and in a State, too, where *' deals " ha ve 
been common, if common report be true. But General 
Fisk scorned them all. 

" We are not political Swiss Guards,'' he said ; " we 
are fighting to do away with the alcoholic liquor traffic, 
and propose to elect men to represent our principies. 
We have no * deals ' to make." 

He made none. He could have been elected govemor 
by a turn of his hand, but he stood true to the white 
banner of Prohibition and would carry it unsoiled till 
November came. Meanwhile, all around him were 
uncertainty and ferment. 

*' The only thing certain at present about the New 
Jersey campaign,' ' said a repórter for the Chicago Newsy 
under date of July 12th, '' is that Fisk is making a brill- 
iant canvass, and that he has the church f orces largely 
athisback." 
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Yet another certainty did obtain. General Fisk him- 
self stated it to a repórter f or one of the Newark papers : 

" The f rienda of teniperance saw that if their ideas 
were to be made dominant they must f orm a new party, 
with lines as distinct as either of the oíd. This idea was 
never thoroughly grasped until the State Convention 
was held in Newark this year. When we agreed there 
never to allow our candidates to enter the caucuses of the 
oíd parties, a true political party was bom, and not till 
then. Its growth since has been like the spreading of 
wild fire in a pine foresf 

It was certain then that the Prohibitionists were not 
political traders, and that their party was on the gain, 
and gaining in the most purely independent fashion. 

" If the Eepubliean Party expects to indorse the Pro- 
hibition Party," frankly asserted General Fisk, " it will 
have to come over into onr camp body and soul." 

Which did not so much imply belief that any party 
has a soul, as that the solé parpóse of the Prohibitionists 
was to win for Prohibition, outside all entangling alli- 
ances, and with transparent candor and loyal single- 
heartedness. 

The general's campaign, as taken part in by himself , 
was composed of a well-arranged series of county niass- 
meetings, and something of their spirit and effect may 
be gathered from this description, by Colonel R. S. 
Cheves, an eloquent Southern lecturer, given in the 
New York Voice : 

** In my fífteen or twenty years of aotive politioál ezperience I 
haye never seen a mass of people so stirred in behalf of a political 
idea, go entiiusiastíc in beiíalf of a popular leader, and so determined 
to make their canse and their fayorite triumphant, as the Prohibi- 
tionists of New Jersey are now for General Fisk and the things that 
General Fisk represents. The weather is blazing hot, the farmers 
are basy with their crops, and the general interest in politics has no 
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yet beeu dnly pitched, since neither tfae Demoorats ñor Bepublicans 
are in the fígiit ; bat every one oí the generara meetings is an ovatíon. 

" Why, the f armera drive to the^ ooonty meetings by the hnndreds ; 
and the propórtion c^ those who come a distance of fiíteen, eighteen, 
and twenty miles is not inoonsiderable. They bring their families 
with them, arriving early in the moming ; and most of them remain 
until the night meeting is over. The interest that they manifest in 
the speeches is simply astonishing ;; they wül remain íonr and fíve 
hours at a stretch withont leaving their seats. 

*' General Fisk, as a candidate and as a campaigner, deserves to be 
called peerlesB. The effect of his personal magnetism in this fight 
is going to be one of the greatest factors in it. There are incidents 
at these meetings that are profonndly affecting. At Belvidere. the 
other day (and indeed at most places where I have had the good for- 
tune to be present with him) in introdncing me to the andience he 
took my hand, stood up with me before the people» and in a most 
eloqnent manner spoke of the war in which we fonght to shed eaoh 
other's blood— he on the ünion side and I on the Confedérate — and 
told how this temperance question is now wiping ont sectional hates 
and jealonsies and giving oíd enemies the bnming desire to straggle 
onselfíshly for the common good. The effect was remarkable. The 
contrast and the appeal went straight to the hearts of the lísteners. 
I haye seen whole orowds of men and women burst ont crying and 
Bobbing." 

At each of these large county meetings, where two, and 
often three, sessions were held, General Fisk had the 
assistance of other speakers of large repute, that the 
labor might not fall so severely upon him alone. Mrs. 
Mary T. Lathrap, President of the Michigan W. C. T. 
U., and known all over the nation for her rare platform 
power, spoke at several places, and has written down 
her impressions of that campaign for these pages : 

" One sure token of decay and weakness in the oíd 
political parties," Mrs* Lathrap says, ^'is the fact that 
much of their discussion has shifted from principies and 
issues to personalities and slanders. 

" Great masses of our people leave their political 
thinking to party leaders, orators, and writers, so any 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



HIS KEW JERSEY CAMPAIGIT. 185 

eampaign lifts or lowers tlie etandards of patriotism, 
loyalty, and integrity, according as the ideáis and argn- 
ments are high and worthy or the reverse. 

'* The time was when such months of discussion quick- 
ened brain and conscience, making the people worthy of 
their mighty trust ; the time is when the streams of 
political debate run thick with the slime of evil speech, 
and blaeken the ñame and record of the man soon to be 
lifted to the highest honor. 

*' The eampaign of 1884, with its coarse, low scandal, 
which crowded out all better thinking, left the country 
with patriotic enthusiasm slain and moral sense para- 
lyzed. 

" The pity of it lies in the fact that the man chosen 
by the people to a position higher than any other ruler 
ín the world, limps to place with a wound in bis man- 
hood which all the show of office cannot hide. 

" Political partios that pave the way to success by such 
methods are too corrupt for anythíng but swift burial. 
One mission of thé Prohibition Party and its leaders is 
already proven, in lifting public thought once more from 
this low level of strife for spoils, to the high realm of 
principie, thus compelling public attention along patri- 
otic channels. 

*^ A most remarkable illustration was the eampaign of 
General Fisk in New Jersey. Never was a worthier 
ñame put bef ore a commonwealth for its highest office, 
and never a nobler contest was waged in the fomm of 
open discussion. It was like the oíd days, when the 
priuces of statesmanship went out to great convocations 
of the people with a reason why for the choices soon to 
be made. 

" A series of county meetings was arranged, to be 
addressed by General Fisk and a corps of workers that 
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assisted hím. For the most part these gatherings were 
in the open air, and held through an entire day. 

" The people rallied from afar, drawn by the novelty 
and ínterest of such discussion of the most pressing pub- 
lic questíon, and listeued often by the thousands, helped 
always to puré and just conclusions, and inspired to 
better things. General Fisk was the grand magnetic 
centre. Party leaders feared and opposed him, bat be 
made them ashamed of anything save manly opposition. 
Enemíes songht to defame, but his patience and gentle- 
ness put * coals of fire on their heads.' 

*' He never uttered a word too harsh for a parlor, or 
nsed an illostration anfit for the most Bensitive ear. He 
took sharp issue with the positions of the oíd partiee, by 
which evil was legalized and the price of Ufe taken for 
revenue, yet he was ever fair to his opponents^ His 
reaaon why was not the growth and power of his own 
party, but the sorrow and desolation in the bomes of the 
people, and indignation at the wrong. 

^^ In presence of his example all other speakers felt 
harshness out of place, and the entire atmosphere of the 
campaign was high, intellectual, even spiritual. General 
Fisk's speeches were not alone reraarkable for the absence 
of what makes up the average political tirado, but for the 
presence of all that brings manhood to its best, in the in- 
terest of home and country. Story, argument, poetry, 
history, were all woven like cloth of gold into the rare 
f abric of his speech. 

^^ He was a typical American, an ideal statesman, a 
puré patriot, conducting a model campaign. 

" Onescenewill never beforgotten by those who took 
part in it. A great meeting was held in one of the 
southem counties. The grove was fitted up with seats 
made of railroad ties ; tables were set under the trees by 
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the ladies oí a village chnrch near at hand ; and traíns 
and carriages brought the people. 

" The afternoon was rare as a summer day conld be, 
bnt at evening a fóg carne up f rom the ocean, and clung 
around the world like a garment of gray gauze. Hun- 
dreds of men and boys carne from the cranberry fields, 
f or the evening meetiug, representing the common toilers 
of the State and nation. The lamps and camp-fires 
gleamed dimly through the mist, and it seemed that 
with the strange concourse of people there might be fail- 
ure to secnre kindly and attentive hearing. 

" What a gem was the address of Clinton B. Fisk that 
night ! He made no effort to catch the crowd by con- 
sideríng them at a distance from himself , and descending 
from his own high level of thought and speech, bnt 
f ound swif t access to the hearts of men by way of his 
own, while he pleaded for home and country, and the 
best for every man's child. 

** When pleading for the home against the saloon, and 
the whole people against the liquor-dealers, he often re- 
peated, with tonching pathos of voice and manner : 

<* * Through aU the long dark night of years 

The people* s cry ascended ; 
The earth was wet with blood and tears, 

Bnt her meek snfiferance ended ; 
This wrong shall not forever sway, 

The many toil in sorrow ; 
The bars of heU are strong to-day, 

Bnt Christ shall reign to-morrow.' 

** Life's slight distinctions seemed to melt away, as he 
lifted all raen in common brotherhood to the sunlit 
regions of his own princely soul. It was reversing the 
usnal political method, which drags politician and party 
down to the lowest while principie must be lef t behind. 
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" He went out to those who had lees of moral chances, 
Btruck with master hand the highest chords, lifted all 
hearts, and discovered the manhood of men. 

'* That citizen is worthy of highest honor who has 
shown in the public debates of a great campaign patri- 
otism for country, tolerance tor pohtical opponents, and 
reverence for every human right. The Repúblic waits 
for such statesmen to build its new prophetic futuro." 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

CAMPAIGN SPEECHE8 AND OALTTMNY. 

Few of General Fisk's addresses during that campaign 
found preservation in any way. They were uot " set " 
eflforts, elaborately prepared, but timely, familiar, con- 
versational, bringing his hearers at once into f ull sjm- 
pathy with himself. At Woodside Park, July 13th, 
before a grand open-air gathering, among other íhings, 
he said : 

*' A great ^nse, seoond only to that of the divine Master, brings 
the people of Essex Ooniity here to-day. A dergyman said to me 
not long ago that he believed in the jnstice and righteonsness of onr 
canse, bat that he felt hardly prepared to enter into the conflict. In 
Heaven's ñame don't come until you are fully prepared ! This 
clergyman thonght it was a moral question. I say * Amen ' to that I 
He thonght the Ghristian Ghnrch should take hold of it. Again, I say 
' Amen !' Every pnlpit in the land should thnnder against the iniqni- 
tons liqnor traffic. 

" To-day the Prohibition Party of New Jersey is pitching its tents 
within the yery picket-line of the enemy. Kewark, with her 150,000 
people, is the headqnarters of the enemy in New Jersey, and no man 
of them is in donbt what he is to do. Bnt we shaU establish onr 
headqnarters there among them within three days. Mr. Gator says 
there are fonr thonsand saloons near ns. I am glad the Goddess of 
Liberty will have her nose ont toward the sea. A Ohristian minister 
donbting f or a moment as to his dnty toward the canse of snch a 
stench, is a matter of astonishment to me. It was hard work for me 
to tnm back npon my oíd party. There are good people enongh in 
that party who are hesitating to-day as to their conrse, who, if they 
wonld come with ns, wonld smother mm with the baUot next 
November. 

** How I did plead with the politicians of that oíd party l&st spring 
to give ns Local Option. Bnt it was no nse. One of them said to 
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me» ' General, it I shotild vote for this bilí it woüld lay me in my 
political grave.* * Vote for it and die, then,* said I, * and I will write 
on yonr tombstone, *' Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord." ' 
A politician can always afford to do right. It is a short-sigbted polioy 
to hesitate, as the Gbristian people o£ New Jersey will demónstrate 
at the ballot-box this fall. 

" Young men o£ the Prohibition Party, you are beginning right. 
Toa haye made no mistake in coming out to fíght this curse, which 
is above all others in strength. Not content with thmsting its grizzly 
performance in the faces o£ decent citizens, it has the nnparalleled 
andacity to taz them, in order that it may keep np the hideons dis- 
play, and parades its procession of idiots and maniacs before ns with 
the confídent assnrance of a legalized traffic. Bespectable men, 
bound by the political ties of the oíd partios, look on in seeming in- 
difference nntil * my boy ' is touched by the plague. Then they 
awake. They do not know that every boy is * my boy.* Brave Chris- 
tian women who demand protection for * my boy,* and for their sufíer- 
ing sisters, are denounced as fanatical. The Prohibition Party alone 
is organized to destroy this curse. We are going to stamp Prohibi- 
tion on every State, and weld it into the organic law of the nation. 

" As a woman*s inspiration depicted the great wrong of slaveiy, 
till men could endure the hideous sight no longer, but swept it away, 
so in the ñght against this gigantio evil we know that the ballots cast 
for its destruction will many of them come first through woman*s 
hands. The growing sentiment of Prohibition is not fashioned in 
halls of Congress, in the stately courts or grand salons of the nation, 
but it comes f rom the homes of the humble pecóle. From the pulpit, 
too, of many a God-f earing minister it is taught. It takes courage to 
preach truth to the distillery which subscribes liberally and occupies 
a prominent pew — but it is done. 

'' With the party of Prohibition we will restore a grand and puri- 
fied Union. All other interests of our country will be well taken care 
of when Prohibition prevails. We work for party purity and for 
national honesty, for the upbuilding of a party f onnded upon the 
:temal principie of right,** 

At Hamilton Square, a quiet, hid-away hamlet in 
Mercer County, remote from railroad etir aud msh, the 
Prohibitionists gathered with their friends for a cam- 
paign Harvest Home. It was a day of liberal neighbor- 
hood good cheer^ of the puré cold-water type, and en- 
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joyed by many hundreds with uncomraon zest. Their 
welcome to General Fisk could not have been warmer 
and more enthusiastic. After gratefuUy acknowledging 
it, he said : 

** Ood's graoious hand have we seen in the waviog meadow and 
the bending grain ; our wagons have creaked nnder the acoumolated 
weight of His abondance ; our barns are borsting with fnlness. The 
maturing oom in regiments toases nodding plnmes in welcome to the 
approach of antnmn. It is befítting that we gather from fíeld and 
forest, from happy homes in smiling villages and in the oity full, 
with shont and song and praise to Him who sits in the cirole of the 
heavens, and is mindfnl of His children on the earth. All hail the 
Harvest Home at Hamilton Sqnare ! May joy and gladness fill all its 
happy hoors ! What a blessed thing it would be for all mankind if 
all the people of the world possessed the oontentment and happiness 
impressed apon the faces before me. Then, indeed, 

*' * The beanüf al and good woald rdgn, 
The smiling Edén bloom again.' 

'* Alas 1 how many homes there are that celébrate no harrest save 
that of wrath and sorrow and death. In a myriad of suoh the aroh 
fiend of mm gloats over ruin wronght by its poison, homes where 
men, transformed into beasts by the saloon, bring nanght bnt dark- 
ness and woe to sorrowing wife and wretched children. It is in 
behalf of snch homes that we this day come to plead for your sym- 
pathy, yonr prayers, and yoor activity in sectiring measnres by your 
snfírages which shall overthrow the greatest enemy of mankind— the 
liqnor traffic. There is no oitizen who thonghtf oUy stndies the mon- 
strous wrong bnt knows that the chief destmotive forcé in American 
society to day is the American flaloon. Jndges and jnries, la w officers 
and oyeibnrdened taxpayers, ministera of the Gospeland philan- 
thropists, roined homes, destroyed hopes, pleading, sorrowing women 
and soffering orphans, are all in harmony in their testimony to this 
fact. 

" How sháU this destmctive forcé be arrested ? Maoifestly by the 
combined strength of moral «nd legal forces. The Christian Ghnroh, 
so largely represented here, without distinction of creed, should bear 
aloft the puré white banner of Prohibition, for Christianity has no 
suoh other foe in its highway toward the millenninm as the saloon. 
Let no pnlpit yoice be silent or eqnivocal on this booming qnestion, 
bnt xAthar with instnujtiye entreaty and waming sonnd dear aod 
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strong and afar ! But the State mnst also marshal its forcea along- 
side all Ghrístian agencies, and with moral and political forcea oom- 
bined we will remove from the f air face of onr ciyilization that cáncer 
and blistering shame— the American saloon. Prohibition will be 
written in oor statntes and stamped on our organic laws. 

" All temporizing processes are a failnre. 

" The saloon is too enormons and atrocions to be hid, toó cydonic 
and destmctiye to be regnlated, and too insolent to be longer en- 
dored. Let ns bring all the wandering and sepárate rays of protest 
and remonstrance, repression and restriction, to a focus, and kindle 
a flame that shall bnm the citadel of wrong and wrath to ashes. Kot 
nntil then will the despoiler of innocence cease to bring sorrow to 
New Jersey homes. Not nntil then will politicians and political 
parties be delivered from the Satanic sorceries of the arch fíend. Let 
ns all, as we retire from the joys of this magniñcent Harvest Home, 
bear with ns the high resolve that this snpreme cause shall have the 
most active snpport of onr brains and hearts, nntil onr beantifnl State 
shall be a citadel of sobriety and temperance and the saloon no more 
hnrt and destroy in all our borders." 

During the great camp-meeting of the National Tem- 
perance Society, held at Ocean Grove, he spoke to an 
audience crowding the Tabernacle, and uttered these 
words : 

** Of course defeat will come to a great many of us. Calumny will 
be as plenty as the sunshine at Ocean Grove. But we wiU go on 
steadily. Hi who kans on Ood*8 arm caraiol suffer harm," 

Calumny was not quite so abundant conceming him ds 
he thus prophesied, but the campaign did not end without 
it. So open had been his daily life, so clean and un- 
soiled his entire record, that even the most bitter editorial 
partisans, wrathful as they grew over the new party's 
prpgress in public esteem and support, hesitated to assail 
him ; and his canvass was half spent before any tongue 
of slander wagged mah'cious words. Then the charge 
appeared in a Freehold paper, the Monmouth Inquirery 
that General Fisk was part owner and " reputed head " 
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of the Seabright Inn, in whicL liquors were or had been 
regularly sold under license, or in violation of law, with 
hÍ8 full knowledge and consent. It was promptly taken 
np and spread abroad with varying comment ; and the 
liquor men of New Jersey, and thousands of old-party 
lovers, manifested great joy over an aceusation which, 
if true, must sadly injure him and the party whose 
leadership he had assamed. This attack carne oiit Sep- 
tember 2d. On the 4th General Fisk addressed the fol- 
lowing f rank reply : 

*' To the Miior ofthe • Inquirer *; 

''In response to the attack made apon me by yonrselí in the 
Inquirer of September 2d, will you permit me to say in yoor oolnmns 
that I am not an ' hotel owner ;' neither am I * the repnted head of 
the Seabright Inn.' Personally, I have not a dollar's interest in the 
Seabright Improvement Company. One tenth interest in said oom- 
pany is owned by an estáte I represent ; an investment originally 
made becanse it was represented that the property was being por. 
ohased by an association of gentlemen to prevent it from falling into 
the hands of the saloonists. I do not know that liquor has been sold 
at the Seabright Inn ; bnt I have not the slightest doubt of the truth 
of the charge that it has been, with and withont license. It was 
leased to a party who, I am told, was not a Prohibitionist. I am not, 
and nerer have been an offioer of the Seabright Improvement Gom- 
pany. Had I been, no whiskey-seller or whiskey-drinker oonld have 
leased the Seabright Inn. i have steadily and persisten tly opposed, 
and nsed all my influenoe to prevent, the issne of licenses to any 
hotel or saloon in Seabright or elsewhere. A majority of the share- 
holders in the Seabright Improvement Company, ten in nnmber, 
instead of three, as stated by yourself, are not of my way of thinking 
on the license qnestion ; I wish they were. The one tenth interest 
represented by myself as guardián is f or sale, and has been for a long 
time, at a very low price. 

** I cannot but believe that the liquor traffic is just what the Anti. 
Saloon Bepublioans emphatioally declared it to be at their late oon- 
ferenoe in Trenton, to wit : ' The ooQspicuous, the colossal curse of 
sooiety ; the prolific souroe of poverty and pauperísm, the breeder 
of and stimulant to crime, the waster and devourer of individual and 
oational wealth, the blight of honest industry, the disorganizer and 
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destróyer oí the peace and pnríty oí home, the antagonist of religión, 
the foe of law and order, the enemy of good govemment/ For the 
OTerthrow of an eTÍl thns tmthfnlly characterízed I shall continué to 
do my atmost, regardless of any and all attacks yon intímate will be 
made npon me ' later in the campaign.* 

** Very respectfully yonrs, 

"Clinton B. Fibk. 
" Seabbioht, September 4th." 

The Inquirer did not drop its personal assaults here, 
but published a second statement, more virulent still, 
and asserted that, according to official records, General 
Fisk was the owner in person of fifty shares of the Sea- 
bright Improvement Company's stock, and gravely im- 
plied that there was no *^ estáte " represented by him in 
such ownership. This imputation was met as promptly 
as the original slander, and these facts were established : 
That the estáte having interest in said Improvement Com- 
pany was that of Miss Louisa V. Swayne (granddanghter 
of William Smith, the second husband of General Fisk's 
mother) ; that the investment was originally made by 
General Fisk as guardián, for the donble reason of ob- 
taining a profitable secnrity and of preventing the inn's 
control by saloon purchasers ; that it had stood in his 
ñame at the instance of the company's president, and by 
advice of the estate's attorneys ; that it w^s legally as- 
signed to the estáte, though no transfer had been made 
on the company's books ; that Probate Court records of 
Wayne County, Mich., certified to this ; that the orig- 
inal nnderstanding of shareholders was that no liquor 
should be sold on the premises ; that General Fisk called 
and presided at the largest meeting ever convened in 
Seabright, to oppose the granting of licenses to any hotel 
or saloon, and especially to that ; and that the managers 
denied all charges of liquor-selling and had not CQUducted 
a bar there at any time, openly or otherwise. 
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So conclüsive was this final showing that papera of the 
opposition published it, absolved General Fisk from 
every accnsation, and heartily indorsed him as a man 
while regretting his attitude as a Prohibition candídate. 
In his own town of Seabright there was deep mdignation 
expressed at an attack so ill-based and iinjustifiable, and 
the opposition paper there made plain condemnation of 
the petty spite and partisan malice which alone could be 
held responsible for the attack. 

There were hints of other calumnies to be set añoat, 
as the campaign should come near its cióse— calumnies 
founded upon the blackmailing scheme referred to in a 
previous chapter ; and it has been said that these were 
actually in type in the ofiSces of eminently respectable 
Eepublican newspapers of Jersey City and New York, 
to be disseminated at the most opportune hour for serv- 
ing their party ends ; but, if this be so, better wisdom 
counselled to a wiser course, and the mud-throwing ceased 
with the Inquirer^s puny attempt, of which even its 
own best friends were heartily ashamed, and which lead- 
ing Republican managers openly rebuked. 

The campaign had its pleasantries. One of these Gen- 
eral Fisk saw, in spite of the solemn setting of . it, in a 
prayer made by an aged preacher at the outset of one 
meeting. 

'^ O Lord," said the fervent veteran, lifting his hands 
toward heaven, " O Lord, Thou who didst see the 
Son of Man hanging on the cross between two thieves, 
look now in mercy upon this little State of New Jersey, 
with New York v/pon one dde cmd Phüadel^hia on the 
other^ and grant us Thy deliverance through Prohibi- 
tion." 

Biding homeward one day, in a Long Branch train 
from New York, General Fisk shared his seat with a 
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Newark brewer, and their convereatíon drifted npon 
politics. General Fink facetioosly asked the man of beer 
if he was not going to vote f or him. 

"No," said the brewer, with emphasis ; '* I had 
rather vote for the de vil." 

" Well," the general answered, serenely, " if yotir 
party don't take up the devil, perhaps I can then count 
on your vote ;'* and the crowd around had a hearty 
laugh at this brewer's expense. 

On another occasion General Fisk was homeward 
bonnd npon the Pennsylvania road at an honr when 
few passengers who knew him were aboard. A talkative 
commerdal traveller shared the same seat, and main- 
tained a rnnning fíre of question and comment as they 
rodé along. At length the political situation carne up, 
and the commercial traveller asked : 

" The Prohibition candidato for govemor lives in this 
part of the State, doesn't he ?'' 

"Yes," the general answered, " over here on the 
coast, at Seabright." 

" Do yon happen to know him ?" was the next 
query. 

" Oh, yes," carne the answer ; " I happen to know 
him quite well." 

" What kind of a man do you take him to be ?" 

"Well," said General Fisk, musingly, " I've always 
been inclined to think more highly of him than perhaps 
I should. There's a good deal about him that's not ex- 
actly as it ought to be." 

" Seems to have a pretty decent sort of reputation, 
don't he ?" said his interrogator. 

" Oh, yes,' ' the general answered, as if in doubt, " but 
reputations don't amount to much ; it's character that 
counts." 
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After more talk of this rather discriminating kind, the 
commercial traveller inqnired : 

" How is it that you know so much about the man as 
yon seem to ? Are you a neighbor of his ?" 

**Not exactly," said the general; '^ but you see his 
wife is a near friend of my family, and she has told me 
a great many things that the pablic never hears of. It 
would be a great deal better for the general if he'd 
always do as she says. " 

Just then a brakeman shouted " Little Silver I" and 
the train puUed up at that modest station, where stood a 
handsoiue tum-out waiting for some one to come — thor- 
oughbred horses, fine carriage, colored coachman, and 
a happy-faced lady sitting on the back seat. The gen- 
eral rose, bade his questioner good-day, and lef t the car. 
As he made his way briskly from it, the commercial 
traveller stepped also to the platform, and seeing the 
conductor, asked : 

*' Whose carriage is that ?" 

^' General Fisk's." 

" And who is the lady in it ?" 

^^Mrs. Fisk." 

*' Who is that man ?" more eagerly yet. 

" That is General Fisk himself," the conductor said, 
smiling a little. 

'* That is General Fisk !" echoed the commercial 
traveller. " And he's been selling me for the last 
twenty miles !" he added, with a mixture of chagrín 
and amnsement ; while General Fisk, whose quick ears 
had caught the dialogue, entered his carriage laughing, 
and merrily recounted the incident to Mrs. Fisk as they 
rodé the three miles from Little Sil ver home. 
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THE NATUEAL BE8ULT8. 



1t has been said that calumny was not so abundant 
while his canvafís went forward as General Fisk prophe- 
sied. There woald have been no dearth of it, if some 
men had but réalized their wishes and carried out their 
will. One letter niay illustrate this fact, and serve also 
to show up the scandalous methods of campaign politics, 
as conducted in these days of degenerate party character 
and unhallowed partisan zeal : 

" SoMBBTCLUs, N. J., Ootober 16, 1886. 
** Séneca K. TayiíOB, Esq. : 

'* Dbab Snt : I learn yon are President of the Lincoln Glnb of St. 
lionÍB. As yon probably know, General Clinton B. Fisk is the candi- 
date on the Prohibition ticket for Govemor of our State. I am a 
straight Bepnblican, and, if possible, desire the defeat of the third 
party. I learn some bad tbings of General Fisk, which, if tme, shonld 
be pnblished during this campaign, and should leave him at home 
and rednce his power of injnring onr candidate (B. F. Howey). I 
learn that throngh the efforts of General Fisk and others a military 
organization was raised in St. Louis ; that General Fisk was giyen 
command ; one who had assisted the general to his office, with a 
promise of the favor of the general af terward, asked to be made 
qnartermaster ; the general exacted $500 f rom him for the appoint- 
ment, which was paid, and a complaint af terward made to the anthor- 
ities against General Fisk, who was called npon to answer, when he 
ingloriously left ; also, that during the service he was a coward, 
crawled under a haystack npon one occasion, upon the appearance 
of the enemy. The person who informed me says these things are 
well known at the former home of General Fisk, which, I nnderstand, 
was your city. I wish to know if yon can give me any Information 
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on ihe sabject ; if so it will be very thankfiilly reoeived. Awaiting 
your early reply, I remain, 

*• Yonrs truly, 

" H. F, Galpin." 

The early reply wanted was prpmptly sent. It ran 
thus : 

" St. Lotus, October 18, 1886. 
*• H. F. Gauchí, Esq. : 

*' Deab Sib : Yours of ihe 16th inst. is at hand, and contenis noted. 
I heard rumors, years ago, of what is indicated in your letter, but 
personally did not ihink them trae. General Fisk stands well in 
this community. No intelligent person believes him gnilty of these 
charges. I will not be a party to circolating scandalous reports to 
defeat or elect any one.^ I differ with General Fisk as to the proper 
method of remedying the evil of intemperance, for it is an evil. 
Think it should be done throngh the Bepnblican Party. This. how- 
ever, is no reason for slandering General Fisk. I hope the Bepnbli- 
can ticket may be elected in your State, which means the defeat of 
the third party ; yet it should be done f airly, else not at all. Baking 
up threadbare scandals that the community in which they were cir- 
culated denoonced as untrue, is not meeting the issue squarely. 
" Yours respectfülly, 

" S. N. Tatlob.'' 

A copy of this reply was mailed by Mr. Taylor to Rev. 
Dr. C. P. Masden, General Fisk's oíd St. Louis pastor, 
then in New York, together with the original letter 
which called it forth. Throngh Dr. Masden the general 
soon reoeived it, and against his desire it was made pub- 
lic. Replying, some days afterward, to a letter of grate- 
fnl acknowledgment from General Fisk, Mr. Taylor 
said : 

" The gentleman whose letter yon refer to, blames me 
for allowing his to pass out of my hands, but I care not 
for his blame. Sendíngit, as I did, was in keeping with 
the golden rule. For I owed him no duty to keep it a 
secret, but owed it as a duty to repel, and to enablo yon 
to refute, the wicked slanders about to be circulated to 
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injure your reputation. I am entitled to neither praise 
ñor blame in this matter, since I simply performed 
duty/' 

** I never heard of the rumore to which reference was 
made," General Fisk said afterward ; *' my quartermaster 
was my warm pereonal friend." 

The intimation of cowardice amused him very mnch, 
and he has of ten langhed over the allegod incident of 
hiding nnder a haystack. 

It was impossible, according to political logic, that 
snch a campaign as the Prohibitionists ran that year in 
New Jereey shonld end without some startling announce- 
ment. The very nomination of General Fisk had thrown 
Bepublican leadere into confusión ; his vigorous canvass 
had stirred public sympathy all over the State ; the Pro- 
hibition cause was moving onward with cumnlative power 
day by day. In sheer desperation the Bepublican Party 
liad been compelled to declare for submission of a Pro- 
hibitory Amendment to the Constitution, and for a 
Local Option Law, in hopes that so they might win 
chance of success ; but even this did not weaken the 
efforts of General Fisk and his aggressive foUowere. 
Clergymen were everywhere coming over to him ; the 
temperance women were actively supporting him, 
through their various organizations ; representativo citi- 
zens, like Dr. McCosh, President of Princeton College, 
were foreaking oíd party Unes and rallying under the 
new party's flag ; and Eepublican defeat was inevitable 
unless a chango couJd be secured in the drift of things, 

This, too, when General Fisk had deprecated any 
special attack upon that party of his former love, and 
had himself epoken cí it, and of its leadere, in terms of 
kind reg^rd. 

*'We ínake no Arar," he said to one interviewer, 
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" upon any party, or any persona connected with either 
party. We^xalt Prohibitíon, and raass all our foroe 
against the liqnor traffic. ^ Down with the saloon P 
is our battle-cry. 

** I am not in sympathy," he further declared, " with 
the ntterances of some of our friends who indulge in 
bitter denunciation of other parties and party leaders, 
but yon must remember that the provocation to do so is 
very great. We are bitterly denounced on many plat- 
forms, and in the eolumns of many newspapers, and it is 
no wonder that payment in kind is often inade. If 
others have anything to say in advocacy of the saloon, 
by far the most destructivo forcé in American society, 
and the controlling forcé in our politics, let them rise 
and say it, and not waste time and talent in denuncia- 
tion of a party pledged to the overthrow of the saloon, 
and the promotion of whatever in politics shall advance 
the cause of party purity, national honesty, the proteo- 
tion of our industries, the proper adjustment of labor and 
capital, and the upbuilding of our people in all things 
that will make them better and happier. These are the 
fundamental doctrines of Prohibition, and in all charity 
we will give them vigorous advocacy until every home 
in this land is made to rejoice in tbe downfall of every 
dram-shop." 

All the same it was a recognized and admitted fact 
that to advócate these doctrines, even in this way, 
meant for both of the oíd parties decrease, and for 
one of them defeat. That one Eepublicans believed was 
their own. 

On October 20th there appeared in the Maü wnd 
MopresSy oí New York, a telegraphic despatch from 
Trenton, announcing the rumored early withdrawal of 
General Fisk in favor of Mr. Howey, the Bepublican 
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candidato for governor, and adding that anti-Sewell 
Bepablicans were pledged, in return for this action oí 
General Físk, to vote for him for United States Senator 
at the next legislatíve session. This despatch made some 
local stir, but failed whoUy of its pnrpose. Other metro- 
politan papers contradicted it, the same day and the 
next ; the Daüy Voice nailed it as a campaign canard 
within one hoar after it saw print. It did not send the 
converted Democrats back from Prohibition to their oíd 
faithy as was expected ; it did not stampede the growing 
Prohibition ranks. 

^^ I will be a candidato nntil the polis cióse on election 
day," said General Fisk ; and all who knew him knew 
he would. 

His final speech of the campaign was made October 
29th, at Bordentown. For weeks he had traversed New 
Jersey, and been met with enthusiastic welcome by men 
of all partios and creeds, who delighted- thos to honor 
him as a man thongh they might not all support him as 
a candidato. He had grown familiar with great crowds 
gathered to seo and hoar him. But his last reception 
showed no falling off in pnblic interest, no lapso in 
the enthnsiasm of Prohibition workers, thongh stormy 
weather accompanied. As he stepped from the Phila- 
delphia train, at 6.30 p.m., he was greeted by Winkler's 
fnll Seventh Begiment band, the nniformed cadets from 
the Bordentown Military Academy, the city Prohibition 
Club, and hundreds of citizens, who joined in saluting 
him with music, and fireworks, and ringing cheers. 

At eight o'clock the opera-house was densely thronged, 
and on its platf orm were the leading men of Bordentown 
— Professor Longen, President of the Military Academy ; 
Professor McFarland, Principal of Public Schools, and 
others of like local eminence. The applause as General 
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Fiflk entered was tremendous, and he receivéd an ovation 
when he carne forward to speak. Despite hís long can- 
vass, and the steady strain upon him, he showed little 
wear, and his rich, mellow voice was well preserved. 
Amoug other things, he said : 

'* Five months ago, at that most remarkable political oonYention 
ever held in New Jersey, the Prohibitionists of our commonwealth 
began their campaign for 1886. The ntterances of our conyention 
OH all great qaesiions of goyemmental policy, State and natioiuü, 
were clear and forcible. We acknowledged Almighty Qod as the 
rightful Sovereign of all men ; that from Him the great powers of 
goyemment are derired, and that to His laws all human enactments 
shonld oonform as an absolate condition of peace, prosperity, and 
happiness. We declared that the liquor traffic, sanctioned and pro- 
tected by law, was the gigantio crime of crimes, the chief sonroe of 
Borrow, the arch enemy of labor, the foe of indnstry, the destróyer 
of prívate and pablic yirtue, the great fonntain of political cormp- 
tion, the parent of sedition, anarohy, vice, and social and industrial 
disorder. We declared that the suppression of the liquor trafile has 
become the supreme political as well as moral issue of these times. 
We reafiirmed our allegiance to the National Prohibition Party. We 
declared ourselves for both State and national Prohibition of the 
importation, manufacture, and sale of all alooholic bcTerages, and for 
the enforcement thereof by appropriate legislation, administered by 
oflicials thoroughly in sympathy with the same. We expressed our 
hearty sympathy with every proper effort of the wage-eamer to im- 
prove his moral, social, and fínancial condition, yet declared that 
total abstinence for the individual and the prohibition of the liquor 
traffic by the State lie at the threshold of labor reform. 

" We demanded the enactment of laws requiring that our children 
be instructed in the public schools on. the evils wrought on the sys- 
tem by stimulants and narcotics. We pledged ourselves that by pre- 
oept and example we would do our utmost to preserve the sanctity 
of the Sabbath. That convention, with one heart and voice, called 
upon every good man and woman in New Jersey to rise up and go 
forth to battle against the unparalleled crime of Ghristendom, the 
fruitful mother of evils multiplied and monstrous. Five months 
have been given to educational f orces. Our large mass-meetings held 
in every oounty, the smaller meetings in nearly every hamlet of the 
State, the voice of the press, and the dissemination of literatore have 
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aronsed thonsancU of onr oitizens, and ÉtarÜed them into oompre- 
hension of the increasing enormities of the liqnor traffic. The best 
men of both the oíd parties are flocking io our standard all over the 
State. 

*' We are in the dosing honra of the campaign. At Bordentown is 
my last engagement to speak f or onr canse. Onr f orces are in battle 
array for the conflict on Tnesday nezt. We will on that day by onr 
▼otes declare for sobriety and temperanoe, social order, yirtne, peace, 
prosperíty, and happiness for home and conntry, or the weight of onr 
inflnence as citizens will be thrown for the perpetnation of the 
American saloon with all its barbarism and crime. Shall we for a 
moment hesitate to stand for tmth and righteonsness ? Falter not, 
bnt rally as one man to the polis on Tnesday moming. See that onr 
every vote is cast and connted. 

** Onrgreat chieftain, General Grant, with lifted sword and wavlng 
crest, rodé along the lines at Gold Harbor and gaye the command : 
' Bally on the centre ! Forward, and open fíre with every gnn ! ' 
The ünion forces, in obedience to that command, moved like an 
avalanche npon the enemy, carrying destmction, defeat, total ront 
and death into the ranks of the rebel f orces, and viotory rang throngh 
the air. The centre npon whioh we are to rally and rely is the ballot- 
l>oz. The occasion for pablio address will for the time have ended, bnt 
every man and woman pledged to onr good canse can secnre an andi- 
ence of one voter, and by invitation, persuasión, and entreaty secnre 
that one mo^re ballet for the redemption of our land from the domi- 
nation of the grog-shop. Let onr increased vote in New Jersey be an 
inspiration to onr friends thronghout the land. God speed the day 
of victory !** 

The " increased vote " was ^' an inspiration ' ' to Pro- 
hibitionists the country over. It showed the largest pro- 
portion of party Prohibition ballots cast up to that time 
in any State — nearlj nine per cent. In 1883 the Pro- 
hibition candidate for govemor had a trifle over four 
thousand votes ; in 1884 the St. John vote was about six 
thousand ; General Fisk^s total, as connted and retumed, 
was 19,808. He ran ahead of his ticket uniformly, and 
in some counties largely. By his character, and his 
canvass, he had lifted the Prohibition cause of New 
Jersey breast-high in public consideration, and com- 
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pelled for it henceforward the respect of all candid 
men. 

In his own county of Monmouth, always Democratic, 
he drew so heavily f rom that party that a Eepublican 
plurality resulted ; and in eight other counties the Re- 
publicans won by pluralities smaller than the Prohibition 
vote. In three counties this was true of the Demo- 
crats ; making twelves counties out of twenty-one in 
which Prohibitionists held the balance of power, while 
the State at large gave them the balance of power by 
over eleven thousand. Said one paper : 

^' The Prohibition Party owes a debt of gratitude to 
General Fisk which it can never pay. He gave to it the 
service of the most magnificent canvass ever made in the 
State, and the party has been put upon its feet to stay 
by the grand work of General Fisk." 

To a repórter for the New York Voicey who called on 
him a day or two after election, General Fisk said : 

*' The result is simply magnificent. The foundations 
are now permanently laid on which to build a conquer- 
ing party. . . . Never were men more true than those 
in the rank and file of New Jersey's Prohibition host. 
Our friends were more than willing to stand and be 
counted, in a minority large or small, that they might 
build sure foundations on which to stand as a majority in 
the not far-distant futuro. We have every reason to re- 
joice at the outlook, to thank God, take courage, and go 
forward. 

" The result in my own town is very gratifying. 
Here, where last year we poUed only twenty-eight votes, 
this year I received three hundred. We could easily 
have elected three or f our legislators in the State had we 
been willing to bargain, but our people stood squarely 
on the issue of Prohibition, and refused all offers of 
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' deals/ In one county we drew so heavily from the 
Demócrata that two Bepnblican legislators were elected. 
More Democrats than Republicans voted with ns in this 
coimtj of Monmouth. 

" The outlook was never bo bopeful and inspiring as 
now. Indicatíons all point to a vote of at least five 
hnndred thonsand for a Prohibition President in 1888, 
with possibility of many more." 

Who the next Presidential candidato of the Prohibi- 
tion Party should be, that New Jersey campaign fairly 
well establíshed. 

" If we discem the signs of the times," one editor 
soon declared, " General Fisk is the coming man. He 
developed great strength in bis recent canvass in New 
Jersey as Prohibition candidato for govemor. He has 
made a fine record, and he commands the confidence and 
affection of the people. He has silenced the tongue of 
political slander, and estabUshed bis title clear to the dis- 
tinction of a Christ/icm genüemcm. He went through 
the New Jersey campaign with flying colors. He held 
aloft the Prohibition banner throughont the contest, 
never f altering for an instant. He has come out of the 
fight without even the smell of fire upon bis garments. 
We lay no claim to the gift of prophecy, but we have no 
hesitation in predicting that General Fisk wiU be the 
Prohibition candidato for the Presidency in 1888." 

This editorial utterance seems to have been suggested 
by an interview with Rev. A. B. Leonard, D.D., whose 
canvass in Ohio the year previons had approximated 
General Fisk's, and who had become nationaUy conspicu- 
ous on account of it. That interview was given in the 
Evening Pofst^ and accredited to Dr. Leonard this 
remark : 

*' Clinton B. Fisk, of New Jersey, is my candidato 
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for President in 1888. He is the strongest man in the 
country — is widely known, is popular, is able, is clean. 
Nothing could be said against him in bis campaign but 
that was immediately proven false. He is more popular 
with the colored people of the South than any other 
living man. He will, beyond a doubt, be our candidato 
for President, with a Southern man for Vice-President ; 
and he will get a big vote too !" 

Similar expressíons became frequent in the Prohibition 
Party press, and f rom the lips of other trusted Prohibi- 
tion leaders. The voice of twenty thousand New Jersey 
bornes had been heard across the continent. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

miohigak's ahendment gampaign. 

The spríng of 1887 eaw a mightier conteet than had 
before been waged for State Probibition by Constítu- 
tional Amendmeut. It was fougbt between tbe moral 
and tbe immoral forcea of Micbigan, and tbe respective 
allies on botb sides. Similar conteste bad been snccesB- 
fnl in Kansas, in lowa, in Maine, and Ebode Island, 
and anotber bad well-nigb won in Obio ; bnt neitber of 
tboee brongbt into f ull activity all tbe figbting bosta of 
tbe liqnor traffic, and all tbe reserves wbicb it could 
command, as did tbe Micbigan campaign. 

At its beginning General Fisk wrote a public letter, 
to bis friends in tbat State, ni^ing eamest effort for tbe 
Probibitory Amendment. He did not feel sure tbat be 
could take part bimself ; for bis own late campaign bad 
told severely upon b¡m, and be did not rally as be wisbed 
from tbe reaction wbicb bad ensned. Bnt bis beart 
went out warmly to tboso wbo bad inaugurated tbe battle, 
and were pressing it on as best tbey could — to tbe noble 
men and women wbo stood up bravely for borne, and 
commonwealtb, and God. Tbey were a royal legión, 
led by Professor Samuel Dickie, of Albion College — tbat 
institution so linked witb all General Fisk's memories of 
bis young manbood — and by Mrs. Mary T. Latbrap, 
President of tbe Micbigan W. C. T. U., wbo bad ren- 
dered signal service in New Jersey tbe season previous. 
Beasons of personal regard and association alone would 
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ha ve made the general eager to assist ; added to these 
were the love he still bore the State where so much was 
at issue, and the greater lo ve he f elt for a great and holj 
cause. 

And every able-bodied man was needed — he knew 
that. The liquor traffic of other States was pouring 
money without stint into Michigan. Potent política! in- 
flaences were being brought to bear to maintain the 
saloon. Party necessities were invoked, professional 
ambitions were appealed to, the greed of gain was 
aroused, the varied forms of human selfishness were 
plajed upon — all, that Prohibitíon might be beaten at 
the focal point of government ; that the purest concems 
of society might be smitten down, while the brothel, the 
gambling hell, and the saloon should continué and mul- 
tiply. Such desperation on the part of organized evil 
had not previously been seen, ñor, it may be said, such 
open success in the efforts of evil to ally itself with good, 
and to seek respectability through such alliauce. Had 
it beén a conflict simply between moral forces and im. 
moral, nobody would have doubted the result ; but im. 
morality won to its help the selñshness of moral men, th< 
partisanship of political managers, the business interesti 
of a great multitude, the organized cupidity of State anc 
nation, and facing this array the friends of Prohibitioi* 
might well fear defeat, and appeal for reinforcements. 

These latter carne from many States ; not in vast 
sums of money, as contributed by the liquor trade in 
opposition, but in literature adapted to the time, and in 
platform talent consecrated unselfishly to this great re- 
form. The month of March witnessed '* Amendment " 
meetings all over Michigan, from Detroit to Marquette, 
where with prayer, and song, and speech, the lovers of 
God and home persuasively sought to win adherents for 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



210 LIFE OF CLINTOK BOWBN FI8K. 

the right. Everj night the watehfires of tmth blazed 
in a thonfiand places between Lakes Hurón, Michigan, 
and Superior, and around them able advocates reasoned 
of temperanco, ríghteousness, and a íearful judgment 
to come if these were not hencef orth to prevail. 

With other able helpers, the Silver Lake Quartette 
went to Michigan f rom New York, a group of singers 
and speakers since become well known throughout the 
country. To spare himself undue expenditure of vital 
energy, and because he so realized the power of musie 
along reformativo moral and political linea, General Fisk 
volunteered a seríes of appointments in company with 
this quartette, and fiUed them with but a single break. 
So familiar was his ñame all over the State, and so uni- 
versally was he respected by meu of all political creeds, 
that great numbers came to every meeting ; and his ad- 
dresses were always in happy mood, with no harsh ar- 
raignment of any one, though severely condemning the 
saloon. 

He joined the quartette at Adrián, in his oíd home 
county of Lenawee, where an aftemoon and an evening 
meeting were held, at each of which he spoke. Monroe 
enjoyed his presence next day, and, as at Adrián, the 
hall was filled to suffocatíon. Other notable gatherings 
were at Detroit, Ann Arbor, Albion, Coldwater, and 
Hillsdale ; and everywhere his persuasivo manner, his 
Christian courtesy, his noble bearing, won friends for 
the cause. Aftemoon and evening, throngs came to 
listen, many driving long distances, and went away 
thrilled by the sentiments uttered in speech and song. 

The generaPs keen zest for music made those days less 
wearing upon him than otherwise they might ha ve been ; 
and he often recalled that fírst quartette he ever heard, 
when as a Bimey boy in Clinton he bore the Birney flag. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MICHIGAN' 8 AMEKDMENT CAMPAIGN. 211 

Qne song he daily called for, written by the quartette 
for tbis campaign, and it never failed to stir the audience 
to responsive enthusiasm. The words ran thus : 

** Gome, ye Ghristian fathers who've been praying for the right, 
For Grod, and heme, and natiye land now make a gallant fight. 
Stand for Prohibition till the foe is pnt to flight, — 
Surely we*re marching to victory. 

Ohobus. 

** Horrah ! hnrrah ! we*U shont the jnbilee ; 
Hnrrah ! hnrrah I from ram we will be free ; 
So we'll sing the choras from Detroit to Manistee, — 
Snrely we*re marching to victory. 

" Come, ye manly brothers who have sisters to proteot, 
Bally to the ranks of those with home*s bine ribbon decked ; 
Swear that lives no more shall be by law*s permission wrecked, — 
Surejy we*re marching to victory. 

*' Gome, ye tipsy topers from the bars that we wonld ban, 
Gease to paint yoor noses on the dangersignal plan, 
Wear the temperance colors each, and vote to be a man,— 
Snrely we're marching to victory. 

*' Don't yon hear the word of cheer go ringing down the Unes ? 
Don't yon catch the mnsio in the whisper of your pines ? 
Listen to the echo from yonr bnsy northern mines, — 
Snrely we're marching to victory.'* 

The most important appomtments of General Fisk, in 
some reflpects, were at Detroit, on Saturday and Sunday, 
March 26th and 27th. Saturday night's meeting was an 
immense afiTair — though hastily arranged to connteract 
the influences resulting from one conducted by the liqnor 
side, a few nights earlier, in that city, and addressed by 
two eminently respectable gentlemen — Mr. D. Bethune 
Duffield and Professor Kent. It was held in Beecher's 
Hall, which overflowed with people, so intense had pub- 
lic interest become. The chief address, and a most 
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maflterly one, was made by Mr. John B. Finch, whose 
incisive logic left no shr^d of arguraent for Messrs. Kent 
and Dnffield to stand upen. General Fisk followed Mr. 
Finch — always a difficnlt thing for any one to do, and 
more than ever difficnlt that night — and admirably sns- 
tained the tone and temper of a meeting never to be f or- 
gotten by any man present. His good-natnred throsts 
at Messrs. Dnffield and Kent were almost as cntting as 
the stabs of the javelin hurled by Mr. Finch. 

With sweeping effect he reminded them how in Jan- 
uary, 1861, when treason was rampant in the land, he 
listened eagerly for some word of cheer from his oíd 
State ; how a great meeting was held then in Detroit, 
where loyal men gathered for counsel ; and how one 
voice, in tones of conservativo fear, nrgedthat the conn- 
try shonld keep hands off the question of slavery, be- 
cause of slavery 's great power and our national inability 
to put it away. " That voice," he declared, '' was D. 
Bethune Dnffield 's, who now comes before a vast andi- 
ence to insist that the liquor traffic must be maintained 
through a tax system, because Prohibition, as he affirms, 
cannot be enforced." 

Next day, at an afternoon meeting in the Detroit 
Opera House, General Fisk was the leading speaker, and 
his address rang clear and powerful with Christian patri- 
otism. Through a bleak March storm of snow and sleet 
more than two thousand people had come to hear him, 
and they were not disappointed. He was serene yet 
severo, and his denunciation of those church members, 
and even clergymen, who proposed to stand by the saloon, 
was not less scathing because uttered in such calm, un- 
impassioned language ; and it made a deep impression on 
all. With sweet charity, but uncompromising condem- 
nation, he assailed that moral blindness which would per- 
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mit moral men to advócate an immorality for the revenne 
it might yield ; and there, as elsewhere, he declared 
against the sin and críme of a license system, and fast- 
ened home npon Christian raen the awful responsibility 
of its maintenance. 

*' High License," he said, *' is the white flag of trace 
sent out bj the alcoholic hosts to obtain a halt until they 
can get their demoral ized f orces marshalled once again ;" 
and he attacked the tax policy of Michigan as altogether 
wrong, unjust, and criminal, and utterly unworthy a 
great Christian commonwealth. 

So convincing were the addresses of General Fisk, 
here and elsewhere, and so widespread was his inflnence 
against liquor, that anti-Prohibition managers felt the 
necessity of discounting his work in every possible way. 
The character of their cause would permit, if not justify, 
any depth of malice, of falsehood, of indecency. And 
as the campaign drew near its cióse, with Prohibition 
sentiment gaining every hour and Prohibition snccess 
grown almost certain, their desperation snatched at 
whatever means vile ingenuity could invent and unblush- 
ing audacity employ, to serve their unrighteous ends. 
Throngh certain unprincipled newspaper columns in 
Detroit, they disseminated, with considerable circum- 
stantiality of statement, a story of drinking indulgence 
by General Fisk, on a former visit there, which no one 
who knew him would for a moment beh'eve, but which, 
as they foresaw, might gain brief credence among the 
great voting mass to whom he was personally unknown. 

It was met by instant telegraphic denial f rom the gen- 
eral, and by him stamped as " a most infamous lie, wor- 
thy of the saloon advocates and their associates, indicated 
in Eevelation 22 : 15." 

The passage referred to reads : 
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**FoT withont are dogs, and soroerers, and whoremongers^ and 
mnrderen, and idolaten, and whosoeyer loyeth and maketh a lie." 

This vigoróos Bible delineation of their trae char- 
acter enraged the enemy still more, and they repeated 
tbeir attack, with added vinilence and wrath, and re- 
fused to print the final message of explanation and denial 
sent them in answer by General Fisk. In this message, 
forwarded from Albion, April 2d, the general told pre- 
cisely how and why he once paid f or a night lunch eaten 
by four newspaper men of Detroit, of which he did not 
remain to partake, and added : 

^' The statement that 1 ordered champagne for any 
one, that I drank that or any other kind of liquor, is im- 
true. No liquors were ordered and drank by any of the 
party to my knowledge. I ha ve been much abused and 
misrepresented since I entered the fight against the 
saloon, bnt have never been called a fool. If I could 
have said and done what Mr. Ireland states, then, indeed, 
I would have been both foolish and wicked." 

Though this denial was not allowed publication in the 
same columns which had called it forth, other papers 
published it, and the slander fell ñat at once. 

Then one Thompson, referred to by a Detroit daily as 
^' one of the gentlemen who arranged with Messrs. 
Duffield and Kent for the efficient work which they have 
done," after predicting the defeat of Prohibition by 
from fifteen to twenty thousand votes, made statements 
which f ound widespread repetition in this despatch to the 
New York Trihuney April 3d : 

'* A sensation was created this eyening by ihe publication of an 
interview with W. 6. Thompson, a Democratio politician, in which 
he asserts that General Clinton B. Fisk, who is the chief campaigner 
of the Prohibitionists, stmnped the State of Kew York in 1884 for St. 
John in the pay of the Democratic Party. Mr. Thompson avers that 
he possesses personal knowledge of the tmth of his statement." 
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To whicli despatch General Fisk made the foUowing 
pithy replj, published in the Tribime of April 7th : 

" The hotíy-contested Michigan campaign for the Prohibition 
Amendment bronght to the snrface a large ntunber of the tribe of 
Ananias. This man Thompson, the leader of the Bam Democracy 
in Detroit, does special credit to his anoestor. I did not make a 
speech in the State of New Tork in the St. John campaign of 1884. 
No Pemocrat, no Bepnblican, no Prohibitionist, ever paid me a cent 
for making a speech in the State of New York or any other State." 

The more decent friends of Mr. Thompson felt like 
subscribing in his behalf to the truth of Josh Billings's 
affirmation — " It's a great deal better not to know so 
much, than to know so many things that ain't so.'^ 

If the Michigan campaign had continued a week 
longer, there's no telling what further lies General Fisk 
would have had promulgated about him. But it ended 
April 4th, with two splendid meetings at Hillsdale, fol- 
lowing two of like size and spirit at Coldwater. And at 
each of these places, as at Albion, on the 2d, former 
neighbors and friends of the general tumed out en ^aaase 
to greet him, while an overflow meeting became neces- 
sary at his oíd home, because the large Methodist church 
there conld not accommodate all who came. At Albion, 
and at Hillsdale, the coUege faculties honored him by 
their presence and their welcoming words. 

At these Amendment meetings, to illustrate the fixed 
and fearless attitude which ministers of Christ should 
maintain toward the liquor traffic, and the unyielding 
Christian courage requisito thereto. General Fisk several 
times related this incident : 

" I came aoross a yonng man last year np near the Delaware Water 
Gap who had jost sach courage. üp there near the Water Gap, in 
the side of the monntain, is a beantifnl yillage, where many people 
from New York, Newark, and Jersey City, haye their snmmer homes. 
Jnst in the side of the monntain are two little chnrches, a Prosby- 
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terian ohnroh and a Methodist chnrch. The yonng man had been 
sent oyer írom the Philadelphia Ck>n£erence to preach in the Method- 
ist ohorch, and the official brethren had the nsnal meeting to estí- 
mate his salary. A good many of yon, brethren, haye sat in snch 
oooncils. They fíxed his salary at a thousand dollars, a large com- 
pensation, he thooght. And then they began to post him abont the 
peooliarities of the chorch ; and abont this íamüy and that £ami]y, 
so that he might know jast how to manage afiEairs and go along 
smoothly. Then they further said to him : 

** * Now, in the snmmer-time a good many foreigners— people from 
the city^come to our little chorch. One of the richest brewers of 
Newark sits here in the summer-time in one of onr best pews, and 
pays fifty dollars a year toward the salary. He driyes the finest 
carriage that comes np to our little yillage. His wife dresses beanti- 
fuUy, his* danghters more so, and his sons are perfect pattems. 
Now, then, while he is in the chnrch, we wonld like to haye yon go a 
little slow on the temperance qnestion. Don't say anything abont 
the liqnor traffic. Preach abont the Mormons or the Lost Tribes— 
anything but that, or we shall lose his presence among ns and his 
fifty dollars, and we rather like to haye him driye his carriage to onr 
little chnrch— monogram on the carriage-door, footman and groom 
on the carriage, hamess beantifnl — nothing that goes to the Presby- 
terian chnrch is anything like it, and we want to keep it.' 

*' The yonng man scratched his head a little. He had been edn- 
cated at the Drew Theological Seminary, where they teach that to 
preach against intemperance is one of the things to do eyerywhere and 
anywhere. He rose to his feet, and the presiding eider told me that 
as he began to straighten np, he looked to be abont eleyen feet high. 

** * Now,* he said, ' brethren, what did yon fix this salary at?* 

'* ' A thonsand dollars.' 

" * Ton jnst take fifty dollars ofí. I mast haye a shot at that party 
the first thing.' 

*' And they conld not persuade him out of it. Jnst think of the 
stubbom fellow ! By and by the beantifnl June days came, and 
among those who stopped at the little Methodist chnrch on the hill- 
side came the brewer, with a brand-new carriage, eyerything better 
and brighter than eyer before. He and his family filed into the pew. 
What should this yonng man do but open the Bible, and for abont 
an honr he ponred ont on that andience all the woes that God had 
prononñced against the men that pnt the bottle to their neighbors' 
lips. One of the stewards told me that the ceiling of the little chnrch 
was fairly blistered before noon. Well, now, what was the resnlt ? 
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Why, at ihe dose oí the sermón this brewer carne íorward to the altar 
and took this yonng man by the hand, and said, ' Do yon know me ?' 
' Yes, sir/ * Did yon know my business ? ' * Yes.' * Did yon know 
I was a brewer ? * * Yes.* * Did yon preach that sermón for me ? ' 
' For yon only.' ' Well, now/ said he, * I like the conrage of a man 
that will do that.' Says he, ' Give ns yourhand. I have been in the 
habit of giving ñfty dollars a year to this cbnrch. I will give yon a 
hnndred dollars. ' Yon see the brewer was a man of common sense. 
The offioial brethren had looked npon him as a man only oí dollars 
and cents." 

The Michigan campaign eiided, but prayer, and Bong, 
and speech did not prevail. The work of godly women, 
the efforts of loyal Christian men, could not withstand 
partisan trickery, organized appetito, banded agencies of 
disorder, the indifference of the church, and the eelfish- 
ness of sin. And having given nearly a month of his 
time, as freely of his means, and with unchecked liber- 
ality of his energies, to the sacred cause of a common- 
wealth very dear to hira, General Fisk returned home 
regretful that once again right was defeated, and wrong 
triumphant, but conscious that his own duty had been 
f ully done. And with brave Gerald Massey he could sing : 

** Oor hearts brood o'er the past ; oar eyes 

With shining fntnres glisten ; 
Lo 1 now the dawn bnrsts ap the skies — 

Lean oat yoor sonls and listen ! 
The earth roUs Freedom's radiant way, 

And ripens with our sorrow, 
And 'tis the martyrdom to-day 

Brings victory to-morrow I 

** 'Tis weary watching wave on wave. 

And yet the tide heaves onward ; 
We climb like coráis grave on grave, 

And build a path that's snnward. 
We're beaten back in many a fray, 

Yet newer strength we borrow. 
And where oar vangnard oamps to-day 

Oar rear shall rest to-morrow. " 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



INEYITABLE LEADEBSHIP. 



If any f urther proof were needed of the necessity for 
a National Prohibition Party, and of hifl wisdom in ally- 
ing himself therewith, General Fisk found it in that 
Michigan campaign, '' non-partisan " as it was' averred 
to be, and in similar results foUowing similar campaigns 
later on the same year, in Texas, Tennessee, and Oregon. 
Hfld he never realized before, he must surely have real- 
ized then, how a power so dominant in politics as the 
liquor traffic can never be politically assailed, even by 
non-partisan ballots, or the parpóse to cast them, with- 
out invoking and commanding the open or secret aid of 
party machines, and making for itself common cause 
with party leaders, party conditions, and party success. 
And he must have seen that the moral elements of a 
single State, contending with the liquor forces not alone 
of that State but of the entire nation, were contending 
also against the imperativo needs of a great national 
party, dependent upon the liquor forces for control, in 
several States, and inevitably beaten in the next national 
campaign if these liquor forces were alienated in any 
State. He must have seen — he did see — that a State 
party's action, through its leaders and its legislativo or 
administrativo policy, will be dominated by the national 
party's needs, and that the final logic of politics, when 
reasoned from the mere party standpoint, will compel 
such legislation, or administration, or policy, within the 
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narrower limita of a State, as may and will insure the 
national party's victory. 

In the Michigan campaign General Fisk had spoken 
no word of partisan reference, made no plea that meant 
his party's gain. With the long list of Amendment ad- 
vocates in that State, and their f oUowers in other States 
that seasbn, he kept the faith, as a non-partisan, upon 
the platf orm, every day. Yet nevertheless he knew, as 
did many beside, that non-partisanship was bnt a party 
sham, in all the four States which carried on Amendment 
campaigns during 1887 ; that influential party leaders 
were conniving at the Amendment' s defeat, while claim- 
ing party credit for snbmitting it ; that its defeat was 
counted by them a party necessity, in view of national 
conditions logically to be met the next year. 

He knew, and he did not hesitate to say, that the 
National Repnblican Party, by its recognized leadership, 
and because of its composite liquor-and-temperance ele- 
ments, defeated the Prohibition Amendment in Michigan 
and in Oregon ; just as a like Amendment was defeated 
by the National Democratic Party, for exactly parallel 
reasonSy in Texas and in Tennessee. He did not marvel 
that this was so. He only wondered that thonsands of 
other men did not and could not see the truth of it, and 
the partisan excuses which could be nrged in defence of 
snch a course. And he grieved that men would any 
longer insist upon non-partisan methods, in settlement 
of a great wrong upheld by two great partios for party 
ends, when every such method must begin in legislativo 
action of a party sort, and end in the administration of 
law by party officials ; he marvelled that party action 
against the saloon could be expected from any party 
winning State or national victory through the saloon, and 
indebted directly to the saloon for dominant party life. 
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But he did not grow bitter. His patience was abnn- 
dant, and his faith nuf ailing. The year before, referring 
to Maine's Amendment campaign, he had said : 

*' When Mr. Blaine turaed away from the ballot-box 
in Augusta without discharging his whole duty as a 
citízen, he dropped his own flag to half-mast, and from 
that daj began his melancholj march in his own political 
funeral procession." 

So, now, he felt that any man, any party, stopping 
short of entire duty on this line of moral and political 
reform, was but joining a solemn funeral procession, and 
he might be grieved but he would not hitterly condemn. 
To man or party he would allow every excuse which 
necessity could f rame, and let the procession go on, him- 
self a mourner by the wayside of political progress and 
national achievement, but not a participant in the ob- 
sequies, or a part of the deceased. 

He was not unmindful that the thought of many Pro- 
hibitionists turned steadily toward him as their next 
national standard-bearer. Certain papers of that party 
deliberately heralded him as their first choice, and some 
of the party's ofBcial managers declared for him without 
reserve. He was gratified by such tokens of confidence 
and esteem, as well he might be, coming from such 
sonrces ; but he grew sorely troubled over the embarrass- 
ments they brought, and sought in every way which 
modestly he might to divert serious purposes from him- 
self. He wrote letters to near party friends, disavowing 
all desire for political honor, even refusing all consent to 
be mentioned in relation thereto. He insisted that as a 
prívate in the ranks of Prohibitiou he could fight bétter, 
and better serve the cause, than as captain of the host. 
He pleaded his varied church and philanthropic relation- 
fihips, his overworked condition, his need of rest. He 
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as nearly declined possible nomination as any man feeis 
at liberty to refuse what has not been proffered, and 
what he knows may be subject to circamstances over 
which no one has or can ha ve positivo control. And the 
months went by. 

On the night of November 30th, he stood before a 
vast aadience in Battery D., at Chicago, and said tender, 
heart-warm words in memoriam of John B. Finch, for 
whom the world's end carne so suddenly not many weeks 
before, and whose loss the world's greatest reform must 
foreverraore lament. A National Conference of Pro- 
hibitionists had gathered there, that day, and that even- 
ing's tribute was but their due to one whose faithfnl, 
fearless leadership they had all recognized. And on the 
night succeeding, in the same place, ovcr five thousand 
people gathered to hear General Fisk, Govemor St. John, 
and Mrs. Lathrap discuss National Prohibition. It 
was a monster assemblage — the largest of its party kind, 
perhaps, ever till then seen in this country. Enthnsiasm 
ran up to fever heat. The pulses of men leaped like 
flame. The Silver Lake Quartette sang — 

*' We're not so lonesome as "we tised to be," 

and thunders of applause swept from floor to ceiling. 

Delivering the main address of that occasion. General 
Fisk stirred the hearts of all as mountain breezes move 
the shallow depths of mountain lakes. Men and women 
laughed when he willed it, or, when he would, grew 
sober unto tears. He surprised even those who knew 
him best with his oratorical powers, his versatility of ex- 
pression, his exceptional aptness, and humor, and 
strength. And before he sat down he surprilsed every- 
body by persuading the audience to contribute six thou- 
sand dollars to a national campaign fund, wherewith 
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Prohibitionists were to begin their national campaign of 
1888. 

Mrs. Latbrap, as manj will remember, followed him 
that night, in the strong, womanly manner wbich is her 
wont, mellowed often by pathetic tendemess ; and after 
ber carne Govemor St. John, whoee speech set thousands 
of lips and banda to eager cheering, and made that great 
military hall one tempest of enthueiasm. For the gov- 
emor, as anthoritatiyely as anj one man conld at that 
time, and with an inherent right, because of his own. 
sacrifíce, which every one tacitlj confessed, nominated 
General Fisk as the next Frohibitíon candidate for the 
Presidency. The nomination had indorsement swift and 
stfong enongh to render anybody proiid and glad, bat 
mainly it made General Fisk sober and regretfnl, as 
those well knew who stood nearest his heart. 

From that hour he faced the inevitable. He must 
bear the national banner of Prohíbition in 1888, as he 
had borne the State banner in New Jersey in 1886 — even 
as he had borne that despised Birney '^ rag " in '' Log 
Cabin " days — must bear it, though contempt smite him, 
and prejudice assail him, and friendship falter and fail 
— must bear it, because duty so commanded, and man- 
hood would not let him refuse. Yet he did not accept 
the inevitable, then, or soon. So much did he shrink 
from it, that he caught at any hope of relief, and would 
publicly have announced his refusal but for keen sense 
of possible duty, and the often eamest petition of friends 
wKo loved both him and the cause. 

Wherever he appeared in a gathering of Prohibition- 
ists, he was welcomed with demonstrations of personal 
esteem and recognition of leadership both flattering and 
embarrassing. On February 2d, 1888, he took part in a 
public debate upon '' High License, and the Need of a 
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Prohibition Party," in the Brooklyn Academy of Music, 
and was there magnificently received. His opponent 
that night was Dr. H. K. Carroll, of the Independenty 
who foUowed able debaters upon high license, himself 
taking np the second theme assigned — '' Does Temper- 
ance Eeform Demand a Prohibition Party ?" Dr. Car- 
rol! read a caref ully-prepared argument, the ablest ever 
made upon the negativo side, and General Fisk read an 
aflSrmative address in return. Not having seen or heard 
the paper of Dr. Carroll, the general could not meet all 
the points made therein, but dealt with broad principies 
and specifíc f acts. Among other true and unanswerable 
statements which he put f orth were these : 

" We are all agreed touohingone thing— that the liqaor traffio is 
the one great overshadowing evil of these times. The New York 
TribuM says it is * the heaviest clog on the progress oí onr ootmtry. 
Sooner or later it wiU be neoessary for the intelligent and progressive 
elements of society to drop all lesser enterprises and combine in one 
determined assaolt upon it.' The intelligent and progressive ele- 
ments of society are more and more believing that a successíol as- 
sanlt apon the great evil can be made only by massing in a National 
Prohibition Party. The liqaor traffic is intrenched in national poli- 
tics. The nation is the sénior partner in the manafactare of liqaors. 
Neither oíd party will grapple with the monstroas evil which says to 
each, ' Eeep yoar hands off of me or I will rend the one more hos- 
tile to me by defeát, and give saocess to the more friendly organ. 
ization.' 

" The liqaor traffic entered national politics in 1851. The distil- 
lers and bar-tenders held their fírst national convention and dedared 
their parpóse ' to be the organization of a political party to resist 
the enforcement, secare the repeal, and resist the enactment of all 
temperance and Sanday laws.' The leaders in both the oíd Whig 
and Democratic parties said, with great promptness : ' What do yon 
want of a new party ? We are both with yon, and the party to which 
yon Will give the most votes will do the best by yoa.* Two years 
later, when the liqaor convention at Cleveland declared, that ' liqaor 
men coald vote for no candidate who is not pledged to oppose in 
earaest and with decisión the enactment of prohibitory laws/ the 
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Demooratio Fmttj hastened to place itself on reoord as the friend and 
protector oí the nloon, and has erer since kept its word. 

" In 1872 the Bepablican national platform was so constnioted as 
to place the party in hostility to all ' so-called temperance and San- 
day laws,' and the President of the Liqnor Association said, in oon- 
templating this action : ' I believe that it is only a qaestion of time, 
and onr entire nation, GoTemment, and people will bow with aífec- 
tion and respect to the genial and benefioent reign oí Eing Gam- 
brinns.* 

'' The liqnor interest established its headqoarters in Washington, 
plaoing there one of the ablest nien their money cotild bny, with in- 
stmctions to defeat all national legislation prejndical to the liqnor 
traffio. We of the National Temperance Society can testify with 
what fidelity Lonis Schade has discharged his dnty. It has been im- 
possible, as yet, with all the efforts we conld concéntrate, to secnre 
the appointment of a non-partisan commission to inqnire into the 
effects of alcoholic drinks npon onr people. When some indiscreet, 
conscientions Bepnblican had spoken ont in meeting against this 
tyranny and arrogance of the liqnor traffic, their famons orator said : 
' Shonld separation from a pollnted Bepnblican Party become neces- 
sary, eren if only for the especial pnrpose to cmsh prohibitory laws 
and procnre condemnation at the seat of the Federal Gk)Temment of 
all compnlsory measnres, it becomes important to consider where 
we can look either for new political connections with an existing 
party, or for the material for the organizatíon of a new one/ The 
dominant party to this insolence replied simply, ' Don't think of 
moving ont of the family mansión ; take the best rooms for yonr- 
selves.* Fnrthec, speaking of the political affiliations of the liqnor- 
dealers, Mr. Schade said : ' Three fonrths of them are Bepnblicans. 
We can connt npon their protection to the indnstry which oontribntes 
so largely toward sustaining the Government, and I assnré yon in 
general that the bonds of good-will between the GoTemment and 
onrselves are more solid than ever.* '* 

While the Methodist General Conference was in ses- 
sion at New York, in the great Metropolitan Opera 
Honse, the Prohibitionists of New York County arranged 
a mass-meeting to be held there, and it carne off as per 
annonncement on May 20th, 1888. The vast audito- 
riom was packed from parquet to dome, in despite of a 
drenching rain. Hundreds of clergymen were present, 
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and doctore of divinity were liberallj scattered among 
the f our or five thoasand people assembled there. Scores 
occupied the broad platform, and three of them made 
speeches. It was a concourse remarkable for its high 
cbaracter, for its extended church influence, for its aver- 
age of intellectual ability. No political meeting of any 
party, it may be assumed, had ever before matched it in 
these particulare. And its enthusiasm grew electric. 

Late in the evening General Fisk was seen quietly to 
enter a box npon the right of the stage, and calis for 
him from the audience soon put.the chairman's pro- 
gramme quite one side. The calis did not cease, but 
swelled to a chorus, and swept from gallery to gallery 
with increasing power till they would not be denied ; 
and when the general was led forward upon the stage, 
that whole mighty assemblage rose and gave him saluta- 
tion such as few prívate citizens have ever received, 
hundreds of white hánds waving white handkerchiefs, 
and -thonsands of voices shouting forth their hearty 
cheers. It was a most emphatic echo of the Chicago 
nomination made six months before. Through it, and 
by it, the metrópolis of the East said '' Amen " to the 
choice named in the metrópolis of the West ; and there 
could be no doubt of the inevitable after that. 
To a cióse friend, substantially, he said : 
'' I do not want this nomination ; I shrink from it. 
It can mean for me only toil and sacrifice, calumny and 
contempt. I have no political ambitions ; all I crave is 
the rest which I so little can command, and the chance 
for prívate service in this canse as I am able to render it. 
But I must not shirk a clear duty, and there is no objec- 
tion in my own mind against accepting the burden, and 
bearing it, which I am not ready to waive if that be the 
cali of my Mafiter and my fellow-men. Only we must 
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be yery sure, and those nearest me mast be well satisfied 
to llave it 80." 

He thonght fírst of the canse, and of the Iiome-circle 
which he held bo dear ; last of liimself, and the com- 
forts, the domestic joys, he mnst forego. His chief 
dread was that nnhappiness might come to those he 
lo ved ; and some anxions hours werehis on this acconnt, 
before the final decisión carne. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

NOMINATED FOR THE PBE8IDENCY. 

Formal choice of the Prohibitíonists was made in 
their Kational Convention, at Indianapolis, the evening 
of May 31st. 

That convention mnst be historie in the politics of 
this country. It was composed of more than one thou- 
sand regular delegates, about half as many altemates, 
and from two to three thousand visitors in active sym- 
pathy, who crowded Tomlinson Hall morning, after- 
noon, and evening for two entire days, beginning Wed- 
nesday, May 30th. They represented every State in the 
Union save two, several Territorios, and the District of 
Columbia. They included scores of men and women 
whose ñames have become nationally identiñed with 
moral and political reform. They made up an assem- 
blage of immense size, of magnificent character, of lofty 
patriotism, of masterful Christian faith. Their chief 
thought was — national suppression of the liquor traffic, 
through a national party to suppress it ; and allied with 
this was another, not less pervasive, if rather less domi- 
nant — ^national unity through such a national party. 
These thoughts were varyingly but constantly expressed 
in the speeches made, in the prayers offered, in the 
songs sung, and in the mottoes liberally displayed about 
the hall. Among the latter were these : 

** National Prohibition by a Party whose Sapremaoy dependa apon 
its Enforcement will Win." 
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" No Evil can be Exterminated by Selling it the Bight to Exist." 

'* No License ' íor reyenne only ' ; no Proteciion, no Free Trade, 
for the Liqnor Traffio." 

'* Looal Option is too Looal and too Optional. '* 

" Prohibition will oblitérate the Sectional and Color-Une in 
Politics." 

" The Prohibition Army o£ the Bine and the Oray is coming, fíve 
hnndred thoosand strong, to Conquer Bam." 

The spirit of non-sectíonalism, of patriotic fraternity, 
f rom the opening till the closing hour, was deep, suffu- 
sive, hallowed, and tender. It gave tone and color to the 
whole proceedings. It lent beautiful emphasis to the 
fact that Prohibition, as a new national issue, can over- 
eóme oíd sectional prejudice, render past feuds but a 
present sorrowf ul memory, sweeten the bittemess of by- 
gone strife, and blend the best impulses of all in one 
grand purpose for the common good. It had very 
sacred accentnation on the fírst evening, when a 
Memorial Day service was held by the convention, in 
which '* Blue^' and '' Gray" bore eqaal part, and paid 
equally touching tribute to 

'* The thousands true and brave, 
Who fonght for the Bight ^ith a zealons might 
That won for them only a grave ;*' 

and where delegates f rom the South and f rom the North, 
in the full sincerity of a new political brotherhood, their 
pulses throbbing with equal patriotism, together could 
sit and sing : 

** ünder the Flag they were flying, 

Freedom f orbids ns be sad ; 
liove, amid sorrowful sighing, 

Even can smile and be glad. 
One, in the Bight that divided ; 

One, in the conrage both knew ; 
One, by one flag over guided— 

BrolherSt the Gray and the Blue, 
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** Here clasping hand within hand, 

Monm we the brave and the tme ; 
Whether they sleep in the Bine or Gray, 
Waiting the dawn o£ the Jadgment Day, 

Brothers, the Gray and the Bine. 

** Glad in the glory of freedom, 

Brothers, to-night, we embrace ; 
Past are the triáis of Edom, 

Bright is the Fntnre's fair face ; 
Heart beats with heart, in communion 

Tender, and tmstfol, and true ; 
Leve seáis again a glad Union, 

Binding the Gray and the Bine. " 

In-this pathetic service, the like of whicli had no 
previous record, and which may never be matched, in all 
onr political annals — participated in by Oolonel George 
W. Bain, Oolonel R. S. Oheves, and Mrs. Lide Merri- 
wether, as representing the South ; by Captain J. F. 
Cleghorn and Miss Francés E. Willard, representing the 
North, and by Rev. J. H. Héctor, representing the 
colored race — General Fisk was to have taken leading 
place, but he could not attend. As head of the Local 
Committee having in charge the Methodist General 
Conference, at New York, he felt that duty required 
him there, and so the conven tion missed his magnetic 
presence, while he lost the opportunity he would have 
enjoyed in superlativo degree of speaking for the dead 
héroes and the living Union — for the fellowship of 
North and South, the obliteration of sectional lines, the 
uplifting by Northern and Southern hajids of one ban- 
ner against the entire nation's deadliest f oe. 

Lament was heard upon every hand that he was kept 
away ; his absence appeared the one cause for regret 
which that splendid gathering saw. It was not a con- 
vention of hero-worshippers, yet it would gladly have 
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paid honor to the man selected already f or standard- 
bearer, jugt as it did royally honor John P. St. John, 
the standard-bearer oí 1884, by making him permanent 
chairman, and by freqnent demonstrations of esteem ; 
not a oonvention of hero-worshippers, becanse exception- 
ally made np of thinking men and women, swif t to criti- 
cise, not bIow to condemn, sure-set of opinión, fixed in 
ideas, and ntterly impossible to be misled by crafty 
leadeiship, or to be stampeded f or mere politieal ends. 

No, not hero-worshippers — f ar f rom that — neither sen- 
timentalists, ñor idealists, ñor fanática ; but a body of 
clear-headed, brave-hearted, practica!, brainy believers 
in God and inan ; willing to work for truth, withont 
reward, or hope of reward ; willing to give time, and 
energy, and reputation, and hard cash, to secare their 
country's redemption from the disloyal curse of drink ; 
willing to stand as a forlom hope, in the mightiest con- 
test of human history, between the hosts of right and 
the swelling legions of wrong. 

They went about practical business on the moming of 
Thnrsday, by contributing over twenty-five thousand 
doUars for campaign expenditure, amid demonstrations 
of generous enthusiasm amazing. Rich men vied with 
each other in giving their thousands ; poor men became 
rivals in sacrifico for a needy cause ; a Catholic priest 
pledged one fifth of his modest salary ; women gave 
with an impulse like that which contributed the widow's 
mite centuries ago. And hundreds of unsympathetic 
spectators marvelled at the sight. 

They framed their platform Thnrsday aftemoon, with 
no difference of thought or desire save on the Suffrage 
Question. Debate upon that was keen enough to show 
the convention's mental quality, but not to impugn the 
Chrístian temper of those who took part ; and the plat- 
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form itself stands as witness tliat the convention knew 
what it cared to say, and dared to say it, and cared and 
dared to say it in direct, unmistakable terms. It is fít 
and proper that these pages record the actual basis upon 
wliich that convention placed its candidatos for a cam- 
paign sure to forra one of the vital chapters in political 
history : 

NATIONAL PROHIBITION PLATFOBM. 

The Prohibition Party, in naiional conyention assembled, acknowl- 
edging Almighty God as the sonroe of all power in goTemmeni, and 
believing that all hnman enactments shoold be framed in harmony 
with His law, do hereby declare : 

First, That the manníaotnre, importation, exportation, transpor- 
tation, and sale of alooholio beverages shall be made pnblio crimes, 
and prohibited and ponished as such. 

Second. That suoh prohibition mnst be secnred throngh amend- 
ments of our national and State constitntions, enforced by adeqnate 
laws, adeqaately snpported by administrative authority ; and to this 
end the organization of the Prohibition Party is imperatiyely de- 
manded in State and nation, 

Third, That any form of license, taxation, or regolation of the 
liqaor traffic is contrary to good goYemment ; that any party which 
snpports regolation, license, or tax, enters into alliance with such 
traffic, and becomes the actnal foe of the State's welfare ; and that we 
arraign the Bepnblican and Democratio parties for their persistent 
attitnde in favor of the license iniqnity, whereby they oppose the 
demand of the people for prohibition, and, throngh open complioity 
with the liqaor crime, defeat the enforoement of law. 

FiMiih, For the immediate abolition of the intemal revenae sys- 
tem, whereby onr national Government is deriving sapport from onr 
greatest national vioe. 

Mflh, That an adeqnate pnblio revenne being neoessary, it may be 
properly raised by impost duties ; bnt impost dnties shonld be so 
rednoed that no snrplns shall be accumnlated in the Treasnry, and 
that the bnrdens of taxation shall be removed from foods, clothing, 
and other comforts and necessaries of life, and imposed on snoh 
articles of import as will give protection both to the mannfactnring 
employer and producing laborer against the competition of the 
world. 

Slxlh, That civil service appointments for all civil offices, chiefly 
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olerioal in tbeir dnties, shonld be based apon moral, ¡ntelleotnal, and 
pbysioal qualiflcations, and not apon party service or party neoessity. 

ikveidh, That the right oí snffrage resto on no mere circamgtance 
of race, oolor, sex, or nationality, and tbat where, from any oaose, it 
has been withbeld from citizens who are of snitable age and mentally 
and morally qoalified fox the exeroise of an intolligent balloi, ii 
Bhoald be restored by the people, throogh the Legifllataree of the 
seyeral States, on sach edncational basis as they may deem wise. 

Eighih, For the abolition of polygamy, and the establishment of 
nniform hiws goveming marriage and divoree. 

Ninih. For prohibiting all combinations of capital to control, and 
to inorease the cost of, produots for popnlar consomption. 

Tenth. For the preservation and def ence of the Sabbath as a civil 
institntion, withont oppressing any who religioosly observe the same 
on any other than the first day of the week. 

EUvetUh. That arbitration is the Christian, wise, and eoonomio 
method of settling national differences, and the same method shoold 
by jadiciooB legislation be applied to the settlement of disputes be- 
tween large bodies of employés and employers ; that the abolition oí 
the saloon woald remove the bnrdens, moral, physical, pecnniary, 
and social, which now oppress labor and rob it of ito eamings, and 
woold prove to be the wise and saooessf al way of promoting labor 
reform, and we invite labor and capital to anite with as for the ac- 
complishment thereof ; that monopoly in land is a wrong to the peo- 
pie, and the pablic land should be reserved to actual setUers ; and 
that men and women shoold receive eqoal wages for eqoal work. 

Twdfih, That onr immigration laws shoold be so eñforoed as to 
prevent the introdoction into our coontry of all convicta, inmates of 
dependent institotions, and all others physically incapacitated for 
self-sopport, and that no person shoold have the ballot in any State 
who is not a citizen of the United States. 

Becognizing and dedaring that prohibition of the liqoor traffic has 
become the dominant issoe in national politics, we invite to foll 
party fellowship all those who on this one dominant issoe are with 
os agreed, in the foll belief that this party can and will remove sec* 
tional differences, promote national onity, and insore the best wel- 
fare of oor entire land. 

Jnbilant over the day's financial deeds, and elated 
over a platform unanimously adopted, which gave dg- 
nal satisfaction — a platform so broad as to refute the 
charge of one-ideaism, while yet so single that upon it men 
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might rally in true fellowship, if agreed npon the single 
issTie of Prohibition — glowing witli fraternal good-will, 
and glad in the prospect of large party gains because of 
the work so well accomplished and the greater things yet 
to be done, the convention reassembled Thursday even- 
ing to complete its task. 

Between four and five thonsand people densely 
crowded the hall. As mnch interest was manifest as if 
the nomination f or first place were in doubt, and half a 
dozen aspirants had active support in their efforts to 
secure it. Bat it was not the interest of self-seeking 
ambition, of desire for polítícal spoils. It was a hal- 
lowed, nnselfish interest, tlirobbing with hnmanity's 
hope — an interest prayerful and consecrated, which 
found voice in the opening prayer, by Rev. W. R. 
Goodwin, of Illinois, as foUows : 

*' O God, onr Father, we come to Thee to-night with thanksgiying 
and with prayer. We rejoioe in what onr eyes have seen and in 
what onr ears have heard, and we rejoioe in the promise of a better 
day not far off when onr homes shali be free from this evU cnrse, 
when this nation shall belong to Gh>d. We thank Thee, onr Father, 
for the movement toward the right, and we pray Thee to bless na in 
all onr efforts to bring Thy kingdom here, and may that time soon 
come when there shall be a school-honse on every hill and a ohnrch 
in eyeiy vaUey, bat saloons nowhere. We pray Thee to basten the 
day when there shall be no smoke from any breweiy or distillery to 
curse God*s free atmosphere, and when this nation shall be a free 
nation—a nation of gaUant men and of happy women. To this end 
we pray Thee, onr Father, to help ns by onr prayers and lead ns by 
onr bállots to save onr homes and to save onr oonntry. And we 
pray Thee, O God, that the time may soon come when eveiy distil- 
lery, and every brewery, and every saloon shall be elosed ; and if 
men will not forsake the evil of their ways in any other manner, we 
pray Thee to break np flx^anciaUy, root and branch, the entire system 
of liquor, nntil aU our people everywhere shall leam the right and do 
it, and when God shall be honored and glorified, and when Heaven 
shall look down and see a oonntry purifíed and in the enjoyment of 
God's blessing. Let Thy blesBÍng rest upon the labore of this oon- 
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yentíon. We pray Thee io help ns to-night in ihe seleotion of our 
standard-bearers who may lead ns forward to victoiy, and may all 
things be done ioward Thy glory and the welf are oí this great canse, 
and give ns yioiory in all onr efforis in áll onr States, nntil this party 
oí onrs shall be the dominant party, and onr Gongress shall be pnre, 
and onr legislators pnre, and onr jndges pnre, and all over this land 
peace and ríghteonsness shall prevalí and God Himself shall míe. 
Hear ns and bless ns and save ns íor the Bedeemer*s sake. Amen." 

There wafl no caref uUy-arranged programme planned 
for cliraacteric effect, as there might ha ve been. Eev. 
Dr. I. K. Funk, of New York, moved that the conven- 
tion proeeed to the nomination of eandidates for Presi- 
dent and Vice-President ; and the motion prevailed. 
Pending the ordered roU-call by States, some miseellane- 
ons resolutions were entertained and adopted. When 
roU-call finally began, Alabama was first to respond, 
through Colonel John T. Tanner, with the ñame of 
Clinton B. Fisk ; but Colonel Tanner's voice was weak, 
and what he said could not be heard far from where 
he stood. Professor Samuel Dickie, Chairman of the 
National Committee, suggested that States having no 
candidate of their own to present, should pass the cali ; 
and no further responses carne until Kentucky was 
reached, when Colonel Qeorge W. Bain mounted his 
chair and was rapturously cheered. In those mellow 
silver tones which have delighted and f ascinated so many 
andiences, in so many States, and with that charm of 
manner whicli makes him the crown prince of temper- 
ance orators, Colonel Bain said : 

" Mr, Ohairman, and Ladies and OenUemen : 

** Haying the instmotions oí my 8tate, I íeel I mnst oconpy yonr 
time íor abont a minnte and a half . When the Eentnqky Gonvention 
was held on the 20th of April last, it was the nnanimons vote oí the 
eonvention that the ñame of General Green Clay Smith shonld be 
presented as the first choice oí Eentncky, and Clinton B. Fisk as her 
seoond. When they made that vote I believe it waaespeciallymeant 
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as a oompliment io Green Glay Smith. I belieye they knew that 
Oreen Clay Smith did not expeot any nominatíon; bnt they wished to 
honor him for his long servioe, to exproBS the loye Eentnoky had for 
him — for the man who, thpugh he knew he was fighting for the free- 
dom of his own slaves, went into the war, and when the war was 
over and he was appointed Minister to Spain, with its salary, emoln- 
ments and honors oí office before him, was converted to God, tomed 
his baok on politioal honors and went baok to his own oommunity, 
and in the little Baptist Chnroh there went to preaohing the Gospel. 
I reoeived a letter from him day before yesterday, in which he says : 
' I oannot attend the convention. I never expeoted its nomination. 
I deeply appreoiate the oompliment of EjOntuoky. I ask yon to go 
before the oommittee, and álso that yon go before the National Gon- 
vention, not to present my ñame, but to withdraw it, and to give 
my hearty support to General Clinton B. Fisk for President of the 
United States." 

Everybody heard this noraiuation, and there went up 
at once a miglity shout of indorsement that set the blood 
bounding in every breast. General Green Clay Smith 
had borne the standard in 1876, and would have been a 
popular cholee for 1888 had not the hearts of all become 
so fixed upon another. 

Michigan gracefully waived her turn, that she might 
second the formal presentation which another State had 
prior claim to make, and, speaking through Hon. Will- 
iam H. Morrow, New Jersey thus declared : 

** Mr, Chairman, and Ladiea and OenÜemen of this Oonveniion : 

** It nsed to be urged against the Prohibition Party that it had bnt 
a single idea. Heretofore we may have been jnsUy subjeot to the 
charge, bnt I ventare to say had any one come into this convention 
at any time dnring the past two days, who had said that the Prohibí- 
tion Party has only one idea, he would have seen that it has all the 
grand ideas of 1888, and means to hold on to them nntil viotory 
comes. I will not linger ; but from all I have heard for the last six 
months, and from what I have heard in this convention, and from 
what I have seen npon your badges, and your banners, and yonr 
flags, I conclude you all have at this moment but a single idea. I 
don*t know that the work that my New Jersey delegation has put 
npon me is more than needless, for why should I present the ñame 
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oí one who Í8 Imown all over Üie United States ? Why need I tell 
yon oí ihe patriot, why need I tell yon of ihe BJatemnan, and why, 
ábove all, need I tell yon of the Chriattan man, whoee conscience 
diove him ont of the politioal party in whieh he was roeked in his 
babyhood hy his sainted mother and fatfaer? Why need I say more 
in behalf of the son of Michigan, adopted by the State of New 
Jersey, than what yon already know, more than to ask yon by yonr 
Totes nezt NoTember, in pnraoance of what I see written apon every 
face, to nomínate and dect the giandest «nan of the day. General 
Clinton B. Fisk, of New Jersey." 

It was not an elaborately composed Bpeech ; it did not 
quite rise to the occasion in its rhetoric, perhape, and 
the Bubject might fairly have called f orth a more ex- 
tended and more stadied eulogy ; but nerer did rheto- 
rician's florid art or enlogist^s flowing praise invoke a 
grander climax. The scene that foUowed was one of 
magnificent disorder. Men sprang to their feet, and 
Btood npon the chaira, and Bwung their hats, brandished 
their canes, flourished their umbrellas, and cheered till 
they became hoarse. Women waved their handker- 
chiefs and joined their clear treble to the baritone cries 
which grew and swelled to pulsing thundera of sound. 
Rhythmic huzzas rang ont and died away, only to be 
repeated over and over again, with growing fervor and 
volume. And there, where but a night previous the 
Blue and the Gray had mingled their tender memorial 
tributes, and some had sung 

** Hnshed are the roar and the riot ; 
Spent are the f oríes of wrath ; 
Calm as an ángel of Qniet, 
Peace waiks her beantiftd path,*' 

eare once familiar with it, under other conditions and in- 
spiration, could catch the short, sharp, ringing percus- 
sion of " the rebel yell," no longer up-leaping in wrath 
but in fraternal jubilee. 
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And so General Fisk was nominated. Bnt Michigan 
loBt her chance to second, for after some minutes of this 
tempestuous demonstratíon, in a momentary Inll between 
the whirlwind gusts of it, Oolonel Cheves, an ex-Con- 
fedérate officer of Kentucky, secured the chairman's at- 
tention, and said : 

" I move thjit General Clinton B. Fisk be made the 
nnanimous choice of this convention for President of 
the United States." 

The motion was put npon a rising vote, and the whole 
convention stood, at once. 

Then said the chairman : 

" I declare General Clinton B. Fisk to be unanimonsly 
the choice of this convention for President of the 
United States." 

And once more delegates and visitors thundered their 
applause, while banners waved, and the band played, 
and handkerchiefs fluttered, and a huge wooden crank 
was whirled about in the centre of the hall, and above 
the stage nnseen agencies lifted a large portrait of the 
general, beneath which was depicted a snake coiled into 
the word saloon^ while the candidate's left hand grasped 
the reptile's throat, and below all floated in mid-air yet 
another device, on which, in evergreen letters, could be 
read, '' Hail to the Chief— Fisk." 

The ñames of several gentlemen were presented for 
the Vice-Presidency, but choice f ell at length upon Rev. 
John A. Brooks, D.D., of Missouri, and after a speech 
from that gentleman, and some further miscellaneous 
business, the convention adjoumed 9Íne éUe, 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

AT HIS SEABBIOHT HOME. 

Chaibman St. John telegraplied General Fisk, as fol- 

lowB : 

** Indiamafous, Ind., May 31, 1888. 
** The National Prohibition Gonvention, of over one ihoasand dele- 
gates, with the greatest enthasiasm has jnst nominated yon by ac- 
olamation as its candidate for President. Acoept my heartiest con- 
gratulatíon. Bíay Gh>d bless yon ! John P. St. John." 

One who desired the general's nomination as inuch 
as any others of the thonsand, for sake of the cause, bnt 
who, in hope of saving him and his f rom barden and 
sacrifíce, had agreed not to favor it, and had sat silent 
through all the turbulent enthusiasm of that flood-tíde 
hour, sent over the wire this brief testimony : 

'' I was an atom before an avalancha. Yon are called.*' 

Judge Robert O. Pitman, of Massachusetts, author of 
" Alcohol and the State," wired greeting : 

"Acoept my congratnlation npon your hearty and nnanimons 
nomination as onr leader in tiie Presidential campaign. It is an 
honor onsooght by yon, bnt one thai will last and grow brighter witii 
the lapse of time.*' 

These, and scores of other congratnlatory messages, 
were not delivered to General Fisk that night. The 
Methodist General Oonference had bnt just closed its 
labors, and, wom ont with the incessant cares incident to 
his service in connection therewith, he had gone to his 
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New York City apartments and retired early for needed 
rest. Híb family would not disturb him, and the news 
of his nomination met him first on Friday moming of 
June Ist. 

He was too troubled by it, and too exhausted by the 
month's Oonference attendance and duties, for hourly in- 
terview and interruption, and at once foreook the city 
and Bought the quiet of his lovely Seabright home on 
the Jersey coast. 

A Vbiee repórter f ound him there next day. 

" And so yon have come to talk with me abont the 
nomination ?" he asked. '^ Well, yon see how I am. 
I am completely worn ont, and have come down here for 
a little rest." 

Bumson Hill, his summer residence, and his only per- 
manent abode, is a restf ul place. It is two miles, nearly, 
from Seabright Station on the New Jersey Southern 
Road, and overlooks the little Shrewsbury River, while 
beyond that, southward, and about four miles removed, 
is famous Long Branch, half-hidden by the timber 
growths between. The neighborhood abounds in pala- 
tial villas, surrounded by superb grounds, wherein and 
whereon wealth has lavished its adomments without 
stint. Nowhere else, it is said, in all that región so 
noted for its display of architectural and landscape art, 
can you find such an array of costly establishments as in the 
ten square miles of which Rumson Hill is a natural centre. 

The Hill is not a mountain, but a gently-sloping, ir- 
regular eminence, and upon the sides of it are several 
residences owned by the money kings of New York. 
General Fisk's homo is the most modest of all, and looks 
mnch, from the rather remote highway, like a liberal, 
well-kept country farmhouse, set amid some rural gentle- 
man^B wide acres, and generous of unpretentious enjoy- 
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ment for all who enter there. Such, indeed, it is. The 
farm has eighty acres, and is carefnlly equipped with all 
the appointments of a firet-class agricidtaral ^^ plant,'' 
includmg fine blooded horses and cows, and ampie ap- 
pnrtenances for their breeding and carc. The general 
bonght it ten yeare ago, and has vastly improved it 
since. líow, its lawns are as velvety as those of Eng- 
land ; its open grove is like an English park or a Ken- 
tucky blue-grass pasture ; its wide piazzas invite to the 
leisnre an overworked man so needs ; its extended South- 
ern outlqok has the cool sweep of green fields, near-by 
sparkling waters, and farther-away church spires point- 
ing to the sky's own calm. 

The library betokens excellent literary taste, its 
crowded bookcases representing by their contents every 
field of lettere, and showing f requent familiar use. In 
the broad hall a fine portrait of Bishop Simpson is con- 
spicuous ; and near it may be seen, time-stained and 
buUet-riddled, the battle-flag of the Thirty-third Mis- 
souri Kegiment, presented to their colonel in 1862 by 
the Union Methodist Episcopal Church of St. Louis. 
In a fireplace in the parlor is an old-fashioned crane, 
hammered into shape at his Clinton forge by General 
Fisk's father, over half a century gone by ; and on the 
south wall of that handsome room hang the pórtraits of 
two beautiful children, whose faces haunt the beholder 
long after he tums away, and upon which the general 
cannot look without quivering lips and humid eyes, 
They were his pets, those pretty immortals, and they 
died long years ago. 

Over this comf ortable home, in the midst of such at- 
tractive surroundings, Mrs. Fisk presides with as much 
genius for administration as her husband has shown in a 
wider sphere, and to her ejfforts are due for him in large 
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measnre the restfnl po86Íbilitíes oí the place. She has 
been bis willing and invaluable coadjutor all bis man- 
bood tbrough. Daring part of bis army service she was 
witb bím, and when not witb bim she was usually at the 
front, doing duty as a nurse. With Mrs. Grenend Fré- 
mont she organized the fírst Soldiers' Relief Society this 
country knew ; and she stripped their St. Louis home 
abnost bare of beds and bedding, and everything else 
that raight serve, for the comfort of those first Missouri 
regiments organized, notably that of General Frank 
Blair. From the snmmer of 1861 till the cióse of the 
war she was well-nigh constantly active in attentions to 
the sick and wounded, both Union and Confedérate, and 
carne as near being a Florence Nightingale as any woman 
of America. Twice she visited the bloody battle-ground 
of Shiloh, and tramped over it with special details of 
snrgeons and soldiers, gatliering up the wounded, whom 
she had carried to steamboats in waiting, and then ac- 
companied them to St. Louis. 

Dr. Douglass tells an amusing incident of one of these 
visits to the Shiloh battle-field — the Dr. Douglass who 
liad charge of General Grant duríng that officer's last 
days. He was at Shiloh with Grant as an army surgeon. 
In the first day's engagement he lost all bis wardrobe and 
medical supplies. When Mrs. Fisk arrived from St. 
Louis, with a steamer to carry the sick and wounded 
back there, Dr. Douglass accompanied her over the 
field, and gave needed assistance. At night, as they 
were tramping around searching for poor unfortunates 
who required care, seeing but dimly through the dark- 
ness by their f eeble lantern-lights, and guided chieñy by 
the moans of stricken men, while they scanned the uneven 
ground, the doctor stepped upon some brush and tore 
bis pantaloons nearly off him. 
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" What ahaU I do ?" he asked o£ Mrs. Fisk ; and, 
with real distress, he added, " These are all the clothes I 
have !" 

Lookíng sharply about, Mrs. Fisk saw a rebel tent, 
left standing on the field, with its top burned off by the 
flatne of battle. 

" Tou go in there," she said, with woman's ready re- 
source, '' take off your pantaloons, throw them o ver to 
me, and I will mend them and throw them back to 
you." Dr. Douglass obeyed without delay ; and he has 
often said that he saw no other scene throngh all the 
war so weird as that of Mrs. Fisk, sitting on a log, npon 
the bloody field of Shiloh, by the dim light of her lan- 
tem sewing up the awf ul rent in his unfortnnate panta- 
loons. 

To the repórter General Jisk talked freely of the con- 
vention and its work. Of his own nomination, he said : 

'' I have always had the conviction that I could be of 
greater service in the ranks than as a leader of the party. 
But it does seem as thougli the party wants me. Of 
course nothing but a strong sense of duty would induce 
me to accept. It does look almost like a cali from God. 
I must have time to think about it, and will do what I 
think is best for the party, and just to my family and 
myself. You know what bitter calumny was heaped 
upon St. John, and if I enter this conflict I must expect 
the same kind of treatment. Any man would receive it. 
As for myself I don't care a partióle for that. I was a 
resident of a border State, and I went through the war, 
and I know what this sort of thing means. I can stand 
it, but it won't be a pleasant thing for my family.'^ 

Shall we ever bring party politics to so high a plañe 
in this country, will the standard of editorial ethics ever 
be so exalted, that those to whom a public man is near- 
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est and dearest will not shrink from hís accepting nom- 
ination to high office becanse of calumny waiting ahead ? 
Are parties and press to be always the willing calumni- 
ators of good men which in recent years they have be- 
come ? MuBt those who accept the f all responsibilities 
of citizenship, and stand for the suffrage of their fel- 
lows, forever do so knowing that our boasted freedom of 
speech and of print means cruel license for party malice, 
for personal vindictiveness, for politícal hatred, and for 
wanton outrage ? 

Assnming that General Fisk nmst and would bring his 
thoughtf ul and prayerf ul consideration of this matter to 
an affirmative decisión, despite any sensltlveness which 
might lead botii himself and his fanúly to decide other- 
wise, the Prohibition managers arranged for another 
great mass-meeting to be held in the Metropolitan Opera 
House, at New York, June 22d, and for the formal 
notice of nomination to be given their candidatos there. 

Once more the immense anditorinm was crowded with 
Prohibitionists, till hundreds could get no seats, when 
this occasion carne round. There was no storm now, 
but a torrid wave had swept across the land and whelmed 
the metrópolis by the sea ; yet the enthusiasm which 
floods could not quench in May could not be melted in 
June. Tier upon tier, the boxes and the galleríes, one 
dense mass of people, looked down on the wide par- 
quet, thronged to suffocation, and on the great stage, 
whereon sat hundreds of well-known Prohibition believ- 
ers and adsrocates ; and o ver and about all glowed the 
many hundreds of gas- jets, giving brilliancy and more 
torridity to the scene. It was a wonderfuUy inspiring 
picture to look out upon from the platform, when at 
eight o'clock the meeting was called to order. Bishop 
J, N. Fitzgerald offered prayer, and Mr. W. T. Ward- 
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well, Chairman of the Prohibition Oounty Committee of 
New York, made these introductorj remarks : 

** This yast aadienoe, this sea of aptomed faces, this entírasiasm 
evinced, reminds one that Prohibition is a living issne, and thafc it 
has come to stay. [Oheers.] It means that we have come here to 
listen to two of the most iilostríoas men in all this land, and it means 
victory. [Gheers.] I would like to tell yon what something else 
means, too. The failnre of the Chicago Gonvention to touch this 
qnestion of the liqnor traffio means an additional hondred thoosand 
yotes for Fisk and Bxooks. [Lond and oontinned applanse.] We 
are here to-night not as any balance-of-power party. We make no 
deals. We are an adyancing and increasing army, and we are in the 
field nntil we win the fight. In the ñame of all we represent, we 
welcome yon here to-night at this grand gathering." 

Eev. Sana Small, of Georgia, was to have made the 
address of notification to General Fisk, but became train- 
bound and did not arrive in time. His place was well 
fílled by Chairman Samuel Dickie, of the National 
Committee, who closed with this ntterance : 

** We come to say to yon, General Fisk» that among Prohibitionists 
yon are the best-loYed man in this entire Union. In behalf of the 
Indianapolis Gonvention we tender to yon the nomination for Presi- 
dent of the United States." 

As General Fisk stepped forward to respond, the 
whole vast audience rose as one man — f rom floor to high 
fifth gallery — ^and gave him rojal greeting. Cheer after 
cheer ascended ; handkerchiefs fluttered from the 
boxes, a cloud of waving white ; the band struck up 
" America,'' and scores of American flags waved rhyth- 
mic unisón with its majestic measures ; the ovation of a 
month before was repeated and magnifíed in a fashion 
wonderful to hear and to behold. 

After many minutes of this magnificent and persistent 
demonstration, when General Fisk was able to command 
silence, he spoke as f oUows : 
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" Mb. Ohaibman : This ihronging mnltitnde of noble men and 
women ; this yast assemblage, representatíve oí the bdst Ufe in the 
Bepnblio, orowding «very part oí this vast temple ; this gronp oí 
strong» eamest, resolnte man- and womanhood on this platform, in 
whioh G^rgia and Blinois, Missoori and Michigan, New Tork and 
New Jersey, dasp hands in one of the holiest covenants ever made ; 
these eloquent and sonl-stirring atteránces of speeoh and song ; 
these waving banners and waves of enthnsiasm — all these give in- 
spiration and help to one whose heart, throbbing with gratefnl emo- 
tion for honors nndeserred— ^for partiality which onght to have been 
bestowed on another — wonld with imperf eot ntteranoe respond to 
the message borne to him f rom that most wonderfol gathering at 
Indianapolis, 

" * Beneath whoeo banners, proud to etand, 
Looked up the nobleet in the land '— 

that oonvention which commanded the respect, the wonder and the 
admiration oí the conntry. What it said has received the hearty 
commendation oí the friends of trae and Ghristian goTemment áll 
over the land, without distinction of race, color, sex, or previons 
condition of political servitnde. What it did in its closing honr has 
serionsly distnrbed the peace of at least one honsehold, which in its 
home by the sea has these many days been inqniring, ' What are the 
wild waves from Indianapolis saying ? ' The response comes to ns 
this evening by the way of Evanston and Atlanta. . 

'' Let ns see for a moment where we stand. On the Indianapolis 
platform, of conrse, which, after solemnly acknowledging Almighty 
God as the sonrce oí all power in govemment, has for its Alpha and 
Omega the prohibition of the liqnor traffic. First and last that is the 
dominant, the all-controlling issne in onr national politics. Diífering 
judgments there may be on other issues, but on the ntter destniction 
oí the American saloon we are oí one mind, and heartily invite to foU 
party fellowship with ns all who are with ns on that point agreed. 

** We believe that a host of good men will come thronging into onr 
camp in the immediate fntare. Men of thonght and conscience, 
who haye been waiting the weaiy years away, hoping that the politi- 
cal party with which they have had álliance, wonld say some em- 
phatic words, do some brave deed on the side oí this great reform, 
and declare that the saloon shonld not sit snpreme in cancos con- 
vention and canvas. The campaign for 1888 has opened. Its ban- 
ners and bandannas have been thrown to the breeze. Platform ntter- 
ances have been read in every hamlet, and carefnlly stndied in a 
million American homes to ascertain what was said in Indianapolis^ 
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tSÍ. Lonis, and Chicago on the greatest qnestion noW being debated 
among the people of ibis conntry. Home proieotion stands at the 
head of the list. Home proteoted against the saloon will be the 
greatest factor in proteoting the honest industries of our people. 

** Indianapolis plainly declared * That the manofactiire, importa- 
tion, exportation, transportation, and sale of alcoholio beyerages shall 
be made pnblio crimes and prohibited as snch ; that such piohibition 
mnst be secnred throngh amendment to oor national and State con- 
stitntions, that any form of lioense, taxation, or regnlation of the 
liqnor traffic is contrary to good govemment ; that any party which 
snpports regnlation, lioense, or tax, entera into alliance with snoh 
traffio and beoomes the actnal foe of the State' s welfare.* It declares 
' for the immediate aboUtion of the intemal revenne system which 
now gluts onr national Treasniy with reyenne from the blood and 
teara of American homes.' There's no ambigtiity or want of clear- 
ness in these ntterances. 

" Let as tnm oyer a leaf and see what St. Lonis said on this all- 
absorbing qnestion. Not a word do we flnd. There was a repetition 
of the same oíd story— 1884 was reaffirmed — * We mnst not yex the 
citizen with snmptnary laws.' In the gray of the world*s morning 
the original chairman of the committee on snmptnary laws said the 
same thing in a discnssion with Mother Eye on the subject of pro- 
hibition. No word of hope from St. Loáis. 

" Snrely from Chicago on the wings of the lightning there will 
come deliyerances on this qnestion that will gladden the hearts of 
thonsands who in all sinceritybelieyed and waited with patient faith 
and prayer for the words that did not come. The Anti-Saloon 
maiden, neyer yery robust, after a lingering illness, dnring which 
kindly hands had ministered to her, and sleepless eyes had watched 
oyer her, flnally fonnd rest, 'after life's fltfnl feyer,* in Chicago. 
Death stole in so gently npon the snffering one. We know the faith- 
fnl-to-the-last friends who, with breaking hearts and tearfnl eyes, 
sang at the funeral obseqnies in the great conyention anditorinm the 
touching lines of Tom Hood : 

** * We watched her breathing through the night, 
Her breathing soft and low, 
As in her breast the wave of Ufe 
Kept heaving to and f ro. 

* f * 

** * Our very hopee belied our fears, 
Our feana our hopee belied ; 
We thought her dying when ehe elept. 
And sleeping when she died.* 
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*' Dear friends, the pxoblem of the liqnor traffio will be solved only 
by a national poUtioal party making Prohibition the coxner-stone of 
it8 creed. No party can snocessfnlly combat the monstroos e?il that 
doefl not make snph dedarations asshall aliénate from its ranks every 
nun^seller. There are a host of good men in this land who in these 
June days of 1888 are reaching that conclusión for the first time. 
They, like many of ns, hoped against hope. They are ooming into 
onr camp. Public opinión, the mightiest advócate of any canse, is 
gathering forcé day by day and is marshalling that forcé a mighty 
host in onr ranks. The day is not far distant when the nation will 
rise as one man and demand that the liqnor traffic shall cease 
thronghont onr land. We stand on the threshold of a great national 
campaign for the right Oor watohword is not the destmction of 
any party, bnt the destmction of the American saloon. Let onr 
camp fires gleam from every summit and illnme evezy valley in the 
land. The combined forces of Christian home, Ghristian Ghnroh, 
and Christian commonwealih mnst be pnt in battle array against the 
infamons wrong. 

'* In responso to the command of the chosen thonsand at Indian- 
apolis who bade me go to the f ront of this sharp conflict, I have now 
to say, God helping me, I will carry yonr flag in this oontest I 
kuow well what will be the cost to me and those whom I hold as dear 
as life itself ; I also know that God thrones the right at last in king- 
lier royalty becanse its coronation is delayed, and that neither earth 
ñor hell can permanently harm those who are ' followem of that 
which is good. ' 

'* We nplift a national banner nnder which sectionalism and sec- 
tional strife shall be forever bnried— North and Sonth, East and 
West, all join hands in onr good canse. 

" There will be those who will be ' exceedingly mad against ns,' 
and who will persecnte ns even to strange cities. Let me exhort onr 
friends every where to give onr enemies a monopoly of personal sean- 
dalons methods of condncting political campaigns. Let ns exalt onr 
holy canse, and tmsting in Him, in whose hands are the destinies of 
individnals and nations, go forward with conrage, faith, and hope 
nntil victory, certain to come, shall be onrs.** 

Thia speech was frequently intemipted by applause, 
and when General Fisk said, with deep feeling yet ring- 
ing utterance, *' I will carry your flag," there carne an- 
other mighty outbreak of enthasiasm, which had to 
spend itflelf before he could proceed. 
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In graceful and appropriate sentences Hon. W. J. 
Groo tendered the Vice-Presidency to Rev. Dr. Brooks, 
whose address of response kept the enthnsiastic demon- 
stratíons in f reqnent repetition, while his opening words 
excited another wíld scene like thoee climaxes which had 
preceded. At the ontset, he said : 

" I believe in govenunental pTogress. The policy of ihe GoYexn- 
ment should at least keep abreast of onr adyancing civilization. 
Amid the onward maroh of flnanoial, edncational, and moral Ínter- 
ests, we cannot hope to draw por inspiration as statesmen from the 
resolntions of '98, or the dead issnes of the sixties. 

** As an oíd slave-holder, I am here to-night to attest my joyf al ao- 
oeptance of the result, and I speak for nine tenths of my seotion. 
General Fisk, whom for the first time I meet to-night, helped to form 
the party that was mainly instrumental in the acoomplishment of 
this resnlt. I, on the other hand, stood with the party committed 
against the principie, and did all in my power to prevent it. I come 
to-day, acrosB half the oontinent, to say to him that he was right and 
I was wrong, and now, over the bloody chasm of that dreary past, 
will clasp his hand and say, Let there be no fnrther animosity be^ 
tween ns. To-night let ns send forth the cry, with olasped hand, 
' Ko more sectionalism in American politics 1 No more solid Sonth 
orsoUdNorth!'" 

ÁB the two candidates clasped hands before that vast 
multitnde* tears of patriotic joy overflowed thonsandfi of 
cheeksy and the cheers which resounded were prophetic 
of the new national nnity which a new political dispen- 
sation shonld bring. 

An eloquent address foUowed by Miss Francés E. 
Willard, and the opening formalities of the Pfohibition 
campaign of 1888 were ended, the campaign was for- 
mally begun, with General Fisk dnly commissioned as 
commander-in-chief of the moral forces that shonld wage 
it, and bearing in his faithfnl hands the white flag 'that 
shall be never a flag of truce with national sin, bnt al- 
ways a signal of aggressive warfare and of ultímate vic- 
tory, " For God, and home, and nativo land." 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

WOED8 OF PATBIOTISM. 

The platform demanda for General Fisk, always nn- 
merous, and calling, even when but infrequently accept- 
ed, for much travel and sacrifice of time, became con- 
stant and impoitanate right after bis nomínation for the 
Presidency, and wonld have made him a speedy martyr 
to tbe cause. He wisely decided to meet, during the 
months of July and Angust, only thoee engagements, for 
camp and otber special occasions, which antedated the 
new pressnre npon him. Among these was one at Rose- 
land Park, Woodstock, Conn., where, every Fonrth of 
July, Mr. Henry C. Bowen, publisher of the Indepen- 
denty groups a f ew great orators, and celebrates wíth them 
and bis ebosen friends, and a large eoncourse from the 
country round, our national anniversary. Upon tbis 
occasion General Fisk represented the temperance idea, 
as a year previous Senator Windom, of Minnesota, bad 
represented it, and his reception was very cordial. One 
of the speakers preceding him was Senator Frye, of 
Maine^ who argued for Protection from tbe standpoint 
of the Bepublican Party, and who made a vigorous ap- 
peal to General Fisk that he retire from his leadership 
of the Prohibitionists and stand with his oíd associates 
for their defence of American industry and American 
interests. The General happily tumed Mr. Frye's allu- 
sions back upon him, and scored a strong point for the 
Prohibition Party as being far more in favor of protect- 
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ing honest labor and all trae American interests than 
any party can be wliich leaves the saloon iintouched. 
He Baid: 

" Mr, Presideni, Friends, and Fálovo-GUizena : 

** I am sare, my friends, it was no dolefnl annoancement that I 
was to be the last speaker of tbis occasion. On some festival day 
where Job was interested and many friends carne, and the day was 
passed in orations, yon remember that jnst before snnset some one 
said, * la thére to be no end of words this day ? ' Of conrse, here- 
tofore, the words have been snch that yon have not been indined to 
make any snggestion. I shall not detain yon very long, althongh I 
notioe thisy that all people that speak f rom a platf orm or. a pnlpit, if 
they say they are going to speak short, always make a long speech of 
it ; bnt I for one am going to make a short speech of it. 

^ I connt it no light honor that my father and mother were bom 
in Windham Connty ; that bnt a few miles from here on the Five 
Mile Biver, the village blacksmith in the fírst deoades of this cen- 
tnry was my father ; that in the little chnrch at Eillingly my mother 
was one of the sweetest singers in the choir. 8o that I feel very 
mnch at home in Windham Connty, althongh, like the Irishman, I 
wasn^t bom in my native State. I conldn*t help that. I was bom 
ont West, and not here, as Brother Lonnsbnry has stated ; and, as a 
good Methodist, I shall not keep yon all night on probation. 

** If my friend Frye were here (he had stepped from the platf orm) 
I shonld be inclined to pitch into him for a moment or two ; for the 
people I represent are the gennine protectionists of this conntiy. 
We begin at fírst principies ; we protect the home, and we wonld 
haye a protection eqnal to anything he preached, and all ours be- 
yónd that. Why, he said, in bnilding his factory in Woodstock, that 
ninety per cent of the $400,000 wonld go to working-people. Well, 
now, we will bnild in the same way. Bat according to Mr. Pow- 
derly's carefnl estímate, of that $360,000 paid to the working-people 
in Woodstock, $110,000 woüld be dropped into the tills of the dram- 
shops, if yon have them there. Now, we wonld save all that. We 
wonld save this vast snm that the working-people of this conntiy 
pay fór liqnor all over the conntry, in order that it might be nsed in 
progress ont of poverty ; in order that it might be nsed by these 
working.people that are paid good wages (and I wonldn't have them 
paid a dollar less), in greater comforts for the home, in better civil- 
ization thronghont all the land. 

" Now, I have in my hands, I snppose, the most able speech ever 
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prepared. I am not going to give it all to yon ; it is too good ; yon 
conldn*t bear it. I shall give yon some of it, and for that whioh I 
don't read to yon or speak to yon I refer yon to the Indepeindent, that 
newspaper which shonld be in every man*s family in this broad land. 
My family, they say, are remarkable for their cnltnre and attain- 
ments ; they have always read the IndependenL 

" My fríend Frye here to-day, in tnming to me so graoefnlly, in- 
timated that I stood in the way of a great trinmph. It is not so at 
all. Why, if my friend Frye and all his people instead of throwing 
away their votes on somebody else next November — if they wonld 
only Yote for me [lond langhter], how qnickly we wonld tnm those 
wicked Democrats ont of office. [Langhter.] 

" Again we celébrate the anniversary of the day on which American 
liberty was bom and placed in her iron eradle. The conntry panses to 
remember and rejoice, and with reverent heart lifts its voice in praise 
and thanksgiving to Him who hath * made and preserved ns a nation.' 

** It was one hnndred and twelve years ago last Monday when the 
Continental Gongress declared that the United Coloniea were, and of 
right onght ta be, free and independent States. John Adams said 
that they were that day considering the greatest qnestion ever de- 
bated on the continent, and that no greater qnestion wonld ever be 
debated among men. * I am apt to believe,* said Mr. Adams, ' that 
it will be celebrated by sncceeding generations as the great anniver- 
sary festival.' In wríting Mrs. Adams, he said : ' The day onght to 
be commemorated as the day of deliverance by solemn acts of devo- 
tion to Almighty God. Let it be solemnized with pomp and parade, 
with gnns, bells, and illnminations from one end of this continent 
to the other from this time forward forevermore.' 

'* In the mighty march of time, in the procession of great events, 
that Declaration of Independence Day in Philadelphia took its place 
by the side of the great exodns from the land of the Pharaohs when 
Moses stretched his hand across the gnlf of the centnries and rocked 
the eradle of American liberty. It took step with that bright day in 
Jnne of the thirteenth oentnry when in the long meadow of Bnnny- 
mede the English barons met Ring John, and amid the splendor of 
that impressive and brilliant scene demanded and received from that 
cmel and perfídions king, nnder the frowning towers of Windsor 
Gastle, the fonndations of England's liberty in Magna Charla, 

*' Independence was born on Jnly the second ; its baptism was on 
the fonrth by that great apostle of freedom Thomas Jefferson, the 
beginning of whose endnring fame was the immortal State paper 
which promnlgated the Bill of Bights and assigned the new Bepnblic 
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a plaoe among the powers of the world. Adams and Jefferson, 
Franklin and Wiiherspoon were the towers of strength which stood 
fonrsqoare to all the winds that blew ; grand, iron-sided, lion- 
hearted John Witherspoon, of New Jersey, that stordy patriotic Gos. 
peí íninister, that eloqaent preacher of the Ghristian faith in whom 
combined rare scholarship and broad statesmanship, a worthy sno- 
oessor of Jonathan Edwards at Prinoeton. John Witherspoon's 
prayer for Ood's blessing in wisdom, righteonsness, and gaidance 
was answered with a baptism of power, and faith, and conrage that 
had it8 glad fmitage when he in the last honr of that great debate 
rose, and said : ' The time for decided, fírm aotion has come. The 
conntry is not only ripe for independence, bat if its deolaration is 
longer deUyed, we are in danger of beooming rotten for want of it.' 
To that eloqnent ntteranoe carne a responsive patriotic * Amen ' from 
Franklin, Jefferson, and Adams, and '^eedom from tyranny * rang 
throngh Independence Hall. 

" It was jnst a sweep of a centnry from the honr that James Otis, 
in 1761, became the first torch-bearer in the oíd Bevolntion, to that 
day in 1861 when ont of dark and portentons douds Came the thnn- 
der and lightning of civil strife and ' States dissevered, disoordant, 
and belligerent, a land rent with civil fend and drenched with fra- 
ternal blood/ bnrst npon the visión of a startled world. In 1620 
there sailed npon the ocean two ships whose prows were tnmed 
toward the westem shores of the Atlantic ; one, a Dntch slave-ship, 
landed its cargo of living freight as slaves npon the coast of Vir- 
ginia. In the cabin of the ' Mayflower, ' the other ship, were the Pil- 
grim Fathers, who, on the rocky coasts of New England, planted the 
seeds of liberty. Slavery and freedom grew together on our soil, an 
irrepressible conflict from the beginning. We pause not to tell the 
story of the great strife ont of which the nation had a new birth of 
freedom. The end came, and the immortal words of Mr. Lincoln at 
Gettysbnrg that this ' Government of the people by the people and 
for the people ' wonld not perish from the earth were a folfílled 
prophecy. The Declaration of Independence, which had been a 
promise spoken in the ear of prophecy bnt belied by the facts all 
aronnd it, became tme in right, tme in fact all over this broad land. 
From the darkness and gloom, from the smoke and flame of battle, 
'mid the mnsic of the breaking of the fetters of human bondage, we 
came forth to victory, our love of justice increased, the foundation 
of our institutions more fírmly cemented, the blessings of peaoe 
secured to all the inhabitants of the land, and the pulse of the nation 
throbbed with a new Ufe. 
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" Trae and Ghristian goyernment resta npon great traths and im- 
mortal principies. Adherenoe to fnndamentals that nnderlie a gen- 
nine Christian oivilization is the only goarantee o£ national stability. 
It is wise to pause on this day o£ gratnlation and joy and consider 
the perils of onr national life ; and while we have just pride in the 
possession of constitntional liberty and statntes framed for its de- 
f enoe and perpetnation, let ns remember that hnman constitntions, 
human enactment, and human government are manifestly vital only 
as subordínate to the eternal constitution, the eternal enactment, the 
eternal government o£ God. The Latin lyrist said to anoient Rome : 
' While you bear yourselves subordínate to the gods you hold em- 
pire.* Onr rapid growth in population and wealth, our National 
Treasury bursting with fulness, peace and unity within our borders 
— all these cannot perpetúate national life and glory if there be the 
breath of the pestilence upon us, and a gigantic wrong permitted to 
sit in all the places of political power in municipality, county, city, 
State, and nation. 

" A heavier yoke than that the British king placed upon the neck 
of our Bevolutionary fathers is upon us and our children. A bond- 
age more abject than that which lifted its destroying hand against 
the ünion a score and more of years ago is forging its fetters for the 
enslavement of the Bepublic. By a long train of abuses and usurpa- 
tions Eing Alcohol, through the liquor trafflc in this goodly land, 
openly declares his ability to reduce us to his despotio rule by his 
control of the dominant political organizations of the country. From 
a mount of patient sufferance let us on this Fourth of July in Bose. 
land Fark make a new Dedaration of Independence. Let us resolve 
to throw off the Government of the American saloon. Almost a score 
of years ago, in the capital of the State within whose boundaries 
there comes to us the generous hospitality out of which springs this 
festival occasion, one of Oonnecticut's honored sons, now represent- 
ing your State in the Senate of the United States, and whose voioe 
this morning summoned us to a conscientious consideration of per- 
sonal temperance, Hon. O. H. Flatt, with prophetic soul, startled his 
fellcw-citizens with his burning words, eloquently spoken on the 
great theme we now consider. Mr. Flatt said : ' I do most firmly 
believe that urüess the sale and use of inUmoating drinks in ihis country 
sJiaü cease, or he materiaüy diminisJiedt ihe resuü toül be iKe complete over- 
throw of our Republican Oovemmerú.* While Mr. Flatt was speaking 
so earnestly this morning — and he said such great trnths, and he did 
it admirably — I could not help thinking how many men there are, 
modérate drinkers,^ that would not. bQ drunlsards at all if there wece 
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no open saloon doors in.this conntry. Let as slam that door to. I 
hold np before yon rum-sdling and rum-drinking as thefoea of wtíicmal 
exisience, The danger of the Bepnblio is tbat men do not realizo ihe 
imih of this. I wish I conld make all men who loYe their Govern- 
ment see this great peril of the nation. Let ns not shnt cor eyes to 
the danger. The Bepnblio mnst trínmph over mm, or mm vill tri- 
nmph over the Kepublic. All history teaohes this ; observation and 
reason confírm it The sale and use have not ceased, ñor ' materi- 
ally diminished/ bnt, on the oontrary, largely increased, and Senator 
Flatt's words shonld fínd lodgment in the minds and hearts of his 
conntrymen. There yet echoes throngh these matohless, charming 
gronnds, on yonder height, and over yon beautifnl lake, the elo- 
qnent words spoken on this platform one year ago to-day in the in- 
diotment fonnd against the monstrons monaroh. Let ns recall some 
of the sentences then nttered. Their repetition ooght to inspire ns 
to rise np, and with one heart and one month make onr new decla- 
ration. The presiding officer here one year ago was that genial 
gentleman, ex-Ck>vemor Long, of Massachnsetts, whose happy 
thonghts so happily expressed on Independence Day cansed yonr 
hearts to throb with joy and fílled yonr sonls with patriotic fervor. 
Ck>vemor Long, in introducing ex-ünited States Senator Windom, 
one of the best men the marvellous Northwest ever contributed to 
the Senate or Gabinet, said : ' We have kept nntU the last thiB most- 
praotioally important snbject that is to be discnssed to-day on this 
platfoim ; the snbjeot is " The Saloon in Folitics," a snbjéct that of 
late has begnn to command the cióse and caref ni attention of all 
thinking people, and will command it more and more, and is to be a 
factor in onr State and onr national party. There onght to be no 
difference of opinión with regard to this great tyranny that is begin- 
ning to pnt its dntoh npon the throat of American politics — the 
tyranny of the grog-shop.* 

*^ Mr. Windom said : ' The disonssion of this snbject seems to me 
quite appropriate to the occasion. Ferhaps the highest honor we 
can pay to the founders of our Gk>vemmenl!r is to accept with pro- 
found gratitude the blessings which, under God, they have transmit- 
ted to US, and to face with manly courage and patriotic deteimina- 
tion whatever problems remain to be solved, Among those prob- 
lems none are so grave and pressing, and none threaten consequences 
so disastrous to all that is most sacred in our institutions, as are in- 
volved in the American saloon system. Jn. the wide sweep of its 
malign influence it touch^s and threatens the very warp and woof of 
pur social, political^ and industrial organisms. 
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" * How to onrtail and finally desfcroy this evü is the great problem 
of the honr. lis solntion siands next on ihe world's calendar o£ 
pTogress. It has been called for tríal, and cannot be dismissed or 
postponed. The salmón has boldly entered politics, and it has come 
to stay nntil vanqnished or TÍctorions. 

" * Briefly stated, the question is, Shall the liquor power, with its 
diré and deadly influenoes, rule and ruin, or shall it be utterly de- 
stroyed ? 

** * This malign power has organized and massed its mighty forces 
for the oonflict. It has raised the black flag, and proclaimed that he 
who will not swear allegiance to it, and thereby become pariioeps 
crimmis in its work of destruction and death, shall politioally perísh. 
It has even drawn the assassin's knife and lighted the torch of the 
incendiary, in order to inspire dismay in the ranks of its enemies. 
The time has, therefore, come when this issue must be met. Politi- 
cal partios can no longer dodge it if they would. Prívate citizens 
must take sides openly for or against the saloon, with its methods 
and its resnlts. ** Neutrality is henceforth impossible ; indifference 
is henceforth a betrayal of the trust in volved in citizenship.' * 

*' ' The saloon creates a demand where none before existed, that it 
may profít by snpplying that demand. It artifícially stimulates an 
evil habit, that it may thrive by panderíng to it. It methodically 
breeds debanchery, poverty, anarchy, and crime for pay, It pur- 
posely seeks to multiply the number of drínkers, and henee of dmnk- 
ards. It invades every new community, demands tríbute from every 
home, and lies in wait with fresh enticements for each new gener- 
ation of youth. . . . Each oue of our two hundred thousand drínk- 
ing- places forms a distinct centre of aggressive forces and skilful 
deviees for spreading the drink habit among men. Every plausible 
temptation and solicitation that trained talent can suggest are nsed 
to entrap the young, the ignorant, the toiling, and the homeless, 
with the knowledge that a customer once secured is usnally a cus- 
tomer for life. . . . Experíence indicates that fonr fífths of Amen- 
can drinking and drunkenness is dud in the fírst instance not to any 
natural appetite of our people, bnt to the presence and sleepless 
efforts of this gigantio enginery, working seven days a week and 
twenty-four hours a day, unrestrained by any scruple and every- 
where oontemptuous of public and prívate ríght.' 

'' This is by no means an overdrawn picture of a system which in- 
sists npon the right, untrammelled by law or conscience, to manu- 
facture drunkárds, paupers, and crimináis. To maintain this ríght 
the saloon power has organized its y^st forces^ formed its political 
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allianoes^ ftnd &ow, conBoions of its strength, bids open defiance to 
law and publio sentiment. To maintain the right to get money by 
the Wholesale destrnotion of Ufe, healih, and property, it oormpts 
the ballot, bribes Legidatnrefl^ tampers with junes, and seeks to in- 
timidate the weak and oowardly by arson and assassiñation. 

"Inmostof oor citiesthe drinking saloon is the central power 
arotmd which politics revolve, and which dictates candidates and 
party politics. Even in onr national elections it sometimes ezercises 
a oontrolling inflaence and decides Presidential contests. 

" Not less than eighty thonsand victims go annoally to the dmnk- 
ard's grave from the homes of this land. Pestilence and war com- 
bined do not, in this conntry, eqoal its destmctiye energy. The 
waste of human life wronght every fíve years by onr two hnndred 
thonsand saloons is eqnal to the destmction of life by both annies, 
nnmbering millions of armed men, daring the entire War of the Be- 
bellion. In their hands strong drink is a weapon so fatal that the 
five hnndred thonsand dronkard-makers are able to accomplish more 
in the same period than f onr times their nnmber conld with shot and 
shell, fire and sword, and all the applianoes of modem warfare. The 
cmelty of war is not measnred by the nnmber of those who fall in 
battle» but by the nnntterable woe and bitter angnish of broken 
hearts and desolated homes. Most emphatically is it tme that the 
mere destmction of eighty thonsand Uves eveiy year affords no 
measnre of the relentless cmelty of the liqnor power in its war 
against society. To realize this yon mnst go to the dishonored 
homes, qnestion the broken hearts» read the voiceless misery in wan 
and haggard faces, hear helpless children cry for food, see them 
stricken down by dmnken and inf nriated fathers, and sometimes 
even bybesotted mothers, witness the debanchery and ruin of youth, 
and the uitter degradation, ignorance, poverty, and misery which 
everywhere and always accompany the victims of the saloon. 

"Alas» how tme and terrible is this indictment of the saloon ! 
Oh, that from every hill-top and valley, from mountain and prairie, 
from city and hamlet, from Lakes to Gulf, and from sea to sea there 
might this day arise the nnited voice of onr sizty millions of people 
in most solemn Declaration of Independence of this cruel king whose 
injuries and usurpations threaten the destmction of onr free Govern- 
ment I As did onr fathers when they resolved to throw off the abso- 
luto tyranny of a bad king, so let us give oertain facts to a candid 
world. 

** This monster, sitting supremo in the politics of this country, 
has enacted lawa authorizing him to open in all our towna and 
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citíes sUnghter-hooses oí men, women, and children, and of all 
Tirtne. 

*' He has enaoted laws pennittíng him to iransform men into 
beasts. 

"He 18 the direot canse of nine tenths of the woes and sorrows 
whioh blight and curse onr people. 

''He, hiding his monstrous deformity nnder the fonns of law 
enacted by his own vassals, over whose heads he cracks the slave. 
driyer's lash in halls of legislation, mainiains at onr expense an army 
of miscreants, who at the very doors of onr homeis, and in the shad- 
ows of onr sanctnaries, prosecnte the work of mnrder and death. 

** He has despoiled labor, bnrdened property with excessive tax- 
ation, impoverished whole commnnities, hindered edncation, cor- 
rnpted moráis, fostered crimes, aided all classes of vice and wrong, 
and plonged his nnhappy viotims into shame and degradation. 

*' He woold have ns transmit to onr children a heritage of distil- 
leries, breweries and saloons, and chain to the weary backs of society 
increasing bnrdens of panpers, crimináis, idiots, and insane. 

*' He seizes and debanches innooent children, tears sons from the 
arms of sorrowing mothers, and bears them away to dishonored 
graves. 

** He wrings hot tears from the eyes of widows whose hnsbands 
he has saorifíced at the shrine of the dronkards' Moloch. 

" He sits snpreme in the National Gongress and makes laws in the 
country's capital. 

" He govems coorts of jostice, and makes ministers of the law 
and legislatnres his lackeys. 

'* He silences the preacher in his pnlpit, and mnzzles the editor at 
his desk. 

** He wastes, direotly and indirectly, in his reveis, annnally more 
than a thonsand millions of onr dollars, and marshals in his stagger- 
ing procession to death and hell a half million of onr people. 

"He is a cold, heartless, cruel murderer and assassin of the deep- 
est dye. 

** He counts his victims by millions. His butcheries go on daily 
and nightly within sight of the portáis of our homes. We can hear 
the shrieks of his victims and the wail of the bereaved. 

''He is the howling, prowling, destroying wolf, with soorching, 
fíerce breath, descending upon every fold, slaying and devouring our 
best loved. Let us rise in our united might as did our ancestors 
in Oíd Windham at the cali of Israel Putnam on Pomfret Heights in 
the last eentury. Let us hurU this wolf to his den and shoot him. 
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** The time woiild fail me to tell the thonsandth part of the evils^ 
mnltiplying and destmctiye, that flow ont of the infamons liquor 
traffic, and in all this vast throng the great evil has no friend. Dear 
friends, have we the courage this day to issue, and thereto affix our 
Bígnatnres in the pronounced handwriting of John Hanoock, our new 
Declaration of Independence ; and with a firm reliance on Divine 
Providence, pledge oar lives, and fortune, and onr sacred honor that 
from this day henoeforth no word or act of onrs may be constmed 
into allegiance to this felón king? He must be driven from his 
places of power and ntterly overthrown. The conflict is npon ns. 
It is a life-and-death stmggle. Oh, for an nprising of righteons in- 
dignation, for an aronsed American conscience, for patriotic devo- 
tion to home and country like that which gave inspiration and faith 
to Joñas Parker and his neighbors when they reddened the village 
green of Lexington with their blood on that glorioas morning a cen- 
tury and more ago, when the oíd Bevolntion barst into magnificent 
blossoms as the shot was fíred that echoed ronnd the world ; for an 
enlightened publio opinión, the mightiest advócate of any question, 
for the combined forces of Christian home, Ghristian Ohnroh, and 
Christian commonwealth in battle array against the traffio in theft 
and murder until it shall be thundered from every political Sinai, 
national and State, * Thou shalt not, ' and there shall be no legalized 
saloon vhere floats the starry flag of the free I Not nntil then will 
the infamóos bnsiness cease ; not nntil then will we be delivered 
from its Satanic sorceries. Temporizing policies are a failure. 
. * * Under all systems of license, regulation or tax, the work of ruin 
and death goes on. Myriads of homes are poisoned, the prosperity 
of the nation is undermined, the strength of our race wasted, mill- 
ions are hurried to ear]y and dishonored graves, and a lurid shadow 
is cast upon the life beyond. The prohibition of the liquor traffic is 
the demand of the people, and politicians and statesmen who fail to 
heed it are treasuring up wrath against the day of wrath. Prohibi- 
tion is in the air. The nation's heart is beginning to throb to its 
music. Its coming is whispered on every breeze. The rising tide 
breaks all along the shore, and each sucoeeding white-fringed billow 
washes farther up the strand. 

" Nothing can resist the onward márch of a genuine ref orm. Every 
such movement enters into and becomes a part of the Messianio pur- 
pose to set judgment in the earth. Agitation on this question is the 
duty of the hour. Let it go on from press, platform, and pulpit, in 
the prayer-meetings, and at the ballot-box, until every patriot who 
loves his countiy, every Christian vho loves his God, every philAu^ 
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thropist who loves his race, every father who loves his child, every 
son oí the Bepnblic, will, a marshalled host, nplif t the Gonstitntion as 
a banner o£ reform, and nnder its folds march to the baUoi-bozes of 
the land, and nnder an avalanche of £reemen*s ballots bnry beyond 
resnrrectíon the American saloon. Then shall onr whole Union be- 
come the citadel of sobriety, the national ñame be pnrged of this great 
shame, and onr glorions banner, 

" * Whose hnes are all of heavcn, 
Its red the Bunset's dye, 
The whitenePB of the moonlit cloud, 
The blue of moming eky, * " 

shall be the flag of hope for all mankind as it floats over onr sober, 
free, and happy people — 

" ' 0*er the hi£^ and o'er the lowly 
Floats that banner bright and holy, 
In the rays of freedom's enn, 

In our nation^s heart embedded, 

O^er onr Union newly wedded, 
One in all, and all in one. 

" * liet that banner float f orever I 
May its Instrons stare palé never, 
Till the atare shall palé on high ; 
While there^B right the wrong defeating, 
While there^s faith in trae hearts beaüng, 
Tmth and f reedom shall not die. 

" * As it floatod long before ns. 
Be it cver floating o'er ns, 
O'er onr land fiom shore to shore I 
There are freemen yet to wave it, 
Millions who wonld die to save it, 
Ware it, save it, evennore.' " 



One other formality remained for General Fisk, oven 
thongh his speech at the Metropolitan Opera House had 
f ormally placed him before the country as its Prohíbition 
candidate for President. According to enstom, there 
mnst be a wrítten acknowledgment of his nomination, 
and this he made in the f oUowing : 
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LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE. 

Seabrioht. N. J., Jnly 25, 1888. 

HoN. Samuel Dickie, Chairman : 

My Deab Sis : With a grateful sense of the honor 
conferred upon me by the Prohibitíon Party, at its late 
National Convention, and with eqnal appreciation of the 
responsibilities involved therein, 1 accept the nomination 
which I did not seek^ and which I eamestly desired 
fihould pass me by, and with God's help will bear onr 
standard of Prohibitíon as best I can throngh this Presi- 
dential campaign. And thiiB f ormally responding to tho 
formal notification received at yonr hands, it is fit and 
proper that I add some further words. 

Within a few years the temperanee reform has alto- 
gether changed f ront. In the great conflict which has 
been and yet is waging, temporáneo forces no longer 
face hnman appetite and habit alone ; they oppose legis- 
lation, law, the purpose of political partios, the policy of 
State and nation. What law creates, law alone can kill. 
The creature of law, the saloon — the liqnor traffic — can 
die only at law's hand, or the hand of law's executor. 
Conceived in avaricious iniquity, born of sinfnl legisla- 
tivo wedlock, the licensed saloon, the legalized liqnor 
traffic, bastard child of a civilization professing purity 
and virtue, must be strangled by the civilization which 
begat it, or that civilization must go forover branded 
with the scarlet letter of its own shame. 

It is not enough that we reform the individual ; we 
must reform the State. The policy of great eommon- 
wealths, of a whole people, must be re-made and put in 
harmony with sound economic principies, the trae co- 
operation of industrial effort, the essential conditíons of 
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national prosperity, and the genuíne brotherhood of 
man. 

So broad a demand as this can be met in but one way, 
It has been well said : " A political reform can become 
a fact in government only through a political party that 
administers government." A reform so vast as this we 
advócate, involving snch radical changes in State and 
national policy, is ntterly dependent, for its agitation 
and consummation, upon some party agent or forcé. To 
give it snccess, to make it indeed and indispntably a faict, 
that party forcé or agent must be in ful I accord with the 
reform, and must have in itself the power of successf ul 
achievement apart from those elements and influences 
alien to the reform. No party which is made public 
administrator by the enemies of temperance, or which 
owes the election of its candidates to saloon influences, 
can ever establish Prohibition as a binding fact in govern- 
ment anywhere. 

It was with great reluctance that I accepted these con- 
clusions and came to admit the imperativo need of a new 
party, while yet the party of my oíd choice — the national 
Republican Party — maintained its organization. I had 
foUowed with pride and patriotic love that party's flag, 
while above it floated the Starry Banner for which so 
many brave patriots f ell. I had seen that party establish 
as a fact in government one political reform dear to me 
from boyhood, a boon to millions in bondage and a glory 
to us all. A long, long time I waited, against conviction 
and the logic of political events, hopíng that my oíd 
party wonld take up this oíd reform with changed f ront 
and new condítions, and make it also the fact so many mill- 
ons craved, and for which they pleaded before men and 
God. It cost me the sacrifico of cherished associations, 
when, fonr years ago, I enroUed myself in the ranks 
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of party Prohibitioiiists, nnder the flag of Prohi- 
bition bleached snowj whíte by the tears of smitten 
women and children throtigh generations of sorrow and 
want. 

I have seen no hour of regret. Every day since then 
has sbown yet more clearly the logic of my conree, and 
the inevitable trnth of my conclnsions. In Michigan, ín 
Texas, in Tennessee and Oregon, so-called non-partisan 
efEorts to establish Prohibition have f ailed throngh par- 
tisan necessity bom of liqnor elementa in old-party com- 
position. In lo wa, and Bhode Island , and Maine, the laws 
have been shamelessly defíed f or like reason. The entire 
trend of things, these last f onr yeare, has proven hope- 
less the broader range of Prohibition effort throngh non- 
partisan means, and eqnally fntile, as a final consnmma- 
tion, the narrower methods of local option and high 
license ; while f rom the Supremo Conrt itself has come, 
with Btartling emphasis, a declaration so nationalizing 
this ref orm that it can never be made of local or State 
limitation again. No lines of territorial wish or will can 
hereafter bar the liquor traffic and its fearful brood, 
while by national policy that traffic is recognized as 
legitímate, and while nnder that policy the National 
Government derives revenue therefrom. 

The National Democratic Party in its platform ntters 
no word in condemnation of the greatest foe of the Re- 
pnblic — the liqnor traffic. That party having stead- 
fastly, in its utterances at national conventions, main- 
tained its allegiance to the American saloon, it was no 
disappointment to any one that at St, Lonis, in 1888, it 
reaffirmed its oíd position on this the greatest question 
now being debated among men. 

*' The firet concern of good govemment," said the 
recent National Kepnblican Convention at Chicago, " is 
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the virtne and sobriety of the people, and the purity of 
the home.'^ 

ilevenue, then, is not the Government' s chief concern, 
whether coming from intemal taxation or from a tarifiE 
on importations ; and any source of revenue wliich dis- 
counts '' the virtue and sobriety of the people " and 
begets impurity in the home, should be the first object 
assailed by every party professing to seek good govem- 
ment ; while the revenue derived from such a source 
should be the first to be forswom — not alternatively, f or 
sake of a protective tariff , but positively, f or sake of pro- 
tection dearer and more vital than the tariff can ever 
yield. Had I not left the Eepublican party four years 
ago, I should be compelled to leave it now, when, after 
reading the words I have quoted, from a resolution sup- 
plemental to but not included in its platform, and find- 
ing in these words my own idea of government's '' chief 
concern " set forth, I search the long platform through 
in vain to find condemnation of the saloon, or hint of 
purpose to assail it, or any sign of moral consciousness 
that the saloon is a curse, and its income too unholy for 
the nation to share. 

If the '* chief concern " has no place in a party's plat- 
form, and a party has no policy as to that " chief con- 
cern," that party does not deserve the support of men 
who love good govemment and would see it maintained. 

The Eepublican Party knows to-day, and knew at 
Chicago, in June, that the public surplus, which in 1884 
it declared dangerovSy and then proposed to reduce, 
comes, about ninety per cent of it, from a source more 
dangerous than the surplus — the liquor traffic. 

When the greatest Eepublican statesman declared, in 
1883, that *' it is better to tax whiskey than farms, and 
homesteads, and shops," he knew, as he and his col- 
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leagues know now, that to tax whiskey íb to tax farms, 
and homesteads, and shops — since it is always these which 
pay the tax — that nine tenths of the surplus representa 
want in the home, impurity in the home-life, crime on 
the Street, paralysis in the shop, and an impaired demand 
for the products of the farm. These men must know 
these things, for these things are plain as the multiplica- 
tion-table. And they must realizo that the swift way to 
reduce the surplus is to end the national policy of rev- 
enue from liquor ; that the right way is to end it by de- 
claring the manufacture, importation, transportation and 
sale thereof public crimes against good govemment, and 
by prohibiting and punishing them as such. 

The Prohibition Party's ^^chief concern" is for the 
purity of the home and the virtue and sobriety of the 
people. It asserted this, in plain and unmistakable 
térras, at Indianapolis ; and it f urther plainly said that 
^' the burdens of taxation should be removed from food, 
clothing, and other necessaries of life." It is to-day 
the only avowed and consistent party ally which the 
home and labor have, for it would make the blessings 
of home cheap, and remove altogether its curses ; it 
would bring labor to sobriety, and ensure employment ; 
it would keep the faetones busy to clothe labor, the 
farms active to feed it, and would give to our whole in- 
dustrial system the Ímpetus of a prosperity never yet 
known, and never possible till the saloons are put away. 

That party is not labor's truest friend which would 
bar the importation of paupers from abroad, or cióse the 
tariff door of competition to pauperized foreign indus- 
try, and then by a liquor system perpetúate the manu- 
facture of paupers and crimináis in our own midst, with 
whom honest labor must compete, and whom largely 
honest labor must support. 
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I Bhall bear with glad heart and reverent hands the 
only party standard on which is inscribed — " For God, 
and Home, and Natíve Land ;" the standard of the only 
party which recognizes God as the sonrce of government, 
and would defend His holy day from desecratíon ; 
which is the guardián of home's best interests and the 
defender of the nation throngh these ; and which, bury- 
ing the dead past of sectional strife and bittemess, wonld 
build a living future on the sure basis of sober raan- 
hood, and pnre womanhood, and untainted yonth, for all 
onr united country. 

It was my privilege to aid in the good work of restor- 
ing peace and goodly fellowship, and in assisting to estab- 
lish industrial relations under the new order of things, at 
the South, after war had swept bare so large an área of 
our national heritage ; and I hold no other service of my 
lif e of such account as that which brought order, and the 
retum of property, and the rights of protected labor, to 
a large región prostrated by the arbitrament of arms. 
And now, when more than twenty years have passed, 
and the last sword of rebellion has been beaten into the 
ploughshare of loyal peace, and a new South, knowing no 
other than the Union flag, rejoices in the nation's " new 
birth of freedom,' ' 1 count it the truest glory of patriot- 
ism to lead where men of the South and men of the North 
alike may foUow, black as well as white, with equal faith 
in the national reform to be achieved, with equal fidelity 
to the Union we w^uld protect from its only remaining 
foes. And I rejoice that, standing on the platform so 
well framed at Indianapolis, which so admirably recog- 
nizes other great principies than this of Prohibition — de- 
claring, as we do declare, that citízenship " rests on no 
mere circumstance of race, color, sex, or nationality," 
and affirming, as we always shall affirm, the f uU rights 
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of citizenship for all — standing ever, as we miist, for the 
defence of the weak and the oppressed, we can and do 
aseert that Prohibition is ^^ the domínant issue in national 
politics,' ' and we can and do " invite to full party fellow- 
ship all who on this one dominant issue are with ns 
agreed," believing that, as we settle this broad question 
for the right so shall we best conserve the welf are of our 
entire natíon and of every class within it, so shall we 
make certain the wise and speedj settlement of eveiy 
lesser qnestion involved and arising, so shall we prove 
ourselves Christian patriots, and ordain the perpetuity 
of this Christian Eepublic. 

Faithf ully yours, 

Clinton B. Fisk. 
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LIFE OF JOHIIsr AlSrDEESOIÍ BROOKS. 



CHAPTEE I. 

BOYHOOD AND YOÜTH. 



John Andebson Brooks was born in Masón County, 
Ky., in 1836, on the farm which had been his grand- 
father's. His father, John T. Brooks, was born there in 
1808, and was educated for and became some time a 
practitioner at the bar, but later devoted himself to the 
Christian ministry as a member of the Church of the 
Disciples. John T. Brooks married Elizabeth B. Ander- 
son, daughter of Captain John W. Anderson, a wealthy 
planter and slave-owner of Masón County ; and her 
mother, before marriage, was a Cook. The Andersons 
and Cooks were originally from Virginia, and related to 
the large and influential f amilies of like nomenclatnre in 
that State. 

Soon af ter Miss Anderson married Mr. Brooks, her 
father lost all his property, and died, leaving his heirs in 
destitnte circumstances. Ñor was Mr. Brooks in mnch 
better condition. The once large estáte of his father 
had dwindled to a small holding, encumbered with debt, 
and a few slaves ; and yet these mnst be made to snp- 
port the widow and three daughters, while somehow the 
son should find support also for himself and wife. This 
was the problem of life with which John T. Brooks was 
wrestling when his bo/s recoUections begin, and which 
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occupied all that good man's earlier years. Add to íts 
difflculties the conviction that he must preach the Gos- 
pel, and so subtract from his bnsiness opportonities and 
resulte, and yon reach the exact situation which obtained 
in the Brooks household when John A, carne to a boyhood 
he can now recAll, 

His father, 'Squire Brooks, as commonly designated, 
though a preacher, was not liberally edncated, for the 
solé school advantages enjoyed by him were those of the 
log school- house in that neighborhood. But he had the 
quickness of intellect and tenacity of purpose born of 
early mixed English, Irish, and "Welsh blood, and he 
largely made up for lack of ontside educational advan- 
tages by prívate study and persistent application. Henee 
he read law, and was able to practico it, and stndied the- 
ology sufficiently to become a preacher, though striving 
ineanwhile to make the small farm and the few negrees 
yield a living for those dependent upon these and him 
for maintenance. He became eminent in the church of 
his f aith for excellent judgment, the use of classical Eng- 
lish, and strong presentation of truth. He died in Mis- 
souri, in 1877, some years after removal there, and while 
devoting himself partly to editorial duties on the México 
Ledger. Of his worth, a leading contemporary said : 

'' He was an able minister of the Ohristian Church, and as an edi- 
torial wríter one of the ablest in the State. One of the earliest recol- 
lections of this writer was of the grave and dignifíed appearance, the 
always ^eatly dressed form, and proud step of Esquire Brooks, as he 
was caUed in all the country side of Masón Oounty, Ky. "We say 
prond, for he was : proud of his good ñame and stainless lineage ; 
and he had reason to be proud, for the blood that ooursed his veins 
was blue as that of any kingly Stuart. A better man or purer Ghrís- 
tian never lived or died in any age or country, and the boy 
whose waywardness he has often gently chided, now grown to 
manhood, hastens to lay this votiye garland apon his honored 
tomb." 
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The early opportunities of John A. Brooks were 
meagre. Comparative poverty surrounded him, and 
forbade both the sports and the study cornmon to young 
lads. When very small he was set to field labor with 
the negrees on the little farm. If he had shown less 
ambition, perhaps, he might have been spared some toil, 
bnt even at seven years of age he was eager to do the 
work of a man, and home conditions made all effort 
needfnl. At that time his father was one day ploughing 
in oats with an old-f ashioned shovel-plough, and the will- 
ing boy asked permission to try his hand. His father 
consenting, he made a round or two, and succeeded so 
well that he was left in possessíon of the field — to his 
great regret, as he would afterward confess. Two years 
later the double-breaking plough followed, with all the 
severo labor which that implied ; and to this day he feels 
a kind of pity for the boy he was, considering the work 
he was set to do. 

A white lad among black field-hands, with high spirit 
and nntamed will, he was ambitious to lead ; and lead 
he would. In his father' s absences as a preacher, the 
master of all work was Simón, a lusty negro, who bossed 
everything, and was the easy leader of those under him. 
One command of 'Squire Brooks to John was that he 
should never try to lead Simón, or to excel him ; that 
Simón must remain the acknowledged first at every task. 
It was a prohibition irksome to the boy destined one 
day to become a leader of Prohibitionists, and he had for 
a long time an unconquerable desire to viólate paternal 
law and put Simón in the shade. He did this, too, at 
last. Having excelled all the others with the reap-hook, 
and borne the taunts of oíd Simón several days, he de- 
termined to down that black overseer anyhow. Start- 
íng in behind the gang, with Simón at the fore, he 
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pasBed one bj one till reacliing Simon's side. Then 
there was a quiet race f or Bome roda, when with a sud- 
den spirit the fifteen-year-old boy went by the black 
man, and swept on exnltant, whíle all but Simón shouted 
o ver his defeat. With Simón it did not end in ** thumbs 
up." Simón was " down," indeed, and too much hu- 
miliated even for complaint to the boy's father, but 
many a time afterward John Bufiered at the oíd slave's 
hands for this deadly offence. 

Tobacco was the principal crop in Masón County, and 
its care continued the better part of every year. It was 
only in " the betweens" of tobáceo handling that the 
hard-worked lad could ha ve Bchool chances at all ; and 
these " betweens" were bríef. They came never while 
the crop was growing, and in winter, while its curing 
went on, they afforded but broken opportunities for 
Btudy. Loving books, however, and quick to leam, and 
so athirst for knowledge that he would sacrifico any- 
thing to attain it, John's progresa when at school kept 
easy pace with those about him, and held him abreast of 
his companions in every branch of study pursued. He 
had such resoluto will that he could and often did work 
hard all day and then toil at his text-books half the 
night. Many a time his mother went to his room and 
robbed him of his light at a late hour, that he should be 
forced to abandon study and seek sleep. He read with 
avidity every volume on which he could place his hand ; 
and it was during these years of growing, toiling boy- 
hood that he gained his extensivo knowledge of history 
and laid the foundation of his college course. 

He was a great favorito at homo and at school. Com- 
bativo by nature, active in disposition, of a temperament 
high-wrought and impulsivo, he yet made friends of 
young and oíd. He sought no encounters of any kind, 
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Bave those of peaceful rivalry, but when assailed he was 
not bIow to respond. 

His controversia! activities began at the age of twelve 
years. Hon. Elijah Currens then brought together the 
youth of that community in his own parlors, and organ- 
ized them into a debating society, wherein John A. 
Brooks took eager part. Four years later the same 
gentleman, then Grand Worthy Patriarch of the Sons of 
Temperance, granted a special dispensation and admitted 
him to the local división, preliminary to taking him 
around the adjacent country for. temperance talks. He 
had evinced such talent for public speaking, thus early, 
that Mr. Currens felt justified in this course ; and thus 
his temperance work began when he was yet but a 
stripling. 

At seventeen he entered Bethany College as a Fresh- 
man, and pushed rapidly to the front. Here, as before, . 
he would not let others lead. He was in haste to know 
and to do. He hungered for the severer contests of act- 
ual life. His ambition craved mastery, and a place 
where there were masterful chances. He crowded a 
four years' curriculum into three, and graduated with 
honors in 1856. 

In college his mental tendencies were confirmed, and 
his moral convictions fixed. A wide reader, and deeply 
interested in current topics of debate, he became a parti- 
san as naturally as young men of his type must. Beth- 
any College, situated on the border-line between free- 
dom and slavery, and receiving students from both sides 
of that line, was an active theatre of discussion and of 
partisanship, touching the great question that was as 
much up for settlement between 1852 and 1857 as is the 
Hquor traflSc now. There met in daily contact, the hot- 
blooded fire-eater of the South, the hot-headed Aboli- 
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tionist of the Nortli, and the cooler conservative from 
either sectioi), who daily discussed the issne of those 
times. 

Toung Brooks was radically Southern, in temper and 
sympathy, and he took the extreme Southern side. Yet 
with all his firo and vigor he stood f or free speech. He 
consídered the black man inferior, and fit only to be a 
slave ; but for the white man who held otherwise he 
claimed the right of opinión, and the right to voice that 
opinión when and where he would. Upon one occasion 
an older fellow-student, of opposite political faith, 
preached an Abolition sermón, aifd nearly all the slavery 
adVocates but Brooks left the church before it was 
ended, and hastily prepared to mob the Northern offender 
when he should come f orth. Brooks and a few others 
declared against the outrage, and said they would de- 
fend the young man with their lives. They formed a 
cordón around him as he left the church, and saw hira 
safely home. Brooks hated the utterances of the Abo- 
litionist, and despísed him for making them, but in- 
sisted that f reedom of speech must be preserved. 

Up to the beginning of his college course Mr. Brooks 
had intended to enter the legal profession, and, young as 
he was, had commenced the elementary study of law 
under his father's direction. But the teaching and 
preaching of Alexander Campbell changed the whole 
trend of his life. The conviction that he, too, must be- 
come a preacher of the Gospel, as his father had become, 
grew upon him, and would not be put away. He strug- 
gled against it long and bitterly, His temperament in- 
clined him with strong leanings to a career where com- 
bativeness would tell most efficiently, and in which he 
could exercise his controversial talents to the f ullest ex- 
tent. He rebelled against the milder and more serene 
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work of the ministry. Yet he accepted it in full and 
final surrender of his own desire, and leaving Bethany 
when but twenty years oíd, went about his Master's 
work with prompt cheerfuhiess, as ambitions to push 
forward in that as in his boyish labore gone by. 
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CHAPTER II. 

rASTOB AND COLLEGE PBESIDENT. 

Mr. Brooks began preaching in the same communíty 
where he was raised, and began with " a protracted 
meeting." He had but three sermons arranged, and 
probably did not apprehend the success which carne. 
People ralKed f or miles around, and the movement grew 
in power from the start. The young preaeher grew 
with it, and went f orward successfully without the prep- 
aration nsnally deemed indispensable. The excitement 
spread beyond that locality ; his ñame became widely 
famiKar ; and for five years he was oceupied in Masón 
and the adjoining connties of Northern Kentucky, in 
pastoral, evangelical, and controversial effort, with re- 
sulte quite surprising. Thousands were brought inte 
the Church of the Disciples, which received an Ímpetus 
of growth and an accession of influence, through all that 
región, gratifying and lasting. There must have been 
strong magnetisra in the young man, and unusnal pulpit 
gifte, to yield such a harvest, even where the fields were 
. white. 

During his first year's ministry, he met in his native 
county Miss Sue E. Osbom, one of Kentucky's beautiful 
and accomplished young ladies, of a rare, refined nature, 
álmost ethereal, and won her to himself. They were 
married on October láth, 1857, and in three weeks, with 
heart near to breaking, the young husband laid her 
away — 



Digitized by 



Googk 



PASTOR AND COLLEGE PBESIDENT. 277 

*' Bnt a oold, white silenoe, with sainted face, 
And a smile that an ángel oí Qod might giace." 

He coveted reléase from service thereabouts, and 
wished greatly to go where memoríes would not be so 
abundant and powerfol ; he made up bis mind, in fact, 
to remove to Missouri, wbere already bis parents bad 
gone. But Flemingsburg beld bim f or a series of meet- 
ings tbere, and keepíng tbis engagement fíxed tbe af ter 
course of yeare. Tbe eburcb at Elemingsburg invitod 
bim to remain as its pastor wben tbe revival meetings 
were over. He declined, still meaning to go "West. Tbe 
presiding eider, a brotber of Govemor Bisbop, of Obio, 
asked liim wbat salary would induce bim to stay, and be 
named figures wbicb were intended to overmatcb any 
possible seriousness of consideration ; but Mr. Bisbop 
accepted tbem at once, and concluded tbe contract on tbe 
spot. 

He was not permitted, bowever, to settle down at ease 
in tbe pastoral care of one eburcb. He went about 
mucb, as bas .been intimated, in evangelistic ways, and 
erelong found bimself drawn into religious controversy, 
to wbicb, it may be assumed, be bad no grave objec- 
tion. Tbe Metbodists and tbe Disciples carne somebow 
into beated public debate, and it was natural, perbaps 
inevitable, tbat Mr. Brooks sbould stand as tbe defender 
of bis Cburcb. He was called for from many places, 
and gladly met every cali. Popular feeling ran bigb. 
Men of all classes grew absorbed in tbe sectarian discus- 
sions going on, and tbe topics tbere considered were up 
for debate as well on every bigbway and at every country 
store. For tbe pulpit contests tbe best talent was em- 
ployed on botb sides, and logic, wit, keen retort, and 
profonnd erudition bad tbeir frequent opportunity. 
One of Mr. Brooks's most notable debates, witb Bev. 
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Dr. Fitch, in Winchester, Ky., had pamphlet publica- 
tion and was widely scattered. 

The enconnter moBt happy for Mr. Brooks was at 
Bethel, Bath Connty, for during that discnssion he met 
Miss Sue E. Eobertson, to whom, after a brief court- 
ship, he was marríed, in 1859. She possessed remark- 
able attractíons, and was much sought after, but the 
brilliant and impetuous young Diseiple cleared the field 
of all competitors, and has been supremely gratef ul for 
his good fortune ever sínce. To them have been bom 
five children, one of whom lived but a few weeks. 
John T., the only son, is now married and in business at 
Kansas City ; Lida, the oldest danghter, has been sev- 
eral years her father's prívate secretary, and is known 
and loved by the temperance workers of Missouri ; 
Bessie is just blooming into womanhood, and five-years- 
old Susie is the pet and favorito of all. Dr. Brooks 
freely admits the helpf ul influence of his wife upon all 
his life these nearly thirty years. He needed, he con- 
cedes, the wise restraint of her gentleness, and her 
calm, equable disposition ; and to her he credits his suc- 
cess in varíed lines of being and doing, while she mod- 
estly disclaims any hand in his achievements, and con- 
f esses herself proud of his career. 

While he remained at Flemingsburg the church there 
determined to establish a college to meet the demands 
of Northeastem Kentucky for an academical institution. 
Mr. Brooks raised the money wherewith to erect the 
necessary building, snperintended the erection thereof, 
and tumed it over to the Board of Curators. Then, not 
wishing to qnit his chosen calling, he resigned the pas- 
torate, that a distinguished educator might accept the 
pastorate and the college presidency together, marrying 
the salary of both places ; but the infant college was a 
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f ailure the first year, though equipped with a f uU f aculty. 
Mr. Brookfl was urged to take the presidency and con- 
troUing management, and consented, under stípulation 
that he should retire so soon as the institution might 
come to a self-sustaining basis. This end was achieved 
in two years, when there were two hundred students in 
attendance, an able corps of instructors, and prosperity 
in each department. It was on acconnt of his success 
here that his Alma Mater gave him the honorary degree 
of A.M. 

It was during the first year of the war that Dr. Brooks 
took charge of this school. And those were warm times 
in that neighborhood, for Fleoiingsbnrg was on debat- 
able ground, one day in the Union lines and the next, 
perchanee, in the Confedérate. Both armies occupied 
it, or contested for it, and worried its inhabitants with 
their vacillations. The Southern Methodist Conference 
met there on one occasion when a company of Union 
soldiers held the town. Pickets were thrown out by 
these, and all egress was denied, and rumor said that 
each member of the conference would be required to 
take the iron-clad oath then provided for all rebels, 
such as most of those preachers were known to be. 

On Sunday moniing, as the bells rang out their tune- 
ful cali to church, pickets west of town reported a flag 
of truce, borne by one Pete Everett, who said that 
Humphrey Marshall's troops were just over the liill, 
and who in his ñame demanded unconditional surrender 
of the place. The Federal commander, though uneasy, 
was brave, and gathered hJs little command in the court- 
house to make fight. Everett, with a score of men, 
waited on the hill, ostensibly to hear from Marshall's 
forcé behind him, and then issued an order to dear the 
town of women and children, as attack would begin in 
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thirty minutes. It was all a flimsy mse, but effectnal. 
Women and children left for the fields, and with them 
went those preachers who did not wish to take the hated 
oath. One of them wafi a guest of Dr. Brooks, who has 
never seen him since, and who sometimes wonders if he 
is fleeing yet. 

An inddent of the same períod illostrates the grit in 
and firmnefis of Dr. Brooks's character. The Union 
Legislatnre of Kentucky had passed a law compelling all 
teachers to take an iron-clad oath of non-sympathy with 
the Bebellíon. This oath Dr. Brooks had resolved 
never to accept, and yet it embarrassed him greatly. 
His Board of Cnrators was eomposed of both Unionists 
and rebels, all f ríendly to their president, and desirons 
that he continué in his position ; but because he was a 
known rebel sympathizer, and refosed to swear other- 
wise, the Grand Jury, then in session, were about to in- 
dict him. One of the curators, himself a magistrate, 
visited the coUege, and informed Mr. Brooks of the 
proposed indictment and arrest, and urged him to take 
the oath and save trouble. Looking him steadily in the 
eye, Mr. Brooks said : 

" My dear sir, yon know me, and you know that I will 
never take that oath. I cannot swear to a lie ; I would 
go to prison first. My horse is now saddled, and in two 
minutes I will be on his back, and on my way to Mar- 
shall's army. I am not going to prison ; I will not take 
the oath.'* 

" But," said the curator, " it will ruin the eollege 
and the church." 

" So be it," said Brooks ; ^' I had rather ruin both 
than to perjure my soul. But if you are so anxious for 
me to stay, as you are a magistrate, I will take an oath 
such as I may prescribe ; and you can retum to the 
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Grand Jury room and say that yon have jast come from 
the administration of that oath to me and thns stop pro- 
ceedings. I will take thís oath : ^ I solemnly swear that 
I will snpport the Constitntion of these United States 
and of the State of Kentncky as long as I am a citizen 
of this State.' '' And this oath, there and then taken, 
was the only one to which he ever subscribed during the 
war, though the experience ref erred to did not cióse all 
his difficulties growing out of secessíon sympathy. 

In 1862 the Union authorities in Kentncky determined 
snmmarily to arrest certain leading ministers of his 
Chnrch, and throw them into prison, as a wholesome Íes- 
son to all, Hoping 80 to check rebellions tendencies and 
weaken the Confedérate canse. The most distingnished 
minister in the Chnrch of the Disciples at that time was 
Dr. "Winthrop H. Hopkins, a. warm personal friend of 
Mr. Brooks. Dr. Hopkins was arrested at Lexington, 
and sent to the military prison at Lonisville. On his 
way there he passed throngh Eminence, where Mr. 
Brooks was then preaching, having lef t Flemingsburg, 
and shook hands with the latter from the car-window, 
whispering, as he did so, 

" 1 am gone up, and yon are second on the list.'' 

Knowing what this meant, Mr. Brooks grew more 
wary, and set himself to avoid arrest. Inflnential f riends 
were vigilant in his behalf , and arranged to wam him 
when danger came near. Waming came on one Sunday 
moming after his sermon's cióse. He was to be arrested 
and imprisoned next day. That night he slipped out of 
town, and sought the saf eguard of some . rebel f ofces 
then in Northeast Kentncky, with whom he remained 
awhile, until the excitement passed over. Then he re- 
tumed and quietly resumed pastoral duty in his oíd field. 

Mr. Brooks was never an enlisted soldier, though all 
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his sympathies and hopes lay with the rebel side. He 
did not hesitate to f eed and clothe rebel soldíers at any 
time, to nnrse them when wonnded and to care f or them 
wbenever in bis power ; and tbis, too, in tbe face of 
General Bnmside's order making deatb tbe penalty for 
flucb aid. He believed tbey were figbting for tbe rigbts 
gnaranteed bim and otbers by tbe Gonstitation, and be 
was as loyal to tbem as be tbongbt tbey were loyal to 
said rigbts. But it sbonld be said also tbat be never 
refnsed to care for Federáis in need, wben cali was made 
npon bim in tbeir extremity. B[is bnmanity was not 
less qníck and responsivo tban was bis sectional feeling 
and bis love of State rigbts. 

In 1865 Mr. Brooks left Eminence, wbere bis pastor- 
ate was bigbly snccessful, and took cbarge of tbe cburcb 
at Wincbester. His Eminence people voted nnani- 
monsly, save one man out of tbree bundred, to bave bim 
remain, but Wincbester needed bim. Tbe cburcb tbere 
was large, and all broken up by tbe war, baving at one 
time botb a Union and a rebel preacber. He remained 
tbere five years, and restored unity, cburcb fellowsbip, 
and admirable religious feeling. BLe counts tbat pastor- 
ate tbe most fortúnate and efficient in bis experience. 
Wben be retired from it, in 1870, to take cbarge of tbe 
First Cbristian Cburcb in St. Louis, every member of 
bis congregation protested. Tbe love between pastor 
and people was tbere sometbing uncommon, and very 
beautiful to see. He bad brougbt tbem all into tbe 
fruits of Gospel peace. Tbey were lotb to bid bim 
good-by. Notbing but bis long desire to make a resi- 
dence in tbe West, and tbe opening tbere of wider fields 
of usefulness, induced bim to sever tbe ties so dearly 
cberisbed and so binding, yet be bas never regretted 
tbe cbange. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OHAPTER IIL 

MASTBB WOSKMAK AND PBOHIBITION LEADER. 

In the eighteen years since his removal to Missouri, 
Dr. Brooks has held snccessful pastorales in St. Lonis, 
México, "Warrensburg, and Belton, and now has charge 
of the Independence Avenne Christian Chnrch at Kansas 
City. He has also done wide evangelistic work, bap- 
tizing many thonsand converts. For three successive 
years he presided over the General Conference of hls 
Church in Missouri, and with entíre satisfaction. It is 
said, to-day, by those who should know, that no man in 
the denomination of Disciples, in tliat whole State, 
wields greater influence, or carries more weight than 
he. His activities ha ve been ever varied, and his ener- 
gies always aggressive. He has not stood content with 
modérate effort and average returns. His nativo desire 
to push forward and achieve mastery has never left him. 
He was bom to keep in the ffont rank. 

His inclination to reach out in many ways early iden- 
tified him with organizations outside the Church. One 
of these, and the one which he holds in warmest regard, 
is known as the Ancient Order of United "Workmen. 
It is reputed the oldest benevolent institution, or order, 
in the conntry, as it is numerically the largest. Its 
geographical jurisdiction extends all over the United 
States and Canadá, and it disburses annually two mili- 
ions of doUars to the widowed and fatherless. It is a 
mighty brotherhood. Dr. Brooks has been a member 
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of the Bupreme body— -the kw-making" power — several 
years, and has had much to do with shaping its polity 
and mouldíng its administration. 

It does not exist f or the ordinary purposes of a secret 
order," bnt is pnrely benevolent. As such it had a gen- 
uine '^ boom" in Missouri, beginning about the time of 
Dr. Brooks's early active comiection with it. In 1877 
there were but twenty lodges in the State ; the next 
year these and their membership had donbled. He was 
choeen Grand Foreman in 1879, and Grand Master 
Workman in 1880, since which time he has attended 
every meeting of the Supremo Lodge. In 1886 he was 
nnanimonsly elected Supreme Master "Workman — the 
head of the entire order — and his administration was one 
of the most successful ever attained in the history of the 
organization. He regards his elevation to the Supremo 
Mastership as one of the greatest honors ever conferred 
upon him, and holds himself at the order's cali f or ser- 
vice and sacriflce whenever he is needed. 

As has been said, his temperance efforts began when 
he was very yonng. After his early identification with 
the Sons of Temperance, he became a Good Templar, 
and was conspicuously active in that temperance order, 
often appearing on the floor of the Grand Lodge. 

When " the Murphy movement '' struck Missouri, in 
'78 and '79, Dr. Brooks threw himself into it with his 
accnstomed zeal, and his appeals in behalf of total ab- 
stinence were most effective. TJp to that time all his 
temperance activities had been along the oíd lines of 
moral suasion ; he had never thought much about the 
legal side of this reform. But the more he labored to 
save men f rom their cups, the more futile appeared such 
labor with the saloon left unmolested, the more imper- 
ative did it become, in his opinión, to prohibit the liquor 
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traffic. Thinkíng so, and feeling always intensely what 
he thought, he began talking his mind rather freely in 
the '* Murphy meetings," much to the constemation of 
those mild-mannered temperance evangelists whose motto 
was, " "With charity for all and malice toward none," 
and whose methods meant no harm to saloon-keepers. 
!Natarally they carne to dísparage his utterances, and be- 
tween him and them there has been no real fellowship 
since. Perhaps, like the craftsmen of Ephesus, they 
feared the ruin of their bnsiness if Prohibition doctrine 
shonld prevail. 

But moral suasion talk led naturally to legal suasion 
endeavor. Months of agitation through Missouri re- 
sulted in the published cali for a convention, to meet in 
Sedalia, July éth, 1880 ; and to this convention, when 
held, carne twenty-five delegates, who organized the 
Prohibition State AUiance, and chose Dr. Brooks Presi- 
dent. With this organization began the real battle 
against liquor in Missouri, and it has not ceased a day 
since. 

Preaching on Sundays to his charge at México, Dr. 
Brooks travelled from one end of the. State to the other, 
arguing for Prohibition from the time that alliance was 
formed ; and the first result was a Legislature elected 
under pledge to submit a Prohibitory Constitutional 
Amendment to the people. And submission would have 
followed, but for the management of party leaders, 
speaking from Washington by conmiand of Mr. Schade, 
the brewers' attomey, kept there at national head- 
quarters under large pay. The amendment was de- 
feated for lack of a few votes in the Upper House, as 
hafi happened more than once in Legislatures not Dem- 
ocratic, at the North. The national part/s necessity 
compelled submission' s defeat ; and why those few 
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votes were lacking in the Músfiouri Senate, some Dem- 
ocratic politidans and certain Sepublican brewers conld 
tell, if so disposed. 

There was increased Prohibítíon sentiment in the 
Democratic Party, as nobodj could doubt ; and this 
fact grcatlj enconraged Dn Brooks, while it as greatly 
alanned the liqnor men. Earnestlj believing that polít- 
ica! leaders mnst respeet the popular will, the allianoe 
met in 1882, at Cameron, and resolved to pnsh on agí- 
tation and the mannfactnre oí Prohibítíon sentiment 
with greater zeal, determined to secnre the next General 
Astemblj, beyond any peradventnre, and forcé their 
pet measnre throngh. Of conrse the brewers took f resh 
alarm, and Senator Yest, in their interest, took the field 
to down Prohibítíon. So taking the field, he took open 
issne with his partj ; for the Democrats, in conventíon 
assembled that season, had resolved, *^ That we favor 
the largest liberty consistent with the pnblic good." 
And this inoffensive ntterance was regarded by Dr. 
Brooks and his coadjators as a temperance plank ; in- 
deed, it was so regarded by the liquor side. 

Three influences or agencies were employed to bring 
the Democratic Party back into line with the brewers : 

1. High ¡ícense, as a professed temperance measure. 

2. Mr. Vest, as the eloquent advócate of the brewers. 

3. Personal abuse of Dr. Brooks, as the wretch who, 
nnder the guise of temperance and morality, had tumed 
the party over to the Kepublican theory of Prohibítíon. 

These influences were expected to stop the Prohibítíon 
craze, to cool the heads of f anatícal reformers, and to 
perpetúate the liquor system securely. They were 
worked for all they were worth, and the Missouri State 
campaígn of 1882 went upon record as remarkable in 
many ways. Senator Vest and Dr. Brooks were squarely 
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pitted against eacli other ineide the Democratic Parfcy ; 
for Mr. Vest planted himself on the national platform 
of that party, and Dr. Brooks put both f eet on the State 
platform, as everywhere interpreted for tcmperance, 
and their long debate carne to be ranked with that of 
Benton and Shannon, in Missouri, and of Lincoln and 
Douglas, in Illinois, on the earlier great reform. Mr. 
Vest was witty, sarcastic, fiery, and eloquent, but nnac- 
quainted with the history and philosophy of Prohibí 
tion ; while Dr. Brooks added to like platform gifts 
cióse familiarity with his theme, and the advantage of 
approaching it upon high moral and religions ground. 
It is probable that never, in his most combative earlier 
years, did Dr. Brooks covet a wider field for controver- 
sial exercise than was now aflEorded him, and he enjoyed 
it to the utmost. He blazed across the State like a hot 
cyclone. He ^mazed his opponent, who had made the 
seríous mistake of nnderestímating his abilities ; and he 
never f ailed to down Mr. Vest bef ore a f air audience. 

Again, a submission Legislatnre was elected ; again, 
the people looked to their representativos for honest 
service in legislativo halls ; again, the liqnor powers 
forced party managers to do their will. High license 
was sprung upon them, as being, with the brewers, a 
choice between iUs ; and members of the Legislature 
known to be temperance men, and chosen representa- 
tivos as such on the distinct issue up, snatched at any ex- 
cuse to serve party ends, voted for the sham, and made 
it Missourí's policy. Dr. Brooks opposed it with aU his 
might, declared it a subterfuge and a cheat ; but the 
party decree had gone forth, Democracy must nowhere 
be committed to Prohibition, the people must not rule, 
the commands of the brewere must be obeyed. 

It is true that some noble and influential Democrats 
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held with Dr. Brooks in ibis contest, and did moet val- 
íantlj aseail the Baloon. Ainong them were Mr. J. M. 
McMichael, Golonel William F. Switzler, Govemor 
Charles P. Johnson, and Govemor B. Gratz Brown. 
And concurring in their judgment, loth to leave the 
partj thej npheld, Dr. Brooks and his colleagnes of the 
State Alliance agreed to continué the fight along its oíd 
lines, and pulí true as Democrats yet another jear. 
The alliance met at Warrensburg that fall of 1883, and 
was welcomed by Miss Lida Brooks. Dr. Brooks, in 
his annnal address, reviewed the progress of Prohibition 
effort in behalf of constitutional amendments wherever 
proposed, citing Oregon, Maine, Ohio, lowa, Texas, 
Missouri, Indiana, and West Virginia, and briefly stat- 
ing what causes led to the defeat of submission in some 
States and the partial or complete failure of submission, 
when before the people, in others, and speaking more 
in detail of Missouri and of their late failure before the 
Legislature, he declared : 

" Two snccessive Legislatiires had lefused to snbmit the amend- 
ment to ihe yoters of the State, and that, too, in the face of a demand 
for sabmiasion snch as had neyer been manif ested before. This re- 
peated nnwillingness to trust the people aronsed an indignation which 
made itself f elt in eyery part of the State. Under the inflnenoe of 
this spirit the Uist Democratio Conyention assembled in Jefferson 
City. The fiepnbUcan brewers of St Lonis had entered into a con- 
traot with Demooratic leaders to transf er their yote to the Democratio 
Party, and to giye it a solid Democratio del^ation to Gongress npon 
oondition that the Democracy of the State wonld antagonize submis- 
sion and Prohibition ; they to f umish the sinews of war and the 
leaders to arrange matters in the Democratio camp. With this 
understanding the Democratio delegation appeared at Jefferson City, 
demanding an anti-Prohibition plank in the platform to be adopted. 
This was refused by the decisiye yote of 82 to 21. Whüe this yote 
was not an absoluto test of the submission stzength in the conyen. 
tion, yet friend and foe recognized it as the triumph of submission- 
ists in the party. On the other hand, the Bepublican Conyention 
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convening afterward in the same oity, at the diotation o£ the same 
brewers, dedared in favor o£ high license» the chair arbitrarily nüing 
out a motíon to amend." 

Then Dr. Brooks went on to show how, with the 
party overwhelmingly JEor submission, the brewere cap- 
tnred the party's executive, placed that and Mr. Vest 
upen the national platform, and made the State fíght as 
ehown, and how these brewers, f ailing bef ore the people, 
were again Bucceesfnl in fixing things with the Legisla- 
ture lo their entire satisfaction. " Principie, honor, 
and country all went down,' ^ he declared, " in the eager 
contest for the vote of the saloon-keeper.'* He was 
evidently sick of the whole Democratic sitnation, as de- 
termined by Democratic leadership. 

He grew sicker yet. For in a few months it became 
evident that acknowledged leaders were bonnd to com- 
mit the State party to its national saloon policy without 
reserve, and that Genersd Marmaduke, a violent opposer 
of Prohibition in speech and personal habit, was to be 
made the party's candidato for govemor, in open align- 
ment with that policy. On behalf of thé alliance, after 
no donbt could be entertained of the Democratic plan, 
Dr. Brooks interviewed leading Eepublicans, to see if 
they wonld not declare for Prohibition, and either nom- 
inate some Prohibition Democrat, like ex-Iieutenant- 
Govemor Johnson or Govemor Brown, or make no 
nomination and allow such a nominee to be pnt up by 
Prohibitíonists and pledge him their snpport. 

In accordance with this appeal, leading Bepnblicans 
held a conference at St. Louis, where the Democratic 
Prohibition element had representation through Judge 
James Baker. The decisión was to stand by the brew- 
ers. " We have little Republican strength outside St. 
Loiiis,'' said the leaders of that faith, **and here our 
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strength Kes with the brewing clasB. We shonld lose 
that were we to espouse temperance." Thus reasoning, 
they declined to accept the suggestions made ; and for 
Dr. Brooks, Judge Baker, Governor Johnson, and 
othere who believed with them, there was left only the 
altemative of a new party relation, or open support of 
Marmadnke and the saloons. Against this latter course 
conscience and patriotism made revolt ; and they issued 
the cali for a convention, to meet at Sedalía, Augnst 
19th, 1884. 

Radical State Prohibitionists, in favor of the National 
Prohibition Party and its candidates, had already called 
a convention to meet in Sedalia that day, and both caUs 
brought together a fine assemblage of men and women 
numbering nearly five hundred. Though they met in 
sepárate halls, they were in hearty accord on the matter 
of State action, and differed only as to endorsing a 
national ticket. A Committee of Conference was ap- 
pointed by each body, and their proceedings went f or- 
ward in cióse harmony. Af ter much enthusiastic discns- 
sion, and encouraging reports from the entire State, both 
bodies nominated Dr. Brooks for governor, and the 
issue of Prohibition was fairly and permanently made in 
Democratic Missouri. 

On September 6th Dr. Brooks f ormally accepted tliis 
nomination, in a letter which pungently told many 
truths. Among other things, he said : 

^' There can be no question in the mind of any intel- 
ligent citizen of the Eepublic, that the permanency and 
stability of our f orm of govemment depends upon the 
intelligence and morality of the voter." 

And after f urther utterance like this, he asked : 

*' Shall the Church and school, or the saloon and beer- 
garden, edúcate the futuro voters of tho Republiq 2'* 
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The campaign wliicli followed was hot and unsparing. 
Dr. Brooks had bumed his Democratic bridges behind 
him. He had fine opportunity to lash the opposition, 
for General Marmaduke, the Democratic candidate, was 
a known nser of liquors, and Mr. Ford, the Eepublican 
non\ineej was a wholesale whiskey-seller. But the Pro- 
hibition candidate held himself on the high plañe of 
principie, and made his canvass tell mightily for clean 
politics, honest parfcy methods, and the election of puré 
raen. In forty days he spoke in forty counties, and 
f rom two to four hours a day. He was much assailed, 
but his record could not be impeached. 

The election retums gave Mr. Cleveland 30,000 ma- 
jority, whilo Marmaduke ran in, as by the skin of his 
teeth, on a pitiful margin of 420. Ford led his ticket 
by about 5000. By the count of retuming boards Dr. 
Brooks was given 10,500 votes, but it was discovered 
af terward that in some counties the Prohibition vote was 
thrown out bodily, and some have believed that the 
vote so disallowed would have exceeded the vote re- 
turned. Clearly, the Republicans who had so professed 
temperance did not support Brooks ; indeed, their great 
organ, the Olohe-Deinocrat^ had advised them all to stand 
by Ford. 
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CHAPTER IV, 

NOMINATED FOB THE YICE-PBESIDBNCT. 

The campaígn of 1884 broaght Dr. Brocks into con- 
BpicQOQS promiuence, and the national leaders of Pro- 
hibition carne to look upon him as the natural head of 
their forcea through the Southwest. In 1886 he was 
appointed Southwestern District Agent for the National 
Prohibition Burean, and as such he visited Arkansas, 
Texas, Mississippi, Alabama, and Tennessee, doing effi- 
cient service for the cause. A former slave-holder, and 
a lif e-long Democrat, he could appeal to Southern reason 
wíth less of prejudice against him than met the North- 
ern Prohibitionist going there. He also visited the 
Eastem States during camp season, and appeared upon 
various platforms in New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio. 

At the great National Convention in Indianapolis, he 
was from the outset regarded as more certain than any 
other man to be ñominated with General Fisk. When 
roll-caU was progressing by States for a Vice-Presidential 
candidato, Mr. George C. Christian, an ex-Kentuckian 
of niinois, eloquently presented his ñame, summarizing 
what these pages have shown about him, and referring 
to him as ^^ the peer of any man in statesmanship, in 
loyalty, and in Christian character.'' His nomination 
was seconded by Mrs, Clara Hoffman, President of the 
Missouri State Woman's Christian Temperance ünion, 
in these words : 

" Mb. Pbbbid^nt : I am glad and happy to be ohosen to Yoioe the 
nnanimons sentiment of the delegation of Missonri for the oandidate 
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fhat bas been bronght forward— my bfother, Br. Jobn A. Biooks. 
[Applanse.] Haying worked side by side with bim for flye yeaní in 
tbe State of Misaouriy one of tbe most diffloolt States tbat we bave to 
work in ; one oí tbe border States, yon will remember ; baving 
worked witb bim side by side to break down tbe aristooraoy of rom, 
and to break down tbe prejndioe tbat bad been boilt np and main- 
tained against Probibition or anytbing looking toward Fiobibition ; 
against tbe voioe of woman being beard apon tbe platform or any- 
wbere ontside of ber borne, eyen tbongb it were beard in entreaty 
for protection to ber borne— I say, baying worked side by side witb 
Jobn A. Brooks doring tbese years, I stand bere prepared to speak of 
bis wortb, of bis ability, of bis loyalty, of bis oonrage, of bis matcb- 
less eloqaence, wbiob against all tbe odds tbat be bad to meet in tbe 
State of Hissoori be was able to overoome, taking a great Demooratio 
majority, a great arrogant majority, a great aristooratio majority in 
tbat State, and rednoing it to a mere pitifnl plarality in one oam- 
paign, never riyalled sinoe tbe matobless campaign made by Tbomas 
Benton in tbat State. I come bere to stand for and second tbe nom 
ination of Dr. )Jobn A. Brooks, beoanse I know of bis Obristian obar 
actor, beoatise I know of bis loyalty to tbe Probibition Farty, beoanse 
I know bow be set tbe wbeel in motion in tbat State by bis eamest, 
constant work witb tbe Legislatnre ; and I am prond to stand bere be 
fore yon to-nigbt and say tbat no man, from ooean toocean, ñor from 
tbe Great Lakes to tbe Gnlf , oan be foond wortbier to bear onr stand 
ard on to yiotory tban tbis man. I come to seoond tbat nomination, 
beoanse I know tbat bere we sbail tnüy baye a anión in oor stand 
ard-bearers— a trae anión tbat shall anite Nortb and Soatb, and 
East and West —tbat sball be tbe anión so toaobingly spoken of bere 
last nigbt of tbe Blae and tbe Gray. And I trast tbat tbis nomina- 
tion will receiye tbe ananimoas indorsement of tbis most magnifi- 
oent oonyentipn." [Applaase.] 

Kew Tork's total vote of one hundred and thirteen 

was thrown for Dr. Brooks, and his nomination foUowed 

finally by acclamation. He was called on for a speech, 

and ronsed his hearers, if possible, to a higher pitch of 

enthnsiasm than they had known since the outbreak over 

General Fisk's nomination ceased, an hoor before. In 

part, he said : 

" I wisb it were in my power to-nigbt to express to yon my feel- 
ings apon tbis oooasion. Haying placed at tbe bead of yoar ticket 
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that peerless American statesman, the príde not only of New Jersey 
bnt of this coimtry, and especially of my adopted State, of which he 
was so long a citizen, by your sufferance to-night and your partiality 
I shall believe, you ha ve placed me with him npon this ticket I 
confess to yoa tonight that but one man in all America has been 
honored more, or can be honored more on this continent, than he 
who speaks to you, and that man is Clinton B. Fisk. I had rather 
stand to-night indorsed by this body of my coontrymen as its candi- 
date, without the faintest semblance of a hope of election, than to be 
indorsed as the candidate of both the oíd parties pnt together. [Ap- 
plause.] And as I stand, my conntrymen, under that motto, I want 
to emphasize, with all the heart that I have, those precions tmths 
which it ennnciates. Standing as I do, looking back npon half a 
century gone, looking over the education and training of early life, 
the conditions that snrronnded that life, the dark cloud of sectional- 
ism that aróse and the final baptism of blood and fire that swept over 
my section, I want to stand to-night in this presence in the hope be- 
fore God that this sectionalism is buried, and bnried forever. [Ap- 
planse.] 

" Cradled in the lap of hnman slavery, brought np nnder its fos- 
tering care, it is not strange that I, in the moming of life, felt, in 
common with my section, that I was not half so great a sinner as I 
now know myself to have been ; and if you think that is strange, 
yon have only to look aronnd apon these Eepublicans and Democrats 
who continué to be snch awfol sinners in the presence of the light of 
this day in which we Uve. [Applanse.] 

** When the war had closed and I had time to look aronnd, I re- 
membered one precions utterance from that Book of books which 
yon and I lo ve so mnch and reveré, that no murderer can enter into 
the kingdom of God, and that he that hateth his brother is a mur- 
derer. I hated some of you with all the hatred that I had or was 
capable of, and when these clouds cleared away, I said : * My God ! 
I want at last to enter the portáis of the skies, and by the grace of 
God I wiU tear from my heart the sectionalism of the past.' But if 
I had not succeeded, before God and the Judgment I would not want 
to act as do these extremists North and South, and hand that hatred 
as a bloody heritage down to my posterity and cióse the gates of 
heaven against them. 

* * I remember, some yeai^ since, to have stood npon the Common 
of Boston in the presence of a bronze statue. There stood the great 
Commoner. At his f eet a slave was chained, and in his hand was a 
hatchet or an axe that was falling to break the chain of the slave. I 
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was all alone. I stopped and looked np into his face, and the mem- 
ories o£ a lifetime flooded through my mind. I was back again in 
the arms of my oíd negro mammy in the South, playing with her 
children upon the green, romping with them and sharing with them 
their sorrows and joys, realizing that they wonld have died for me, i£ 
need be. I saw as I grew up in Ufe the agitation that sprang np in 
this nation over that institution, and I saw the little speck of cloud 
as it gathered in its majesty and broko upon my section with all the 
f ury of internecine war. I saw the battle and heard the groans of 
the dying, the whistle of the shell and the rattle of musketry, and I 
saw my country baptized in the blood of my section. But I looked 
into the face of Abraham Lincoln, and I said : ' Sir, on that question 
of slavery and the preservation of the Union, I want to say to you 
now, that while I was as honest and sincere as any man living, you 
were right and I was wrong.* [Great applause.] 

'^ But I want to say to you another thing ; I do not want to deceive 
you, my countrymen. I want to say to you that there are sad mem- 
ories among our people. We were whipped. Sam Jones says that 
you say you whipped us, but that is a mistake ; we simply wore our- 
selves out trying to whip you. But whether that be true or not, we 
were whipped, and we went back to our desolation and to our homes 
tinder such conditions, loyal, as Mr. Small said to-night, loyal 
throughout the South to the flag of our country and to the Union 
that is restored forever. But, my countrymen, there are sad mem- 
ories that linger back in those days of trial. And when an oíd man — 
in his dotage now — like Jefferson Davis, who led a forlom hope, goes 
out from homo a few miles, and some oíd comrade that was with him 
upon the battlefíeld gets out an oíd rebel flag, and they fall upon it 
and kiss it, does that indícate, as some of our friends up North would 
seem to think, when they paw the earth like wild bulls from Bashan, 
that the South is in rebellion again ? No, sir ! In God*s ñame let 
these oíd men, as they think of their fallen comrades, shed a tear of 
sympathy at their graves ; but those who wore the * Gray * are with 
you upon the living issues of this hour, and would go into the battle- 
field and die for this Union and for its redemption from the hands 
of men who would injure it.** 

At the immense meeting in the Metropolitan Opera 
House, June 22dj when the formal tender of his nomi- 
nation was made by Ilon. W. J. Groo, he delivered a 
powerful address of acceptance, and immediately set out 
upon his campaign. 
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